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The Wesley Historical Society 

HAS BEEN INSTITUTED 

i. To promote the study of the history and literature 
of Methodism; 

ii. To accumulate exact knowledge, and 

iii. To provide a medium of intercourse, on all subjects 
relating to the same. 



Treasurer: Rev. G. Stringer Rowe. 

Secretary : Rev. F. M. Parkinson. 

Editing Sub-Committee: Rev. Richard Green and Rev. R. 
Waddy Moss. 



Enquiries as to the conditions of membership may be 
addressed to any one of the above; enquiries as to the Publica- 
tions of the Society to either of the editors at Didsbury College, 
Manchester. 



Further copies of the Proceedings may be had by 
members of the Society only for i/- post free, on application 
to the Rev. R. Waddy Moss, Didsbury College, Manchester. 



Publications. price 

To Members. To Non-Members. 

The Bennet Minutes ... ... 8d. is. 



Proceedings 



OP THE 



WESLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Annual Aeeting, 1896. 



The Annual Meeting was held at Liverpool, in July, 
1896, the Rev. Richard Green in the chair. 

It was reported that the Society had made satisfactory 
progress since its institution, and that many of the contributions 
to its Journal were of considerable interest and value. With a 
view to extend its activities, it was determined to open its 
membership on suitable conditions to others than regular 
contributors to its Journal. 

Pleasure was expressed with the appearance and 
contents of " The Bennet Minutes," the first publication of the 
Society: and it was decided to raise a Publishing Fund of j£s^ 
or so, to be used by the Society as its working capital in 
connexion with further publications. 

It was resolved that balance sheets, showing the 

financial position of the Society, should be printed in the 

Proceedings. 
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Wesley Historical Society. 



TREASURER'S BALANCE SHEET TO DEC. 31ST, 1896. 



1895. 
July 29. 

1896. 
July 21. 



£ s. d. 
To Subscriptions i 10 o 



t» 



>t 



I 6 6 



£2 16 6 



1895. ;f s. d. 

July. By payment to Mr. 
Green for Journals, 

Paper, &c 150 

1896. 

Dec. By Circular o 16 9 

„ 31. ,, Balance o 14 9 



£2 16 6 



Audited and found correct — 



January igth^ iSgj, 



BENJAMIN BEAN. 



BENNET MINUTES' BALANCE SHEET TO DEC. 31ST, 1896. 



1896. £ s. d. 

Feb. 4. ToAdvts 062 

Dec. 31. „ Sales 11 19 o 

» f> » » perBook- 

Room I 10 o 

„ „ „ Balance 4 I7 4 



;^i8 12 6 



1896. £ s. d. 

June 26. By Printer 17 10 o 

July I. ,, Carriage and 

Post, &c., to 

date o 16 7 

Dec. 31. „ Carriage and 

Post, &c., to 

date o 5 II 



;^i8 12 6 



Audited and found correct — 



January igth^ iSgj, 



BENJAMIN BEAN. 



To Dec. 31st, donations to the amount of ;^3i 7s. od. 
had been paid to the Publishing Fund, and a further amount of 
£^2 2S. od. promised. 
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Proceedings. 



LIST OF LOCAL HISTORIES. 

Compiled chiefly by Mr. George Stampe from his collection. 



Accrington. — The Rise and Progress of Wesleyan Methodism 
in Accrington and the neighbourhood. By Rev. Thomas 
Hargreaves. Accrington : Hepworth. 1883. i2mo. pp. 147. 

Almondbury. — History of Methodism in Almondbury (near 
Huddersfield). By Richard Roberts. London : Tressidder. 
1864. i2mo. pp. 40. 

Ambleside. — Faith, Triumphant : Memoir of Mrs. Bamett 
(Fanny Holmes). By her Brother. To which is added a 
History of Methodism in Ambleside. By Myles Holmes. 
Farnworth : A. Crossley. 1873. i2mo. pp. 36. 

Armagh (Ireland). — A Short History of Wesleyan Methodism 
in the Armagh Circuit. (2nd Edition). By Surgeon-Major 
Lynn, M.D. Belfast : Allen & Son. 1885. 12 mo. pp. 68. 

Armley. — Methodism in Armley : With Stray Notes on Method- 
ism in Leeds and neighbourhood. By Titus Hardcastle. 
London and Leeds : Walker. I871. i2mo. pp. 69. 

Ballymena (Ireland). — Historical Sketches of Methodism in 
Ballymena. (Bazaar Handbook). Belfast. 1874. 4to. pp. 64. 

Banwell. — Wesleyan Methodism in the Banwell Circuit defended. 
By Matthew Day. Bristol 1837. pp.20. 

Barnard Castle. — History of Methodism in Barnard Castle and 
the Principal Places in the Dales Circuit. By Anthony 
Steele. London : George Vickers. 1857. 12 mo. pp. 239. 

Bath. — An interesting Historical Sketch of the Rise and 
Progress of the Wesleyan Society in Bath. By Rev. John 
Rigg. Preface by T. J. Wren. Bath. 1848. i2mo. pp. 37. 

Belfast. — Belfast Methodism, 1756-1893. (Bazaar Handbook). 
By J. W. Jones. Belfast: Adams. 1893. 4to. pp. 112. 

A Handbook of Belfast Methodism. (Bazaar Handbook). 
By Rev. G. R. Wedgwood. Belfast : 1887. Oblong 8vo. pp. 



Wesley Historical Society. 

Bingley. — Historical Sketches of the Rise and Progress of 
Methodism in Bingley, with brief Notices of other places 
in the Circuit. By John Ward. Bingley : John Harrison 
and Son. 1863. sq. i8mo. pp. 116. 

Birmingham. — Protestant Nonconformity : A Sketch of its 
general History, with an Account of the Rise and present 
State of its various Denominations in the Town of 
Birmingham. By John Angell James. London : Hamilton, 
Adams, and Co. Birmingham : J. W. Showell. 1849. 
12 mo. pp. 279. 

Wesleyan Conference, Birmingham, 1894. The Root and 
the Fruits of Methodism : Reprinted from the Birmingham 
Daily Gazette, July 4 to July 26, 1894. Birmingham : Daily 
Gazette Office. 1894. 4to. pp. 16. 

Bishop Auckland. — History of Methodism in the Bishop 
Auckland Circuit. By Matthew Braithwaite. Bishop 
Auckland: M. Braithwaite. 1885. i2mo. pp. 235. 

Blackburn. — The Rise and Progress of Wesleyan Methodism 
in Blackburn and the neighbourhood. By Rev. John Ward. 
Blackburn: B. T. Barton. 187 1. i2mo. pp. 80. 

Black Country, The. — Black Country Methodism. By Alfred 
Camden Pratt. London : Conference Office. 1891. Cr. 8vo. 
pp. 174. 

Honest Munchin and other Sketches of Early Methodism 
in the Black Country ; with the romantic Story of Leek-Seed 
Chapel. 3rd edition. By J. C. T. London : Hamilton & Co. 
187 1. i8mo. pp. 80. 

Bolton. — Records of Early Methodism in Bolton. By a Lay 
Member of the Committee [William Walker]. Reprinted 
from the Bolton Guardian. Bolton : T. Cunliffe. 1863. 
i2mo. pp. 33. 

Origin of Methodism in Bolton. By J. Musgrave. Bolton : 
Bradbury. 1865. i2mo. pp. 52. 

Bradford. — Historical Notices of Wesleyan Methodism in 

Bradford and its Vicinity. By W. W. Stamp. London : 

Mason. Bradford: Wardman. 1841. i2mo. pp. 124. 

Methodism in Bradford. (Reprinted from Bradford 

Observer). Bradford: T. Brear. 1878. 12 mo. pp. 32. 

Bramley. — Memorials of Methodism in Bramley. By Joseph 
Hill. Bramley: J. Dawson. 1859. i2mo. pp. 23. 

Brecon. — Wesleyan Methodism in the Brecon Circuit: and 
introduction of English and Welsh Methodism into the 
Principality. By Rev. T. Wynne Jones. Brecon : Edwin 
Poole. 1888. 8vo. pp. 128. 
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Bridlington. — A brief sketch of Methodism in Bridlington and 

its Vicinity. By J. Ward. Bridlington Quay : John Varley. 

1854. 24mo. pp. 34. 
Bristol. — Bristol Methodism in John Wesley's day ; with 

monographs of the eariy Methodist Preachers. By John 

S. Pawlyn. [1877.] Bristol: W. C. Hemmons. i2mo. pp. 

144, vii. 
The Commencement of Methodism in Bristol ; with the 

Appointment of Ministers by Mr. Wesley. By Rev. 

Thomas Harris. Bristol : E. Workman & Co. 1858. 

i2mo. pp. 23. 
Bury. — A Century of Methodism in Bury, (Lancashire). The 

Bv/ry Guardian, Nov. 13, 1886. 
Carrickfergus (Ireland). — History of Methodism in Carrick- 

fergus. By Rev. C. H. Crookshank. Belfast : H. Adair. 

189 1. i8mo. pp. 19. 
Channel Islands. — Historie du Methodisme Wesleyen dans les 

lies de la Manche. Par Fran9ois Guiton. London: 1846. 

8vo. pp. 312. 

Methodism in the Channel Islands : its Introduction and 

Growth. By Rev. J. R. Hargreaves. Jersey : Ahier Bros. 

1884. 1 2 mo. pp. 32. (Also printed in French). 
Cheddleton. — Methodism in my Native Village. By Thomas 

Willshaw. Rochdale : Joyfvl News Depot. [1891]. Sq. i6mo. 

pp. 151. 
Chester. — Some Account of the introduction of Methodism into 

the City and some parts of the County of Chester. By W. 

Janion, Sen. Chester: Evans & Son. 1833. i2mo. pp. 120. 
Coleraine (Ireland). — A History of Methodism in Coleraine 

from its introduction till about the year 1820, &c., with 

notes of many of the early Methodists. By J. M. [Mills]. 

Coleraine: W. M'Murdy. [1870]. 8vo. pp. 36. 
Congleton — The History of Wesleyan Methodism in the 

Congleton Circuit, including Sketches of Character, etc. 

By Rev. J. B. Dyson. London: J.Mason. I856. i2mo. 

pp. 186. 
Cork (Ireland). — A Report of the Jubilee Services of Wesley 

Chapel, St. Patrick St., with a Sketch of the History of 

Methodism in Cork. By a Member of the Chapel Improve- 
ment Committee. Geo. Purcell & Co., printers. 1856. 

8vo. pp. 32. 
Cornwall. — ^The Case of Cornish Methodism considered: or 

The Missing Linch-pin. By Peter Prescott. London. 1 87 1 . 

pp. 26. 

5 



Wesley Historical Society. 

Crewe. — History of Wesleyan Methodism in the Crewe Circuit. 

By the Rev. Caesar Caine. Crewe: HinchclifF. 1883. 

i2mo. pp. 79. 
Darlington. — Bondgate Chapel (Darlington) and its Associa- 
tions. By Rev. \V. C. Kewish. Darlington : Northern Echo 

Office. 1885. 8vo. pp. 24. 

Wesleyan Methodism in the Darlington Circuit ; with an 

introduction containing notices of Mr. Wesley's visits. By 

George Jackson. Darlington: J. Manley. 1850. i2mo. 

pp. 58. 
Derby. — One Hundred Years Ago ! Wesleyan Methodism in 

Derby. [By J. Jones]. Derby : F. Carter. 1883. i8mo. pp. 30. 
Devon. — History of Methodism in North Devon. By J. G. 

Hayman. London: Conference Office. 187 1. i2mo. pp. 

192. 2nd edition 1885. 
A History of the Methodist Revival of the last Century 

in its relation to North Devon. By J. G. Hayman. London : 

Conference Office. 2nd edition. [1886]. 12 mo. pp. 224. 
Didsbury. — ^The Rise and Progress of Wesleyan Methodism in 

Didsbury. By James Fitton. Manchester: Examiner 

Printing Works. 1891. 8vo. pp. 48. 
Donaghadee (Ireland). — Reminiscences of the Wesleyan Meth- 

dist Chapel at Donaghadee. By Jno. C. Macgowan. 

Donaghadee. 1884. 4to. pp. 16. 
Doncaster.— Wesleyan Methodism : Its Introduction into 

Doncaster. By Wm. Sheardown. Doncaster : Brooke. 

1868. 1 2 mo. pp. 29. 
Dorset. — Methodism in Dorset : A Sketch. By John S. Simon. 

Weymouth: J. Sherren. 1870. i2mo. pp. 108. 

The Making of the Methodist Church in Dorset. By 

Rev. J. B. Dyson. In the Poole Methodist Miscellany. 

1884-5. Poole : W. Mate & Sons. 8vo. 
Dublin. — Methodist Church, Stephen's Green, Dublin. A 

Jubilee Memorial. By W. B. Lumley. London : Meth- 
odist Book Room. 1893. 12 mo. pp. 135. 
Easingwold. — Memoirs of early Methodism in the Easingwold 

Circuit. By a Layman, [John Rockledge]. 1872. 12 mo. 

pp. 99. 
Eccles. — Methodism in Eccles, (Near Manchester). By James 

Bagot. Manchester. 1875. 4to. pp. 24. 
Exeter. — A brief Account of the late Persecution and barbarous 

Usage of the Methodists at Exeter, with a Vindication, etc. 

By an Impartial Hand. 1746. 3rd edition. Exon. i2mo. 

pp. 96. 
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Famsfield. — ^The Rise and Progress of Methodism in Farnsfield. 
By Hodgson Crassly. Southwell: Whittingham & Son. 
1879. i2mo. pp. 36. 

France. — Memorials of William Toase. Consisting principally 
of Extracts from his Journals and Correspondence, Illustra- 
tive of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in France, and 
the Channel Islands. London: Wesleyan Conference 
Office. 1874. i2mo. pp. 224. 

Frome. — Wesleyan Methodism in Frome, Somersetshire. By 
Stephen Tuck. Frome: S. Tuck. 1837. 12 mo. pp. 127. 

History of Wesleyan Methodism in the Frome Circuit. 
By Rev. Marmaduke Riggall. In the Frome Monthly 
Greeting, 1889-90. Frome : Somerset Standard Office. 4to. 

Fylde. — The Apostles of Fylde (Lancashire) Methodism. By 
John Taylor. London: Conference Office. 1885. i2mo. 
pp. 138. See Preston, 

Grcneral. — Golden Candlesticks; or Sketches of the Rise of 
some Early Methodist Churches. By John Bond. London : 
E. Stock. 1873. i8mo. pp. 134. 

The Round Preacher. 2nd edition. By an Ex-Wesleyan. 
London : Simpkin & Co. Leicester : Browne & Hewitt. 
1847. i2mo. pp. 364. 

Gloucester. — A Brief Account of the Occasion, Process and 
Issue of a late Trial at the Assize, held at Gloucester, the 
third of March, 1743. Extracted from Mr. Whitefield's 
Letter. By John Wesley, A.M. Bristol : F. Farley. 1748. 
i2mo. pp. II. 

Grantham. — The History of Wesleyan Methodism in Grantham 
and its vicinity ; with preliminary Observations on the Rise, 
Progress and Utility, the Discipline and Doctrines of the 
Connexion, the Life of its Founder, etc. By Thomas 
Cocking. London : Simpkin, Marshall & Co. Grantham : 
Bushby. 1836. 12 mo. pp. 418. 

Grimsby. — ^A Brief History of Wesleyan Methodism in the 
Grimsby Circuit ; including references to Horncastle, 
Boston, &c. By Joshua Hocken. London: Mason. 1839. 
i2mo. pp. 69. 

Grimsby Methodism (i 743-1 889) and the Wesleys in 
Lincolnshire. By Rev. Geo. Lester. London : Conference 
Office. 1890. 1 2 mo. pp. 164. 

Guildford. — The Church in the Wilderness : Memorials of James 
Home, with some particulars of the Rise of Methodism in 
and around Guildford. By W. N. Pocock and Rev. H. J. 
Sykes. Guildford: W. Matthews. 1871. i2mo. pp. 20. 
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Halifax. — A History of Methodism in Halifax and its Vicinity, 
from its commencement in 1741 to 1824. By W. Hatton. 
Halifax: T. Walker. 1824. i2mo. pp. 36. 

A History of Wesleyan Methodism in Halifax and its 
Vicinity, from its commencement to the present period. By J. 
V.Walker. Halifax: Hartley & Walker. 1836. i2mo. pp.279. 
Hastings. — Recollections of Hastings Wesleyan Methodism. 
By Frederick Streeter. Hastings: J. Ransom. 1887. 
1 2 mo. pp. 44. 
Hull. — Remarks on Revivals of religion ; with Brief Notices of 
the recent prosperity of the work of God in Hull. By Rev. 
Richard TrefFry. 1827. 8vo. pp. 48. 

Early Chapters in Hull Methodism, 1 746-1 800. By W. 
H. Thompson. London : Conference Office. Hull : Fretwall. 
1895. ^vo. pp. 76. 
Ireland. — A Consecutive History of the Rise, Progress and 
Present State of Wesleyan Methodism in Ireland. By 
William Smith. Dublin : T. W. Doolittle. 1830. 12 mo. 
pp. 320. 

Life and Labours of Rev. Fossey Tackaberry: with 
Notices of Methodism in Ireland. By Robert Huston. 
London. 1853. pp. 306. Frequently reprinted. 

Ireland and the Centenary of American Methodism. By 
Rev. W. Crook. London : Hamilton. Dublin : R. Yoakley. 
1866. Crown 8vo. pp. 263. 

The Apostle of Kerry (Charles Graham). By W. G. 
Campbell. Dublin : Moffatt & Co. 1868. 8vo. pp. 323. 

A Methodist Pioneer : The Life and Labours of John 
Smith; including Brief Notices of the Origin and Early 
History of Methodism in different parts of the North of 
Ireland. By Rev. C. H. Crookshank, M.A. London : 
Wesleyan Conference Office. 1881. fcp. 8vo. pp. 136. 

History of Methodism in Ireland. 3 vols. By C. H. 
Crookshank. Belfast: R. S- Allen & Son. 1885. 8vo. 
pp. 480. — ^Vol. 2. London : T. Woolmer. 1886. pp. 480. — 
Vol. 3. London : T. Woolmer. 1888. pp. 544. 
Isle of Man. — The History of Wesleyan Methodism in the 
Isle of Man, with some Account of the Island, and of the 
Life and Labours of Bishop Wilson, in a series of letters to 
the Rev. George Marsden. By James Rosser. Douglas : 
M. A. Quiggin. 1849. i2mo. pp. 207. 
Isle of Wight. — Methodism in the Isle of Wight ; its origin and 
progress down to the present time. By John B. Dyson. \ 
Ventnor: G. M. Burt. 1865. i2mo. pp. 344. ^ 
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Leeds. — See JrmLey 

Leek. — ^A Brief History of the Rise and Progress of Wesleyan 

Methodism in the Leek Circuit; in the Biographical 

Sketches of several eminent characters. By Rev. J. B. 

Dyson. Leek : E. Hallowes. 1853. i2mo. pp. 92. 
Lewisham. — Methodism in Lewisham. By E. W. Brabrook. 

London : Conference Office. 1881. i2mo. pp. 32. 
Leyton. — A Brief Chronicle of Wesleyan Methodism in Leyton, 

Essex, 1 750-1895. By Rev. Caesar Caine. Leyton: T. 

Hubbard. 1896. i2mo. pp. 96. 
Lincoln. — ^A History of Methodism in the Neighbourhood and 

City of Lincoln ; including a Sketch of early Methodism in 

the County of Lincoln. By A. Watmough. London : 

Mason. 1829. i2mo. pp. 155. 
Recollections of Methodism and Methodists in the City 

of Lincoln, with cursory remarks on some places and persons 

in the surrounding Circuits. By the late George Barratt. 

Lincoln : C. Akrill. 1866. i2mo. pp. 94. 
London. — Historical Notices of Spitalfields Wesleyan Methodist 

Chapel. By Thomas Martin. London. 1842. pp. 8. 
City Road Chapel, London, and its Associations, 

Historical, Biographical, and Memorial. With Engravings. 

By George J. Stevenson. London : G. J. Stevenson. 1872. 

8vo. pp. 624. 

Illustrated Handbook to City Road Chapel, Burying 

Ground and Wesley's House, with notices of the Foundry 

and Bunhill-fields Burying Ground. By Ralph M. Spoor. 



London : Conference Office. 



'i88i.]. i8mo. pp. 71. 



History of the City Road Chapel, Sunday, Day and 
Infant Schools. By R. Grosvenor. London, [n.d.] i6mo. 
pp. 96. 

William Pearce, of Poplar : A Chapter in the History of 
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Melksham. — ^The Departed Worthy: a Narrative of the 

Religious Life and Labours of Mr. Charles Maggs, with 

notices of some members of his family, and of Wesleyan 

Methodism in the Melksham Circuit. By Rev. Thomas 

R. Jones. London. 1857. pp. 180. 
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Shotley Bridge. — Sketch of the History of Methodism in the 

Shotley Bridge Circuit. By T. W. Blanshard. Consett: 

R. Jackson. 1872. i8mo. pp. 56. 
Shropshire. — Early Methodism in Shropshire. By W. Phillips. 
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Magazines is in course of preparation, and may be expected in a future 
number. 
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SCRIPTURE PLAYING CARDS. 

By Richard Green. 



a. 



Amongst the interesting, and in some cases forgotten, 
practices of early Methodism already brought to light by the 
researches of the Wesley Historical Society, one of the most 
curious is the use of Scripture playing-cards. Several of the 
members of the Society have contributed information respecting 
this singular custom. 

The specimens that have come under notice are small 
thin cards having a text of Scripture on one side, and on the 
other one or more verses of a hymn, each card being numbered. 
The several packs are made up of varying numbers of cards 
(from 30 to 100 in each pack) and are of different sizes. The 
cards are generally enclosed in a small black case. 

The following is a description of various sets or packs that 
have been lent for examination : — 

Mr.Wansbrough's is the largest in size (3I ins. by 23^ins.). 
They are 52 in number and are printed on card a little thicker 
than an ordinary visiting card. On the reverse side of each 
card are two, three or four verses of a hymn. The hymns are 
of various metres, but none of them are by Charles Wesley.* 

Mr. Wansbrough says the cards " belonged to Mr. G. 
Mackie who made the Conference Seal, and who was a personal 
friend of John Wesley." Mr. Mackie was a jeweller in City 
Road; he died in the year 182 1. His grand-daughter is 
married to Mr. Wansbrough's brother, and resides in New 
Zealand. Mr. Stampers pack is the same as the above. With 
it is a printed advertisement relating to the cards, and taken 
from the cover of an old Magazine. It is reproduced on the 
following page. 



C( 



* At the foot of card No. 52 of the Isurger size are the words — 
London: printed by R. Hawes, (No. 34) Lamb Street, Spitalfields." 
Hawes was Wesley's printer during the seventies. 
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LONDON, Jan. i, 1786. 

7 U ST P U BLISHED, 

A Second Edition of 

DIVINE AMUSEMENT, 

In a SET of 

SCRIPTURAL CARDS. 
By yAMES KENTON. 



EACH Set contains Fifty-two neat Cards 
printed on a beautiful Type : a Text of 
Scripture on one side, and a Poetical Com- 
ment on the other ; printed (hy particular 
dejire) Verbatim from the Original Copy ; 
but to render them more convenient, the 
Cards will be a fmaller fize, and in a new 
Black Cafe.* Price 2s. 

THE SCRIPTURAL CARDS above-mentioned, ap- 
peared a few Years fmce: Many Perfons were pleafed with 
them, and now wifh me to re-print them. I therefore take 
this Opportunity of offering to my Friends, this New Edition^ 
hoping it will anfwer the Purpofe for which it was at firft 
defigned, viz. to affift the fimple followers of JESUS in 
their Journey thro' Life, 'till they return with all the redeemed 
of the LORD, with Singing unto Zion. 



They may be had of Mr. Wesley's Bookfellers in 
Town and Country. 

* Another Set of a fmaller fize, the Compofition, intirely 
different, intitled, "SACRED INSTRUCTION," in a 
Set of Scriptural Hymns, in a neat Black Cafe, Price 2s. by 
the fame Author; may be had as above. 
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Mr. Stampe says that one edition of the cards had verses 
of hymns without the texts — one pack has been received having 
the texts, but no hymn-verses. He adds : — " James Kenton, 
probably the originator of the cards, was the author of several 
tracts on Methodist and other topics. I possess a i2mo. vol 
full of short hymns composed by him, and all in his own hand- 
writing. It is illustrated with specimens of early Class and 
Band Tickets, the text on which suggests in several instances 
the hymn following." 

Divine Amusement in a set of Scripture Cards^ in a neat 
black case : price 2s.^ appears on a page of advertisements at the 
end of a poem on the Death of Wesley, by James Kenton, 1791, 
8vo. pp. 16, and the following is inserted in an old Methodist 
Catalogue issued soon after Wesley's death: — "No. 269. 
Kenton's Scared Instructions, or Scripture Cards, No. 270. 
Kenton's Divine Amusement, or^ a continuation of the Scripture 
Cards" There does not appear to be any such announcement 
on any catalogue issued by Wesley himself. 

In the "preface" to his MS. hymns, Kenton describes 
himself as a member of the Church of England; but he was 
probably a member of the Methodist Society also. To a 
supposed objection to his compositions, as being imitations of 
Charles Wesley's hymns (which they clearly are), he acknow- 
ledges that he holds those hymns " in great veneration and 
esteem," and confesses that he is " so far prejudiced in their 
favour, as to think them the best compositions on the Christian 
plan, without depreciating the work of a Milton, a Young, or 
any other writer of divine poetry." And he adds, "As similar 
thoughts on similar subjects naturally arise [in different minds], 
it is not at all strange that a familiar converse with Mr. Wesley's 
hymns should suggest many expressions to my mind which are 
found in his." 

Many of the verses on the cards bear a strong resemblance 
to those of Kenton's manuscript volume. It is therefore 
probable that the two sets, called repectively Divine Amusement, 
and Sacred Instruction, were not only compiled by Kenton, but 
that the verses they contained were all from his pen. 

Another pack is of the smaller size, named above — Sacred 
Instruction. On card No. i., are the words, "printed by 
J. Moore, Drury-Lane." In the case (once Dr. Young's, now 
Mr. Green's) is a small piece of paper on which are printed the 
words, " To Mrs. Rich." Mr. Rich was lessee of Drury Lane 
Theatre. He died in 1761. Mrs. Rich became a Methodist, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wesley were frequent visitors at her 
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house in Chelsea. She died in 1783. Dr. Young says of these 
cards, "They were given to me by the late Rev. G. B. Mellor 
.... He told me that they had once belonged to Dr. Coke, 
who had frequently engaged in the game they represent" 
Unfortunately we cannot now obtain Mr. Heller's authority for 
the last statement. None of the verses in these packs are from 
C. Wesley's hymns. 

Mr. Thursfield Smith's copy differs from all those 
hitherto named. The cards are much smaller in size and are 
printed on gilt-edged paper. They are numbered consecutively 
from I to 96, though the entire set may have included a few 
more. There is only one verse of a hymn on each, mostly of 
six or eight lines. These are all Charles Wesley's, and are 
mainly from Hymns on Select Passages of Scripture (1762). The 
passages of Scripture are taken from the books of the New 
Testament, in their usual order. There is no name of printer 
given. 

In the case are four cards of another set of the same 
size, and printed apparently from the same type; but the 
passages are selected from the books of the Old Testament in 
regular succession. There are also three MS. cards in extremely 
small writing. The passages differ from all others ; the hymn- 
verses are all by Charles Wesley. This case belonged to the 
Perronet family. 

Mr. Parkinson's fragment consists only of two printed 
cards from a set similar to Mr. Smith's complete N.T. set, and 
a written one, numbered 90, having a passage from the Old 
Testament, but not the same as the corresponding card in 
Mr. Smith's O.T. set. The special interest of these is that, 
with some others that have been dispersed, they were found by 
the late Rev. George Mather amongst a quantity of MSS. that 
formerly belonged to the Rev. John Fletcher, of Madeley. The 
verses are by Charles Wesley. 

Mr. Rowe's collection comprises fragments of three, if 
not of four, diflferent sets. One contains 23 cards. They are 
printed on poor, thin paper. On the back of No. 56 are the 
words, " James Todd, printer, Bedale." The passages are taken 
promiscuously from the Old and New Testaments, and do not 
correspond with those of any of the other specimens. On 
two only are verses selected from C. Wesley's Hymns. A 
second fragment consists of 9 cards of the N.T. series, the 
same as Mr. Smith's ; they also are printed on gilt-edged paper. 
Another fragment contains nine of the O.T. set, of which Mr. 
Smith has four examples. These, like Mr. Smith's, show by 
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their numbers that the passages are taken from the books of the 
O.T. in their proper order. But one of this set is numbered 
103 and the passage is Zech. xiv. 5, indicating that there could 
be but few, if any, more. There are also a few MS. cards, but 
they do not agree with those of any of the printed packs that 
have been examined. The hymns on these are adl Charles 
Wesley's. 

The Allan Library copy differs again from all the others. 
There are 64 cards. Whether the entire pack comprised more, 
or not, is not known, though probably the set is complete, the 
case being fairly filled. The passages of Scripture are taken 
indiscriminately from the Old and New Testaments. There 
is a single verse of a hymn on each card; but none are by 
C. Wesley. No printer's name is visible. 

Fragments of another set, sent for examination, differ 
once more from all the others. Mr. Martin has a pack of 52 
MS. cards. Two or three verses from a hymn are carefully 
written on the back of each card. They are not Wesleyan. 

Dr. Waller has kindly lent a small case containing frag- 
ments of two sets of written cards, formerly in the possession, 
but not in the hand-writing, of Hester Ann Rogers. They 
are variously numbered from 32 to 58, and the passages, which 
differ from those on any other pack, are taken promiscuously 
from the Old and New Testaments. There are no hymn-verses. 

In Osbom's Outlines of Wedeyan Bibliography^ p. 144, is the 
following entry, — "Moon, John. 17 74-1 801. Scripture Cards, 
containing a text and an illustrative piece of poetry. Each set 
in a case." A copy of this set has come to hand. The highest 
number given is 52, probably the number of the entire pack. 
The passages of Scripture are taken from the Old and New 
Testaments in consecutive order. None of the hymn-verses are 
from Charles Wesley's writings. These cards differ from all the 
others. On the first are the words, "Scripture Cards. By 
J. Moon. (Gen. i. 26). London : Printed for the Author, 1792 : 
and entered at Stationers'-Hall." Moon may have been the 
author of Mr. Rowe's pack. He was one of Wesley's preachers, 
and travelled in Stockton in the year 1795, and may at that 
time have had them printed at Bedale. 

Altogether, the whole, or fragments, of 20 separate packs 
have been examined. Of these 14 are entirely different from 
each other, having both different passages of Scripture and 
different hymn-verses. 

From a comparison of these several examples, it becomes 
evident that a great variety of printed and written sets or packs 
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of these cards were in circulation. They differed very much 
from each other in size and character, and were prepared by 
different persons. No particular method of using them seems to 
have been prescribed. 

Of the origin of these cards we have no precise informa- 
tion; nor can it now be determined with certainty by whom 
they were invented. They seem to have been much in vogue 
in the latter part of the last, and the beginning of the present 
century; and that not only amongst Methodists but amongst 
members of other religious denominations also. Mr. Thursfield 
Smith writes, " I know they were used 60 years ago by Calvinists 
as they were then called [Independents] and also by Baptists. 
They were not peculiar to Methodists." Mr. Parkinson says, 
"The late*" Dr. Dixon thought the cards were written and com- 
posed by Charles Wesley to be used by the early Methodists in 
their social gatherings." Mr. Stampe writes, " It is well known 
that they were used from 1 783 downwards, but not exclusively 
by Methodists." 

A very general opinion has prevailed that Charles Wesley 
encouraged if he did not originate their use. They were not 
unfrequently called, " Mr. Charles Wesley's Scripture Cards." 
Whether they were invented by him or not, cannot now be 
determined. That he promoted their use is certain. Two 
specimens in his handwriting, on gilt edged paper, are before 
the writer. They evidently formed part of a pack, for they 
are both numbered. Each contains a verse of Scripture and a 
hymn-verse, from the unrevised edition of Hymns on Seled 
Passages of Scripture, One of them is reproduced in facsimile 
on the following page. 

The cards appear moreover, to have been in the possession 
of some of Charles Wesley's personal friends — Fletcher, the 
Perronets, Mrs. Rich, Dr. Coke, etc. If John Wesley had ever 
used them, we should expect to find a reference to them in his 
Journals ; but there does not seem to be any mention of them 
in any of his writings. It is possible that they were used with his 
knowledge, if not with his sanction, for few things escaped his 
keen observation, and they were advertised on the cover of his 
Magazine, where it was stated that they could be " had of Mr. 
Wesley's booksellers in Town and Country." 

The cards appear to have been used in several ways and 
for various purposes. The chief, and perhaps the original 
method, was designed to suggest and guide conversation in 
small parties of friends. The cards were shuffled, and either 
the whole or part of the pack was dealt out to the assembled 
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Fac-simile of Card in C. Wesley's handwriting. 



company. The trump or turn-up card, in all probability, was 
first used. It would be a starting point for conversation. 
Persons holding cards having passages of Scripture relating 
to the first would probably speak of them. One remark would 
lead to another, and with these definite and suggestive topics 
thus brought to the mind of the players, it is easy to see how 
a prolonged and profitable conversation might be maintained. 
The singing of the verses of the hymns would vary the 
proceedings and give additional interest to them; and prayer 
would naturally follow. 

Mr. Moseley, who owned the pack now in the Allan 
Library, wrote to Dr. Osborn making inquiries as to the origin 
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• 

and use of the cards. He received the following characteristic 
reply : — " Their origin is^ a mystery. I doubt if any living 

man can solve it If you have the Hymns on Sded 

Passages of Scripture^ 2 vols., 1762 or 1796, you may perhaps 
find some of them [the hymn-verses] there, but not all. But 
that would not decide the authorship, for C. W. had many 
imitators and some successful ones. I have heard that some 
of the old Methodists ' played cards ' frequently. With a packet 
like yours in their pockets they went to tea with their neigh- 
bours, and afterwards dealt out the cards, read, conversed about 
them, sung and sometimes prayed over the verses, and so filled 
up a profitable hour or two, and excluded gossip. Perhaps one 
might copy them to advantage occasionally. Yours truly, 
G. Osborn. Richmond. 3.ii.9o." 

To these uses there could be objection. The cards 
were, however, put to other uses that could not be commended, 
A correspondent has furnished the following which will confirm 
this remark : — " In reply to yours re Scriptural card playing, the 
cards were both drawn and dealt according to the decision of 
the players. When drawn (after the shuffle) the greatest 
import — almost superstitious — was attached to the character of 
the passage printed thereon. When dealt, the * turn-up ' was 
supposed to be associated with some future event in the life of 
the player. I was only a child when I thus played at my grand- 
mother's house, in the north of England ; but many of my 
early days were clouded by the dread of the fulfilment of an 
ominous card. I have known devout men and women spend 
an evening firmly believing that Providence spoke to them 
through the cards .... The cards were put to other uses, as 
for example the test of a knowledge of the Scriptures, the 
players being called on to give chapter and .verse, one holding 
the key card." 

In a portion of the MS. Journal of Hester Ann Rogers 
in the possession of Dr. Waller are the following references to 
the use of the cards. " Jan. 9, 1 783. — We had a good time in 
drawing cards and in prayer. 11. — Drank tea at Mrs. Carter's 
with Mr. Rogers, and had profitable Christian conversation. 
Mrs. Carter told us her experience, and we drew Scripture-cards. 
Mine was, — * Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face 
to face ' ; E. Carter's — * Thy Maker is thy husband ' ; and Mr. 
Rogers' — * Be not afraid of their faces, for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the Lord.' I thought them remarkable, 
especially the last. Lord, fulfil this word to Thy servant. 
Give him courage and victory for the glory of Thy dear name 
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and for Thy cause' sake."* Having been invited to accompany 
a friend to a distance, she writes, " We laid it before the Lord ; 
and then drew cutts [? lots] that we were to go ; " and again on 
visiting a sick person " He asked me to open a verse for him, 
and it was this, ' Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God ; when Christ who is your life shall appear, ye also shall 
appear with Him in Glory.' " Though these latter may not relate 
to the Scripture-cards, they are examples of a similar practice. 

Mr. Parkinson quotes the following from John Pawson's 
Account of Grace Maltby, in the Arminian Magazine^ i79i> 
p. 191. "She spent the forenoon on Monday cheerfully in 
reading Mr. Charles Wesley's Scripture-Cards, with which she 
was always much delighted, and dways preferred them to any 
others that had been printed. She told her father she had read 
them all but three. One day she drew one for herself which was, 
* My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready 
for me.' At the same time her husband drew another for her 
which was, ' There is but a step between me and death.' Her 
sister then drew a third for her which was, *And when Jacob 
had made an end of commanding his sons he gathered up his 
feet into the bed and yielded up the ghost.' " Some would think 
it no wonder that she died before the day was out. These 
passages are all from the Old Testament and seem therefore to 
point to the set of which Mr. Smith has a fragment ; and if so, 
it is not improbable that Mr. Smith's N.T. set also is one of those 
that were distinguished as Mr. Charles Wesley's cards. 

This and similar uses of the cards furnished fruitful topics 
for unfriendly pens. Nightingale in his Portraiture of Methodism, 
after describing " the manner in which Bibliomancy is practised 
among the Methodists," cites an utterly inaccurate statement 
from the Encydopoedia Perthensis, (which will be referred to here- 
after), and adds, " The practise of religious card-playing is now 
[1805] seldom used among the Methodists, and I beHeve the 
Scripture Cards are out of print ; a few copies are nevertheless 
still extant, and are sometimes resorted to in a manner similar 
to that of text and stanza choosing. The cards are very small 
ones with a text of Scripture printed on one side and the same 
in a poetical paraphrase on the other. I have seen several packs 
of these religious trifles, and have often witnessed their use and 
effects with no small degree of pain." He then makes some 
extracts on the subject from Dr. Adam Clarke's Ldter to a Meth- 
odist Preacher, As the views expressed in this letter are justly 

* Mr. Rogers was exposed to great persecution at the time. 
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condemnatory of the misuse of the cards, and at the same time 
throw light on the manner of their employment, the entire 
paragraph is appended. 

"Wherever you go, discountenance that disgraceful custom 
(properly enough termed) Bibliomancy, i. e. divination by the 
Bible. I need scarcely observe, that this consists in what is 
called dipping into the Bible, taking passages of Scripture at 
hazard, and drawing indications thence concerning the present 
and future state of the soul. This is a scandal to Christianity. 
So also are those religious trifles, impiously and ominously 
called Scripture Cards. Thank God! these have never been 
very common among us, and are certainly not of Methodist 
growth. In an evil hour they were first introduced, and have 
since been criminally tolerated. I have found them the 
constant companion of religious gossips ; and have seen them 
drawn for the purpose of showing the success of journies, enter- 
prises, &c. Very great mischief they have done to my own 
knowledge ; and sensible persons have through them been led 
to despise the whole of that system from which they never 
sprung, on which they have never been engrafted, and in which 
they have never been more than tolerated. Giving the authors 
of them all the credit we can for the goodness of their intention, 
we cannot help saying of their productions (and this is giving 
them the very best character they deserve), that they are the 
drivellings of religious nonage^ or of piety in superannuation, 
I do not find that Mr. Wesley ever made, used, or approved of 
these things ; but as they were tolerated in his time, they have 
been attributed to himself ; hence the following calumny in a 
very late publication, the Encydopcedia Ferthensis. * We have 
heard it affirmed (say the editors) that those well-meaning 
people called Methodists have long practised Bibliomancy, 
with regard to the future state of their souls ; but that some of 
their members having been driven to despair by texts occufring 
to them, that threatened the most awful judgments, their late 
pastor, Mr. Wesley, to prevent such fatal consequences from 
recurring, improved upon this system of sacred lottery by 
printing several packs of cards with a variety of texts, containing 
nothing but the most comfortable promises; and thus his 
disciples drew with courage and comfort in a lottery where there 
were various prizes, great and small, but no blanks,' I am sorry 
that there should ever have been the least shadow of ground 
for the above calumny : but let these gentlemen know, and let 
all men by these presents know, that the great body of Meth- 
odists never used them ; that the preachers in general highly 
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disapprove of them ; and that what is said about Mr. Wesley's 
fabricating them, &c., is, to use a Lilliputian expression, the 
thing that is not, I am glad to find that they are daily dying 
among the few that did use them ; I hope soon to hear that 
they are all finally buried, and earnestly pray that they may 
never have a Resurrection, except to shame and everlasting 
contempt." 

We cannot think that the use of them for purposes of 
sortilege was practised or encouraged by either of the brothers. 
But it is easy to see that the early use of the lot by Wesley and 
his later defence of it, and especially his determining his own 
conduct on several important occasions by * opening the Bible ', 
and allowing himself to be led to a decision by the nature 
of the passage that first caught his eye, may have seemed to 
incautious persons to warrant the use of these cards for the 
less commendable purposes to which they were applied. It is 
proper, however, to judge Wesley's conduct in this matter in 
the light of his own explanation of it. See Principles of a Meth- 
odist Further EoDplained^ in Wesley's Works, viii. 449-51. 
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THE WESLEYAN HY/ANBOOK. 

By W. F. Moulton. 






I have long thought that no ordinary service would be 
rendered to Methodism, if those who have an enthusiastic 
admiration and love for our Hymnbook would carefully collect 
from the books which the Wesleys especially loved illustrations 
of notable words and phrases occurring in the hymns. Such 
illustrations would not infrequently give much-needed help in 
interpretation, for every careful student of Wesley's hymns will 
allow that in not a few passages it is hard to decide between 
two different shades of meaning. But, besides this, the proof 
that a figure or a turn of expression was especially familiar at 
the time when the Wesleys lived would often help us to follow 
the course of thought more surely, and would show that here 
and there transitions which seem to us abrupt were to the 
writer natural and easy. Many of us have welcomed with 
great pleasure a paper by the Rev. R. Butterworth in the 
Magazine for December, 1893, " Marginal References in my 
Hymnbook." 

I have been led just now to this line of thought by 
meditation on a singularly beautiful hymn, which, as I suppose, 
is now much less used than formerly. Hymn 128. The 
character of the hymn, — what we should now call its solidarity, — 
might of itself account for the sparing use of the hymn in 
public. It is of one piece. We cannot remove a verse without 
disturbing the flow and marring the cohesion of the whole 
poem. Probably however the real obstacle to frequent use has 
lain in certain expressions in verses 5, 6, which offend modern 
taste. Verse 5 John Wesley himself * scrupled singing ' : to 
him the words, * That dear disfigured face', savoured of * too 
much familiarity', seemed to speak of * our blessed Lord - - - 
as a mere man '. To us probably verse 6 presents still greater 
difficulty, in the words *wrap me in thy crimson vest'. To 
this figure I do not remember any exact parallel, either in the 
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volumes of the Wesley poetry or elsewhere. Were it found in 
some ancient writer, or in some well-known Latin or Moravian 
hymn, we could more easily understand its sudden appearance 
here. I shall be glad to know if any parallel has been found 
by others. 

I suppose that we shall all agree as to the meaning. He 
whose Name is* the AVord of God' (Rev. xix. 13) is seen 
'arrayed in a garment sprinkled with', or *dipp)ed in, blood'. 
In Wesley's Notes this is rightly explained of * the blood of the 
enemies He hath already conquered, Isa. Ixiii. i, &c.' ; but at 
least one ancient writer (Hippolytus) interpreted the words * as 
referring to Christ's own blood, by which the incarnate Word 
cleansed the world '. In verse 1 2 we read that * He hath a 
Name which no one knoweth but He Himself. With his 
characteristic tendency to combine allusions and unite symbols, 
Charles Wesley seizes on the cognate thought of Gen. xxxii. 29. 
so exquisitely rendered in Hymns 140, 141. In consonance 
with this he pleads *0 Saviour, take me to Thy heart, enfold 
me in Thy vesture dipped in Thine own atoning blood. Only 
when sprinkled with, encompassed with, the blood of atonement 
can I understand Thy Name. When I am thus enabled to 
receive the revelation, tell me all Thy Name '. 

The whole hymn well illustrates the extent to which the 
words of Scripture are embedded in the Wesley Hymns. If we 
would trace up the thoughts and phraseology of the hymn to 
their source, we cannot quote fewer than the following texts : — 
Ex. xxiv. 16, 17 j Ps. xcvii. 2 ; £zek. x. 4 ; Isa. vi. 2 ; Job. xi. 7, 
3°^- 3> ^> 9 ; I Tun. vi. 16 ; Hab. i. 13 ; Isa. lix. 2 ; Ps. ciii. 19 ; 
Isa. vi. I ; Ex. iii. 8 ; Job. xxv. 6 ; Ps. xxii. 6 ; Isa. xli. 14 ; Isa. liii. 
3 ; Rev. i. 5 ; John i. 18 ; i John iv. 9 ; John xiv. 21 ; Col. i. 26, 
27; Acts XX. 28; John xvii. 26; John i. 14 ; i Tim. iii. 16; 
Eph. ii. 13; Tit. ii. 13, 14; 2 Cor. viii. 9 : Eph. iii. 18; 
Isa. liii. 4, 5, Iii. 14; i Pet. ii. 24; Rev. v. 6, xix. 12, 13; 
Gen. xxxii. 29; 2 Cor. v. 19; Eph. iv. 32 (Gk. and R.V.) ; 
I Tim. iii. 16; i Pet. i. 2; Col. ii. 13-15; (Rev. vii. 14). 

Partial parallels to the language of w. 5, 6, will be found 
in vol. vii. (of the Poetical AVorks) pp. 66, 92, 191, 215, 372 ; 
vol. xii. p. 90; vol. xiii. pp. 131, 258. 



27 



Wesley Historical Society. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 



(Replies and comments may be written in the MS. Journal or sent for 
publication to the Rev. R. Waddy Moss, Didsbury Collie, Manchester. 



1. Can any one give information respecting a small Hymn- 
Book, now in the possession of the Rev. C. E. Wansbrough ? 
The title-page is engraved, and reads, " Hymns for the 
Use of the People called Methodists, by the Rev. John 
Wesley, A.M. London: Printed for and sold by J. 
Blanshard, 14, City Road, and 66, Paternoster Row." An 
illustration shows the heads of three angels singing out of 
an open book. On the opposite page is a portrait of 
Wesley, holding a little book in his right hand, and preaching, 
evidently in City-Road Chapel. Below are the words, 
** Rev. John Wesley, A.M., ^tatis 87." When was this 
book published? This opens the question as to when 
Wesley's portrait first appeared in the Hymn-Book. It has 
hitherto been supposed that it appeared for the first time in 
1825 or 1824. If this book was printed earlier, that 
supposition must be corrected. Can any one determine 
this ? — Bev, B. Green, 

2. Can any one tell where this saying of Wesley is found : 
" The world may not like our Methodists and evangelical 
people, but the world cannot deny that they die well " ? — 
Bev, J. Telfm'd. 

3. Mr. Geo. J. Stevenson writes under date of Oct. 18, 1850 : 
** You have heard that Mr. Marshall Claxton (who painted 
the Death-bed Scene of John Wesley) has gone to Australia; 
but he has left in England his picture of John Wesley 
Preaching on his Father's Tomb ; and he commenced 
another picture intended for the next year's Exhibition of 
the R. A. of * The Institution of Methodism,' which is to be 
finished by Mr. Geller, a well known artist." Can any one 
give information as to this latter picture ? — Bev, E, Martin, 
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4 Have any of John or Charles Wesley's biographers 
gone seriously into the question as to whether their 
political writings interfered with their evangelistic work ? — 
Mr, W. W. Morrell 

5. What is the origin of the following ? They are from a MS., 
dated Sep. 28, 1790, and are I presume in Mr. Wesley's 
writing, and belong to his Journal, but are not published in 
it. " I have often prayed, 

Lord, when I lay this body down, 

Thy servant. Lord, attend. 
And then my life of mercy crown 

With a triumphant end." — Rev, E. Martin. 

6. Is there any portrait of Lampe to be found ? Surely such 
a voluminous composer must have adorned some canvas or 
fronted some title-page. — Rev, R. Butterworth, 

7. What was the maiden name of Mrs. Rich? On her tomb 
it is stated that she was sister to Edward Wilford, Esq. ; 
but it is just possible he may have been her brother-in-law. 
Before marrying Mr. Rich she was called Mrs. Stevens. 
Was she then a widow, or was the "Mrs." a stage 
compliment, as Peg Woffington though single was styled 
Mrs. Woffington? It was hoped that these two questions 
would have been answered by an examination of the 
register of marriages at Hillingdon Church, but the entries 
are missing from 1743 to 1754. Mr. and Mrs. Rich were 
wedded in October, 1744, she being then 31 years old and 
he 21 years her senior. — Rev. R, Butterworth, 

8. "The Harlequin Preacher" is a sarcastic song against 
Methodism composed by Mr. J. Rich. Does any one 
know where a copy is to be obtained or seen? — Rev, R. 
Butterworth, 

9. Can any one give any information as to the present where- 
abouts of Reynolds' portrait of John Wesley ? In 1884 it 
was said to be in the possession of Mrs. Bristow, of Brixton, 
London. — Mr, J, B, Leslie, 

10, In the later editions of the Large Minutes as published in 
Wesley's lifetime, he refers to "complex tunes, which it is 
scarce possible to sing with devotion. Such is * Praise the 
Lord, ye blessed ones' : such the long quavering Hallelujah, 
annexed to the Morning-song tune, which I defy any man 
living to sing decently." Can any reader say where these 
compositions are to be found ? — Rev, G. S. Rowe, 

1 1. Can any member say with certainty when Wesley's portrait 
first appeared in his Hymn-book ? — Mr, J, B, Leslie. 
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1 2. Who was " Parraenas, a Deacon of the Church at Philippi " ; 
and to what town does "Philippi" refer? — Rev, F. M. 
Parkinson. 

13. In the rimes newspaper of Dec. 16, 1829, is the following : — 
"There is now in the possession of a gentleman at 
Manchester an old Bible, in good condition, which contains 
about a thousand copper-plate engrarings, and maps of all 
the ancient places mentioned in Scripture; as also the 
Apocrypha, and the Psalms of David in metre. This Bible 
formerly belonged to the grandfather of John Wesley [the 
Rev. John Wesley, of Whitchurch, who was ejected by the 
Act of Uniformity, in 1662]. It also belonged to his father. 
It was in the house [at Epworth] when it was on fire, but 
was saved from the conquering element, and handed down 
to the present possessor as a valuable relic." Can any 
member tell who was this " gentleman at Manchester," or 
where is this " valuable relic " now ? — Rev. R. Green. 

14. When were the first tickets " on trial " given ? The earliest 
I have is from the Sunderland Society, and is dated April 
9, 18 10. How many varieties of this kind of ticket have 
there been ? When were the Band tickets discontinued ? — 
Rev, E. Martin. 

15. Did Olivers' grand hymn, "The God of Abraham praise,** 
first appear as a broad-sheet? We have a fourth part of 
such a sheet in the Allan Library. — Mr. T. Hayes. 

16. Information is asked as to the authorship of a book, 
published in 1879 by Messrs. Haughton & Co., under the 
title of " Methodism in 1879 : Impressions of the Wesleyan 
Church and its Ministers — 2l review suggested by the 
Thanksgiving Fund." — Rev. F. M. Parkinson. 

17. With reference to Wesley's Letters, is anything known of a 
pamphlet of twenty-three pages on Letters that passed 
between the Rev. John Wesley and Mr. John Atlay, with 
the imprint, "Printed and Sold by Matthews, Strand, 
London"? — Rev. E. Martin. 

18. In the Catalogue of Fletcher's Books (Pt. viii. p. 293), Lot 
6499 was a single volume comprising Wesley's Calm Address, 
with eight answers by sundry authors. Can any one furnish 
a list of these eight replies ? I have only a Cool Reply by 
T.S. (London: 1775), and a Letter signed Americanus. — 
Rev. E. Martin. 

19. Who was " A Member of the Church of England," who 
wrote the " Dialogue between the Pulpit and the Reading- 
desk"? Dr. Osbom savs (Record of Meth. Lit., p. 155) 
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Charles Perronet : and James Everett says (Meth in Sheffield^ 
p. 218) William Green, of Rotherham. — Rev, C.H, Crooksliank. 

20. Dr. Moulton asks if any parallel has been found to the 
line, * Wrap me in Thy crimson vest '. I have little doubt 
that a diligent search might discover one, but I have not 
been able to find an exact parallel, in a somewhat hasty 
examination of the old Moravian Hymnbook of 1754. 
The nearest I know is by Donne (1573-1636) quoted in 
G. Macdonald's England! s Aniiphon, p. 118. — Hymn to God, 

As the first Adam's sweat surrounds my face. 
May the last Adam's blood my soul embrace. 
So in his purple wrapped, receive me, Lord. — 

Mr, C. Lawrence Ford, 

21. The anonymous author of The Round Preacher was 
evidently thoroughly conversant with Methodist church 
organisation and methods, and there is little reason to doubt 
the genuineness of his status as an ex-Wesleyan, or even to 
doubt his being an ex-minister of the Connexion. The 
general style of the work and many of its incidental remarks 
remind me irresistibly of Dr. Samuel Warren's style as 
displayed in his anti-Conference pamphlets. Has he ever 
been credited with the authorship ; and if so, upon what 
evidence? — Mr, C, A, Federer, 

22. In the January number of the Wesley an Methodist Magazine 
for this year appears an appreciative and skilful article on 
The First Methodist Composer — John Frederick Lampe — by 
one of our members, the Rev. Richard Butterworth. At 
the close of the article are six of the nine stanzas of a 
" tender and beautiful " hymn, On the Death of Mr, Lampe, 
written by Charles Wesley. The hymn was first published 
in Funeral Hymns, — second series: see Wes, Poet, Works, 
vi. 246. Considerable search has been made for a tune 
composed to this hymn by Dr. Samuel Arnold. Up to 1828, 
it does not appear to have been published, according to a 
note on p. iii. of the Preface to Original Hymn Tunes 
Adapted to Every Metre in the Collection by the Rtv. John 
Wesley, by Samuel Wesley. Referring to his father's regard 
for Lampe, and calling attention to the hymn, Mr. Samuel 
Wesley states that it " was elegantly melodized and 
harmonized by the late Dr. Samuel Arnold, formerly 
organist and composer to his late Majesty King George the 
third, but was never published, although most highly 
deserving a general circulation." Can any member say 
whether this tune has been published since that date ; or if 
a manuscript copy is any where to be seen ? — Rev. R, Green, 
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WESLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Annual Aeeting, 1897. 



Several persons having made suggestions for the better 
working of the Society, a Council was appointed at the last 
Annual Meeting, to consider these suggestions and to report to 
the next meeting. 

The suggestions mentioned relate mainly to the present 
method of circulating the Society's MS. Journals ; and it was 
most generally recommended that the articles should be printed 
in a monthly or quarterly Journal. 

The Council offers the following observations on this 
proposal : — 

1. It is found by calculation that at the present rates of 
subscription, if the number of members can be raised to 300, 
a printed Journal of 32 pages can be issued three or four times 
a year, gratis and post-free, to all the members, without loss to 
the Society. 

2. If a printed journal be adopted, a few changes may 
be advantageously made in the working of the Manuscript 
Journals. 

3. The MS. articles may be printed in whole or in part 
as may be judged best by the editorial committee, and in a style, 
as far as the cost will allow, similar to that of the present 
publications of the Society. 

4. A copy of the printed Journal may be sent post free 
to every member of the Society : other copies to be obtained 
only through members, at a price to be fixed by the editorial 
committee. 

5. Each year's issue to be three numbers of Proceedings, 
taken from the MS. Journals, and one Publication, a reprint of 
a rare pamphlet or an interesting manuscript. The last named 
to be issued in June. 
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For the guidance of members in the selection of suitable 
subjects for study, and to aid them in the preparation of 
* articles,' the following list of subjects, properly comprehended 
within the purview of the Society, is appended : — 

I. Memoirs of the different members of the Wesley 
family, and of persons prominent in early Methodism. 

II. General History of Methodism. 

1. Wesleyan Methodist History. 

2. The General Methodist Movement of the last 
century. 

3. The Divisions of Methodism. 

i. History of — 
ii. Literature of — 
iii. Characteristics of the different Methodist 

churches, 
iv. Questions relating to the above. 

4. Local Histories of Methodism. 

5. Foreign Methodist Churches. 

III. Illustrations of the condition of English thought 
and life in the last century, particularly in its relation to 
Methodism. 

IV. Works of the Wesleys and their co-adjutors, in 
general. 

1. Prose Writings, John Wesley's in particular. 

2. Poetry, Charles Wesley's in particular. 

3. Music. 

V. Wesley's Journal in particular. 
VI. Methodist Polity and Doctrine. 

VII. General Methodist Literature. 

VIII. Anti-Methodist publications. 

1. Prior to Wesley's death. 

2. Subsequently. 
IX. Letters. 

1. MS. and unpublished — accounts or copies of. 

2. Published — illustrations and corrections of: 
working towards a complete collection especially of 
John Wesley's in chronological order. 

X. Portraits, busts, medals and other curiosities: lists 
of — accounts and locations of — criticisms of. 

Another arrangement, suggested by Mr. C. Lawrence 
Ford, shows how the subjects for investigation might be classed 
under four heads, with a view to a like specialization of study 
on the part of the members, if thought desirable. 
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It is as follows : — 

Section I. 
Biography and History.. 

i. Methodist Biography. 

1. Memoirs of (a) John and (b) Charles Wesley. 

2. „ of other members of the Wesley family. 

3. „ of Wesley's co-adjutors. 

4. „ of other prominent characters in early 

Methodism, 
ii Methodist History. 

1. General Methodist Movement of the last century. 

2. Wesleyan Methodist History. 

3. Divisions of Methodism. 

4. Characteristics of the various Methodist Churches. 

5. Foreign Methodist Churches. 

Section II. 
Literature and Hymnology. 

i. Works of John Wesley. 

1. General. 

2. Journals in particular. 

ii. Works of other members of the Wesley family. 

(a) Prose, (b) Poetry, (c) Music, 
iv. Methodist Hymnology. 

1. Charles Wesley's Hymns. 

2. Hymns by other writers. 

3. Works on Methodist Hymnody. 

4. The Hymn Books of the various Methodist Churches. 
v. General Methodist Literature. 

1. Of Wesleyan Methodism. 

2. Of the Divisions of Methodism. 

3. Of Foreign Methodist Churches. 

Section III. 
Doctrine, Polity and Influence. 

i. General Methodist Doctrine. 

1. Its relation to Protestant Doctrine generally. Its 

Arminian character. 

2. Its relation to the creeds and articles of the Church 

of England. 

3. Its peculiarities of Doctrine. 

4. The mystical element in Methodism. 

5. Calvinistic Methodism. 
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6. Methodist Liturgies and Articles of Belief. 

7. Anti-Methodist Publications : 

(a) prior to Wesley's death (b) subsequently. 

8. Methodist Controversial Literature generally, 
ii. Methodist polity and organization. 

1. Wesleyan Methodism. 

2. Other Forms of Methodism. 

iii. Direct and indirect influence of Methodism. 

1. On the national character. 

2. On the Established and other Churches. 

3. Methodist Agencies, (a) Home Missions : 

(b) Foreign Missions : (c) Schools, &c. 

4. Methodist Revivals. 

Section IV. 
Personal and Local. 

i. Letters : (a) MS. (b) published. 

ii. Portraits, busts, medals, and other curiosities and relics. 

iii. Local Histories and memoranda of Methodism. 

iv. Anecdotes of Methodism. 

V. Allusions to Methodism in old or later writers. 

It is hoped that the above synopses may be helpful to 
members in suggesting topics for reading, inquiry and thought, 
and themes on which to write. If the work requires, it 
deserves the expenditure of labour upon it. That labour would 
be well repaid. Any period of Wesley's life, or any part of 
Methodist history, or any one of the many collateral subjects 
may be chosen ; and, if the available books be read, it will be 
soon perceived that abundant interesting material for * articles ' 
is at hand. 
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A Note on Wesley's Deed Poll. 



At the earnest request of the Conference, anxious to 
provide for the time when he would no longer be at the head 
of its affairs, Wesley executed a Deed of Declaration, which 
defined and constituted the Conference, and invested it with 
all powers of election, admission and expulsion of preachers 
and their appointment to circuits — powers which had been 
exercised by Wesley himself, though in consultation with the 
Conference. 

This deed was executed in 1784; but the death of Wesley, 
which the Conference anticipated with such grave concern, did 
not take place until seven years afterwards. 

fVas the Deed put fully into force during that interval f 

The question is one of considerable interest, as affecting 
the character of Wesley himself; for, consider two facts: — the 
Deed was framed to provide for a state of things arising on his 
decease: and it transferred to others, or shared with them, 
powers which until then had resided in him alone. 

The opinion has, I believe, been generally held, that the 
Poll Deed was kept in reserve during the Founder's lifetime, 
and not put in force until after his death. Had this been the 
case, it could only mean that he refused to retire from his 
practical autocracy, and to share his power with others. 

I am not aware that any biographer of Wesley, or any 
historian of Methodism, has directly dealt with the question 
here raised. But it has seemed to me inconsistent with Wesley's 
general character, and with his punctilious exactness, that he 
should, for any period whatever, disregard his own deed, which 
was of full force from the moment it was executed. It is true 
we are well informed of the serious trouble — the heart-burning 
and offence — ^which were occasioned by Wesley's own selection 
of the first members of the legal Conference. But this might 
have been caused only by the provisions of the Deed becoming 
known, as they certainly were, at the Conference immediately 



following its execution. 
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Exact information, I am glad to say, can now be furnished 
on the point in question. The first volume of the Conference 
Journals is for 1784. Until then there seems to have been no 
authoritative record of the Conference proceedings except such 
as were printed year by year. The Deed Poll, however, which 
had been executed five months before the Conference of 1784, 
prescribed that the proceedings should be "entered in the 
Journals or Minutes of the Conference." Thus it was immedi- 
ately obeyed in the provision of an official Journal. 

We find further that the first act of the Conference of 
1784 was, as the Deed prescribed, to fill up vacancies in the 
legal Conference : and already there were two. One of those 
selected by Wesley five months before had been expelled, and 
one — *Joseph Saunders — had "desisted from travelling." In 
place of the first, Francis Astbury (sic) was elected, and for 
the second vacancy, " Robert Carr Brackenbury, Esq." 

Unfortunately there is no minute in the Conference 
Journal of the actual election of President and Secretary ; and, 
curiously enough, no such minute appears until 54 years after- 
wards. The only record is, that the names of the President 
and Secretary for each year stand, as such, at the head of the 
list of the legal Conference. Now, Wesley was President as 
long as he lived, and his signature, with that of the Secretary, 
followed each year's record, as the Deed directs. There can 
be no doubt that the Deed was forthwith observed in every 
particular, and that Wesley was elected year by year until 1 790. 
While the Deed prescribes that the Conference shall " choose a 
President and Secretary," it says nothing as to the mode of 
election. It would seem highly probable that, Wesley's Pres- 
idency being accepted as a matter of course, he would be 
" chosen '* by acclamation. 

It is to be noted here that the Deed Poll says nothing 
about the re election of a President. The rule that the same 
President could not be re-elected for eight years, was made 
after Wesley's death, in 1792. 

G. STRINGER ROWE. 



* Joseph Saunderson. — C.E.W. 
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Notes on Wesley's Deed Poll. 



I. The article by the Rev. G. Stringer Rowe, "A Note on 
Wesley's Deed Poll," opens up a deeply interesting question ; 
and it is a cause of surprise that it has never been definitely 
raised before. Why it should have been thought that the 
Deed of Declaration was kept " in reserve " until after Wesley's 
death, it is not easy to understand, though such an impression 
has, undoubtedly, prevailed. The following circumstances, in 
addition to the points mentioned by Mr. Rowe, may be noted 
in confirmation of his conclusion : — 

(i). At the Conference of 1782, the serious position of 
having no legal definition of the phrase, * the Conference of 
the people called Methodists ' was acutely felt by the Preachers ; 
and, in view of Wesley's advancing age and infirmities, many 
fears were expressed that the Connexion would be rent by 
divisions after his death. There was a general wish that some 
steps might be taken to remove the danger. 

(2). At the Conference of 1784, the provisions of the 
Deed Poll were discussed, and it is notorious that some of the 
Preachers not included in " the hundred " were very angry at 
the omission of their names, and severed their connexion with 
Mr. Wesley. 

(3). At the Conference of 1785, all the Preachers present 
(and others, subsequently) signed a document, which stated 
" that Mr. Wesley was desired at the last Bristol Conference, 
without a dissentient voice, to draw up " such a Deed ; and 
further — " We also declare that we do approve of the stibstance 
and design of the Deed which Mr. Wesley has accordingly 
executed and enrolled." — Minutes^ 1785, Vol. i. p. 181. 

(4). Copies of the Deed were sent by Dr. Coke to " all 
Assistants of Circuits throughout Great Britain"; and he "after- 
wards carried copies of it to Ireland." — Life of Coke, by 
Etheridge, p. 71. 
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(5). At the Conference of 1 791, Joseph Bradford presented 
a letter written by Mr. Wesley, in which he urged the Conference 
never to "avail yourselves of the Deed of Declaration to 
assume any superiority over your brethren ; but let all things go 
on, among those Itinerants who choose to remain together, 
exactly in the same manner as when I was with you, so far as 
circumstances will permit." — Minutes^ 1791, Vol. i. p. 242. 

(6). Were further evidence required, it would be supplied 
by the wording of the Deed itself, which says of the one 
hundred Preachers named therein that they "have been and 
now are, and do on the date hereof constitute the members of 
the said Conference." 

(7). Now, let these points be considered together — the 
preliminary conversations ; the discussions in open Conference ; 
the signed declaration by the Preachers; the distribution of 
copies of the Deed among the Assistants ; the terms of Wesley's 
letter ; and the precise phraseology of the Deed : and no reason- 
able doubt can be entertained that Wesley must be absolutely 
acquitted of keeping " in reserve " a document which legally 
took effect as soon as it had been duly enrolled in Chancery. 

II. The late Dr. Osborn called attention to the fact 
that, prior to 1784, Wesley used the terms * Conference' and 
* Conferences * in three senses, viz., (i) a gathering or con- 
vention, (2) the persons composing it, (3) the records of their 
proceedings. 

Of the two former uses of the terms many examples 
occur in Wesley's Works ; but the only illustration of the third 
use of the terms I just now remember, is to be found in a 
letter to C. Hopper, dated Oct. 25th, 1780, in which Wesley 
says, " The Conference is nearly printed. It will cost a groat 
at least !" 

Subsequently to 1784, the legal meaning of the terms 
was, almost invariably, adhered to, especially in Great Britain ; 
but in Ireland, Wesley seems to have used them apart from 
their strictly legal signification, as fixed by his Deed of 
Declaration : see his Journal, July 6th, 1785 ; July 5th, 1787 ; 
July 3rd, 1 789, &c. 

III. It is well known that in reference to the question of 
the number of Preachers who should constitute the Conference, 
Wesley acted upon his own judgment, though many of the 
Preachers considered that Dr. Coke was responsible for the 
limitation. But, in truth. Coke's views were more democratic 
than Wesley's. " In naming the Preachers," (writes Wesley), 
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" I had no adviser, but I simply set down those that 
according to the best of my judgment were most proper." 
Dr. Coke held " that every Preacher in Full Connexion 
should be a member of the Conference; and that admission 
into Full Connexion should be looked upon as admission 
into membership with the Conference." However, (he 
adds), " Of course I submitted to the superior judgment and 
authority of Mr. Wesley." " I do publicly avow that I was not 
concerned in the limitation of the number, or the selection of 
the Hundred Preachers." — Address to the Methodist Society in 
Great Britain and Ireland, by Dr. Coke. 

IV. In view of the peremptory limitation " to three years 
successively" of a Preacher's appointment to "any of the 
chapels " as set forth in the famous eleventh clause of the Deed 
Poll, it is curious to find that, subsequently to 1784, in two 
cases at least this limitation was disregarded : once, during 
Wesley's life-time, and again, a few years after his death, viz., (i) 
in the case of William Hunter, who was stationed at Berwick- 
on-Tweed, in 1883,4,5,6, — Minutes, Vol. i., pp. 161, 167, 173, 
185 ; and (2) in the case of Thomas Rutherford, who was 
stationed in London, in 1801,2,3,4, — Minutes, Vol. 2., pp. 84, 
123, 168, 221. In connexion with the latter appointment a 
nota bene says, " Brother Rutherford is continued in London, 
beyond the time prescribed by our existing rules, because of a 
severe affliction, on account of which he is not removed." 

CHARLES E. WANSBROUGH. 
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Hours of Public Worship in 
Early Aethodisa. 

The Introduction of a Change in Salford by the 

Rev. Saml. Bradburn. 



A letter before me, dated December 27th, 1791, written 
by Samuel Bradburn to his friend Richard Rodda, deals with a 
subject interesting to students of Methodist history. It gives 
particulars of a forward movement, which was regarded by many 
as a dangerous innovation, and caused therefore considerable 
excitement. 

The usual time of Sunday morning service in Salford 
was 8 o'clock; but Mr. Bradburn wished to follow "the 
Independent manner," and to begin at 10. The proposed 
change was interpreted to mean opposition to the Church of 
England. The seriousness of such a step, as understood by 
not a few loyal Methodists, may be gathered from the character 
of the teaching, generally given on the subject The Large 
Minutes, for example, in use before 1797 (the sixth edition), 
when the revision took place, contains the following, under 
the Question 44, "Are there any other advices which you 
would give the Assistants? Ans. Several." Sec. 9 reads, 
" Exhort all that were brought up in the Church, to continue 
therein. Set the example yourself ; and immediately change 
every Plan that would hinder their being at Church, at least two 
Sundays in four. Carefully avoid whatever has a tendency to 
separate men from the Church ; and let all the servants in our 
Preaching-houses go to Church once on a Sunday at least. Is 
there not a cause 1 Are we not unawares, by little and little, 
sliding into a separation from the Church ? O use every means 
to prevent this ! " 

No wonder therefore that Mr. Bradburn's proposal pro 
voked considerable discussion. A Trustees' Meeting was called, 
and all but one voted for the change ; but so strong was 
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the objection of the one, that, says Bradburn, he demanded 
his money (;^Soo), which the Trustees arranged to let him 
have in two or three months. An announcement from the 
pulpit of the proposed change excited further opposition. Mr. 
Bradburn writes : — " On Friday evening last,* I received the 
following laconic note, * This is to acquaint you that I am no 
more a member of the Methodist Society. Richard Barlow.' 
To which I sent the following reply : 'Agreeable to the rights of 
man, you have an undoubted right to leave the Methodists ; 
but remember, whatever good you enjoyed among them, you 
will lose it, and perhaps you will not reflect with any pleasure 
on this step when you give in your accounts.' 

" I made no stir about this ; nor did I show the letter to 
any, save Mr. Smith and Mr. Clarke, 'till Sunday evening. Some 
person, who I know not, had put my design of preaching, as 
above, into the NewSy with a remark upon it, about our verging 
towards the Dissenters. I was sincerely glad of this, as it spread 
the matter all over this country. 

" I preached at half-past seven in the morning in 
Oldham St., and again gave out for myself at Salford, and advised 
all to go to Church that preferred it to hearing their own 
ministers. 

" At a quarter before ten I went into the Salford Chapel, 
when not a soul being come 1 went into the vestry and bolted 
the door. I then revolved in my mind every circumstance 
relating to the affair. I thought of Caesar on the banks of the 
Rubicon. I looked backwards and forwards — weighed the 
matter again and again ; and though no vision appeared to 
sound the charge, the clock struck, and I, with my 
commentaries in my heart, threw myself into the river, 
determined fully to cross it, or drown. I had about a thousand 
hearers, and many of the Leaders, among whom was Mr. Lomas, 
the Steward. I sung a short hymn, made a short prayer ; and 
then read the first and second Lessons for the day. I then sung 
a general Christmas hymn, made a general prayer, and preached 
on I Timothy 3. 16. And if ever God assisted either me or 
anyone else, He assisted me that hour. Glory be to His name !" 

Mr. Bradburn continues — " I preached in the evening at 
Oldham Street. The excitement occasioned by the ten o'clock 
service drew an unusually large congregation. I defended my 
conduct on several grounds, and boldly challenged anyone to 
dispute the point with me. Appealed to the sacred feelings of 
those who heard me, and finally advised those concerned not to 
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dispute the matter with peevish bigots ; remarked the impotent 
vanity of the fly on the wheel, and closed with some pointed 
observations on the rights of man. My text, Isa. ix. 6, led me 
to speak of the government of Christ, especially as Head of His 
Churchy which greatly served my purpose. I held it stoutly for 
two hours, and have reason to believe a good end will be 
answered." 

EDWARD BLACKALL. 
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Aethodist Service in Church 

Hours. 



Amongst the difficulties of Methodism during the later 
years of Wesley's life were those caused by the rule to which 
he tenaciously adhered, that service in Methodist Chapels 
should not be held during Church hours. It is well-known that 
great dissatisfaction prevailed amongst the Societies in conse- 
quence of this arrangement ; and in Manchester especially it 
led to a train of circumstances, some of which I have not 
seen in print. I append an extract from a letter written by a 
daughter of Thos. Taylor to James Everett in 1825, when he 
was collecting materials for his Methodism in Manchester. She 
was born during the period of her father's ministry in the 
Manchester Circuit in 1 771, and at the time of writing was 
resident in Darlington. The following paragraphs bear on the 
point in question : — " From small beginnings of Methodism in 
Manchester it may be imagined what a great and important 
work the erection of Oldham St. chapel was considered. It is 
well known that High-Church principles were so prevalent, as 
to exclude our own preachers from officiating in church hours ; 
and it was therefore deemed necessary to appoint a priest, who 
should be duly authorised to read prayers, &c. Mr. Edward 
Bayley was chosen, one who coming a poor boy to Kingswood 
had just received his education, and then became a teacher 
there. He by imposition of Wesley's hands was constituted a 
proper person for this office, for which he was to receive a 
remuneration. However he conceived he could do better for 
himself, and soon after left them to shift for themselves. And 
concluding himself fully at liberty to obtain a diploma on what- 
ever terms, he realized his project, and becoming Dr. Bayley 
left the reading desk at Oldham St. to be occupied as it might, 
meanwhile privately collecting subscriptions for a new church. 
He engaged all the Church Methodists on his side, and selling 
his proposed seats at a certain sum, for which sum he was 
afterwards to receive 5 per cent, per annum, he erected the 
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church — St. James [in] George St., where he lived and died. 
Meanwhile some of our Manchester friends grew impatient of 
having their chapel shut up during most of the Sabbath, and it 
was thought (1787) that a house might be erected in Salford 
with the advantage that the people might bring their families 
in the forenoon and the afternoon, to join in prayer and praise. 
The plan was carried into effect in the summer of 1791, Dr. 
Coke preaching in the morning, and Mr. Bradburn in the 
afternoon. The sacrament was then administered and liberty 
of conscience established." 

Dr. Bayley's connection with Methodism, and the fact 
that the Oldliam St. congregation, on the conclusion of their 
service, were accustomed to go in a body to his church, were 
well known. But the earlier plan that he should be ordained, 
so as to be able to read prayers in Oldham St. during church 
hours, which plan was soon frustrated by his own independent 
action, is a new view of the case. The same may be said of the 
erection of Gravel-Lane chapel, as a kind of revolt on the 
part of the more liberally-minded Methodists from the regime 
of the Church Methodists at Oldham St. At all events it is a 
fact, that at Gravel-Lane the Sunday services from the first 
were held during Church hours. 

JOHN BROXAP. 
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Wesley's Translations of Hyans 

FROA THE GERAAN. 



The Rev. Richard Watson, in the first edition of his 
Life of the Rev. John Wesley, attributed the whole of the 
translations from the German to the Rev. Charles Wesley. In 
a subsequent edition he modified his opinion, and admitted 
that some of the hymns were translated by John, still contend- 
ing, however, that there is internal evidence of Charles' manner 
in others. Miss Sarah Wesley was of opinion {Life of C, Wesley, 
ii. 456) that her father did not understand German, and that 
the hymns were all translated by her uncle John. The Revs. 
Thomas Jackson, W. P. Burgess, Mr. David Creamer and Dr. 
Osborn, all assign the whole of the translations to the Rev. 
John Wesley ; and he himself says in his sermon "On knowing 
Christ after the Flesh," referring to the Moravians, " I translated 
many of their hymns for the use of our congregations." 

The Collection of Psalms and Hymns, published by John 
Wesley at Charles-Town in 1737, compiled, according to his 
own statement, in 1736, contains five translations from the 
German; and the volume, with the same title but entirely 
different contents, published at London in 1738, contains five 
others ; the whole ten and eleven more being reprinted in 
Hymns and Sacred Poems, i739- Six others occur in Hymns 
and Sacred Poems, 1 740 ; one in Hymns and Sacred Poems, 
1742; and two in Psalm^s and Hymns, 1741, making a total 
of thirty. Twenty-two of these are in the collection now 
in use. Of these, two being long ones are each divided into 
two parts (Dessler^s Hymn, Nos. 133 and 196; and Lange's, 
Nos. 240 and 241), thus making the number in the Hymn- 
book twenty-four, and leaving eight not now in use. 

The following is a list of the first lines of the hymns, 
chronologically arranged, with the authors' names, and with 
the numbers in the present Hymn-book prefixed. 
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Psalms and Hymns. Charles-Town, 1737. 

240-1 O God, thou bottomless abyss ! Ernst Lange. 

Jesu, to Thee my heart I bow. Zinzendorf. 

353 O J^su, source of calm repose. Freylinghausen. 

338 Thou Lamb of God, thou Prince of peace. C.F.Richter. 
My soul before Thee prostrate lies. „ 

Psalms and Hymns. London, 1738. 

737 Thou, Jesu, art our King. J. Scheffler. 

344 Thou hidden love of God, whose height. Tersteegen. 

339 O Thou to whose all-searching sight. Zinzendorf and 

Freylinghausen. 

All glory to the eternal Three. Zinzendorf. 

279 Shall I, for fear of feeble man. J. J. Winckler. 

Hymns and Sacred Poems. 1739. 

133 Jesu, whose glory's streaming rays [stanzas i, ii, iii.] 

W. C. Dessler. 

196 Into thy gracious hands I fall [stanzas iv, v, vi.] 

W. C. Dessler. 
Monarch of all, with lowly fear. Freylinghausen. 

831 Commit thou all thy griefs. Paul Gerhardt. 

373 Jesu, thy boundless love to me. „ 

38 O God, of good the unfathomed sea. Scheffler. 

431 O God, what offering shall I give. Joachim Lange. 

[The first verse — " Jesu, thy light again I view " — omitted. J 

666 O God of God, in whom combine. Zinzendorf. 

494 Lo ! God is here ! let us adore. Tersteegen. 

O thou, whom sinners love, whose care. Zinzendorf. 

655 Eternal depth of love divine. „ 

210 Thee will I love, my strength, my tower. Scheffler, 

Hymns and Sacred Poems. 1740. 

23 Extended on a cursed tree. Gerhardt. 

26 I thirst, thou wounded Lamb of God. Zinzendorf and 

Nitschmann. 

189 Now I have found the ground wherein. J. A. Rothe. 
350 Holy Lamb, who thee receive. Anna Dober. 

High praise to thee, all-gracious God. L. A. Go tter. 

190 Jesu, thy blood and righteousness. Zinzendorf. 
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Psalms and Hymns. 1741. 

Meek, patient Lamb of God, to thee. Probably by 

Gottfried Arnold. 
Jesu, thy soul renew my own.* 

Of Him who did salvation bring. Trans, of St. Ber- 
nard's Jesu Dvlcis 
Memaiia. 
O Jesu, Bridegroom of my soul. Johann Heermann. 
Lord Jesu, Fountain of my life. Martin Behm. 

The last three have been ascribed to Wesley, but 
erroneously. The translations are taken from 
Jacobins Psalmodia Germanica, 

Hymns and Sacred Poems. 1 742. 

492. What shall we offer our good Lord. A. G. Spangenberg. 
(First verse begins. High on His everlasting throne). 

C. D. HARDCASTLE. 



* Translation of Anima Christi sanctifica me ; author unknown ; but 
found as early as the xiv. cent. Probably translated by Wesley from 
Scheffler's or Freylinghausen's German version. 
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Wesley's Translation of Geraan 

Hyans. 



To the former papers on this subject, the following may 
not inappropriately be added. 

Mr. Thursfield Smith has, amongst his Wesleyana^ a. 
treasure of singular interest. It is Wesley's MS. Diary, or 
Pocket Journal, extending from "May i. 1736. 0.S." to Feb. 11. 
1737. This unique little book may, in a future number, be 
described. At one end of the book are translations of four 
hymns, — three are from the German, the source of the other 
is uncertain. The three appeared in Wesley's first Hymn-book, 
A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, printed in Charles-Town, 
1737, and subsequently in Hymns arid Sacred Poems, published 
in London, 1739. One of them is in our present Hymn-book 
(No. 353). These are early, perhaps the original, translations 
by Wesley, which he afterwards revised. The alterations are 
exhibited below. One of the four has never, as far as can be 
discovered, been printed. This may be accounted for by its 
manifest inferiority. Its author is at present unknown. A 
number (306) at the head seems to point to some collection, 
probably German, from which it may have been taken. The 
hymn is appended. 

First MS. hymn not numbered. See Psalms and Hymns, 
1737, p. 38 ; and Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739, p. 181, where 
it is entitled, " Christ protecting and sanctifying." 
Ver. i. 1. I. — "O Jesus source of sweet repose." Ps, and Hys., 
1737, and Hys. and 8,P., 1739, read Jesu and calm, 1. 6. — 
" Find light and life for thou art there" : altered in MS. to if 
thou appear, 
Ver. ii. 1. 3. — " Ere time his ceaseless course began ": 1737 and 
1739 read its, 1. 4. — "Thou when the appointed time was 
come": 1737 and 1739 read hour. 1. 5. — "Didst not abhor 
the Virgin's womb ": 1737 reads disdain; and 1739, abhor, 
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Ver. V. 1. 1. — "Renew thy likeness^ Lord, in me": 1737 and 1739 
read thy image; Hymn-book, thine image. 1. 3; — "No 
charms hut these to thee are dear^^: 1739 reads No charms to 
thee hit these are dear, 1. 6. — " But Faith and Heav'n-born 
peace he there": 1737 reads are and 1739 Je. 

Ver. vi. 1. 2. — "That life and all things cos^ behind": Hymn- 
book reads casts, 1. 5. — " But still to adore and praise and 
love " : 1739 reads believe. 

Second MS. Hymn, numbered 724. See Psalms and 
Hymns, 1737, p. 56, and Hymns and Sacred Poems, i739> where 
it is entitled, " Hoping for Grace." 
Ver. ii. 1. i. — "Lost and undone for Thee I cry": altered in 

MS. to hdp, then to aid, 1. 3. — " Grieved with thy grief, 

pained in thy pain": 1737 and 1739 read mth, 
Ver. iv. — " I feel well that I love thee. Lord ; 

I exercise me in thy Word ; 
Yet vile affections claim a part 

And thou hast only half my heart." 

1737 and 1739 omit this verse. 
Ver. vii. 1. i. — ^*Yet know I well thy tender love": 1737 and 

1739 read And well I know. So in line 3. 1. 4. — " Pleas'd 

from myself to make me free": 1737 and 1739 read to set 

me free, 
Ver. viii. 1. i. — ^^ Still will I watch and labour still": 1737 reads 

stUl I do watch ; and 1739, stUl mil I watch, 
Ver. ix. 1. 2. — " God hath destroyed the power of hell": 1737 and 

1739 read God will destroy, 1. 4. — "Leads me where rest 

and safety reign": 1737 and 1739 ^^^^ where peace and 

safety reign, 
Ver. xi. 1. i. — "When my warm'd thought I fix on Thee": 1737 

and 1739 read thoughts, 
Ver. xii. 1. 3. — "And feel that Truth no dovibt": altered in MS. 

to And fed what endless ages prove : 1737 and 1739 read what 

endless age shall prove. 

Third MS. hymn, numbered 215. See Psalms and Hymns^ 
i737> P- 26, 3Lnd Hynms and Sacred Poems, i739> where it is 
entitled " Subjection to Christ." 
Ver. i. 4. — " Be thou my Life, my Lord, My Love ; " 1737 and 

1739 ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^y Lord, my Life, my Love, 
Ver. ii. 1. 3. — "With sacred warmth my sovl inspire" : altered in 

MS. to hea/rt, 
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Ver. iv. 1. 2. — "And triumph o'er my willing heart** : altered in 
MS. to breast, 1. 4. — " And lead me to % Father's rest " : 
1737 and 1739 read My Father's, 

MS. Hymn hitherto unpublished. 

306. To thee with heart and mouth I sing, 
To all the earth make known, 
*[To God] My hearts' desire, my God and King, 
What Thou to me hast shewn. 

That thou the everlasting source 

Of mercy art, I know, 
From whom with *[an un] never ceasing course. 

Unnumbered blessings flow. 

What are we. Lord ? Of all we have 

What hath our eye surveyed, 
But what thy bounty, Father, gave. 

But what thy hand hath made ? 

Who hath yon beauteous starry plain 

Fix'd by his powerful voice ; 
Who with soft dew and timely rain 

Bids our *[glad] parched fields rejoice ? 

fWhen chilling snows earth's face bespread. 

Gives cheerful t fires to shine, 
Who crowns with oil our cheerful head. 

And glads our hearts with wine ? 

Life, motion, sense ! whose gifts are these ! 

Whose all-disposing hand 
Our borders guards, and golden peace 

Preserves throughout our land ? 

R. GREEN. 



* Struck out 
t Altered to JVAo when chill snows, 
X Cheerful struck out, but no other word supplied. 
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French Aethodist Hyan Books 
FOR THE Channel Islands. 



Though not of general interest, yet the following list of 
hymn boo^ may be acceptable to some members of the 
Historical Society. 

1. BecueU de CarUiques, Londres, 1786. i2mo. 202 hymns. 

This first Methodist hymn-book for the Channel Islands 
was compiled by Robert Carr Brackenbury, the pioneer of the 
Methodist Society in Jersey. None of the hymns are original ; 
many are Catholic hymns with corrections. 

Then comes a series of hymn books by Jean de Quete 
ville, the founder of Methodism in Guernsey. 

2. Nouveau recueU de cantigues spirUuds b, Tusage des fideles, et 
de tous ceux qui aiment la vdrite. Guemesey. MDCCXCV. 
12 mo., 403 pages. CCCCLXVII hymns ; one not numbered 
at the end. 

3. Hecueil de cantigues pour Vusage des personnes appdies Mdho- 
diste, *A Bristol: chez R. Edwards. 1799. i2mo., 403 pages. 
CCCCLXVIII hymns. 

This is an exact reprint of No. 2, except the title page 
and numberless printer's mistakes. 

4. Supplement au livre de cantigues. A Bristol : chez R. Edwards. 
1799. 1 2 mo., paged 407 to 454. LXII hymns. 

I have two copies bound up with Nos. 2 and 3. 

5. Nouveau recueU de cantigues d, Vusage de la socidti appdSe MUho- 
diste, Guernesey : De Timprimerie de J. A. Chevalier et N. 
Manger, imprimeurs du Roi, rue de la Fontaine, No. 328. 
MDCCCVI. i2mo., 526 pages. DCLXIII hymns. 

6. RecueU de carUigueSy b, Vusage de la ISocidtd appeiUe Mithodiste, 
Par Jean de Queteville. Guernesey. 1818. 12 mo., 762 hymns. 

I have not before me now the original edition — only one 
of the stereotype reprints of the Book-Room in London. 
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The hymn books of de Queteville are most unsatisfactory, 
being weak translations of Wesley's Hymns made to fit English 
tunes. And the more he mended them from edition to edition, 
the worse they became. 

The two following are a compilation by committees of 
ministers of the Channel Islands. No attempt was made to 
secure original hymns, but simply to gather what was best in 
French Protestant hymnology, together with whatever could be 
found passable in de Queteville. 

7. Eecueil de Cantiques h Vusage des dglises Mdthodistes des ties de 
la Manchs, Nouvelle Edition. Londres. 1868. i2mo., 432 
pages. 454 hymns. 

8. BecueU de Cantiques h Vusage des dglises Mdihodistes des Ues de 
la Manche, Nouvelle Edition avec supplement. Londres. 1893. 
i2mo., 652 pages. 656 hymns. 

A reprint of No. 7, with supplement; is paged 405 to 
652. Nos. 6, 7, 8 are also found in 32mo. editions. 

Dr. Lelievre has handled in his father's library a hymn 
book (now lost) which was said to be one prepared for the use 
of French prisoners in England. In that case it would have 
been prepared by William Toase. 

Any French hymn-book printed in England before 18 15, 
might be of Methodist interest if Dr. Lelievre is right, and at 
any rate would be of interest in the history of French Protestant 
hymnology. M. GALLIENNE, fils. 

" The earliest French Hymn Book in connection with 
Methodism deserves loving remembrance by both France and 
England. It was drawn up under the auspices of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society for the use of the thousands of French 
prisoners in the Medway, at Plymouth, and Portsmouth. The 
earliest mention of the book is found July loth, 18 13 (see 
Methodist Magazine of that year: interesting details of the 
mission are given in the vols, for 181 1). It may have been 
compiled by Rev. W. Toase, who was in charge of the mission. 
The 181 5 edition Choix de Cantiques b, Vusage des Frisonniers 
FrangaiSy contains 123 pieces : some of them by Pictet; some 
of them translations from Watts, Cowper and other English 
pieces ; some from the metrical psalm versions ; some from 
the Moravian, and others from sources not identified." — Julian's 
Dictionary of Hymnology. Julian's error is obvious. The 
earliest work of Brackenbury named in the Dictionary is Sacred 
Foems in three parts (London : 1797). R. G. 
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Ars. Rich. 



The facts relating to the Methodist life of Mrs. Rich 
need not be re-told in this Journal. Its readers remember how 
she, like Mrs. Gwynne, was impressed by reading the "Appeal 
to Men of Reason and Religion," and converted under a 
sermon preached by C. Wesley in West St. Chapel ; how she 
was persecuted by her eccentric husband, the manager of 
Covent Garden theatre ; how she wrote a pathetic letter to 
her father-in-God, and how he replied with a poem "For a 
Persecuting Husband." The Rev. T. Jackson has given an 
improved version of the letter just named, but the original we 
are able to give through the courtesy of the Rev. C. H. Kelly. 

London Nov** ye 27 1746 
Dear & Rev» S* 

I am infinitely obliged to you for your kind letter, it gave 
me Great comfort and at a time I had much need of it, for I 
have been very ill both in body and mind. Some part arose 
for my poor Partner who I fear has in a great measure stifl'd the 
convictions god Gave him. 

As to my self God has been pleas'd to show me so much 
of my one unworthiness and helplessness that the sight has 
allmost broke my heart and I mite truly be called a woman of 
a sorrowfuU spirit. 

Oh ; think what it is to be oblig'd to conceal this from 
the eys of those that know nothing of these things but call it 
all madness, the Lord teach them better, at whose table I have 
been greatly strengthened and thorough his grace I still hope to 
conquer all the enemys of my soul. 

I gave a copy of the Hymn to Mr. L.[ampe] who at the 
reading shed some tears and said he would write to you as well 
as if you was his own brother. The Lord encrease it for I 
hope it is a good Sign. As to the sale of the Himms he could 
give me no account as yet, not having reed aney him self nor 
have I got my Dear little girls. 
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The enclosed is a copy of a song Mr. Rich has sung in a 
new scene added to one of his old entertainments in the 
character of Harlequin Preacher to convince the town he is 
not a Methodist. 

Oh ; pray for him that he may be a Christian in deed 
and then we will be no more concem'd about what he is call'd. 

& for me 

Your unworthi 

Daughter in Xt 

P. RICH. 

The orthographic vagaries might seem to prove defects in 
the education of the writer, were we not assured on high 
authority that correct spelling was not then common, and men 
of literary attainments must share in the reproach. 

But the mention of Mrs. Rich in the Journals of the 
Jachin and Boaz of our church, the kindness she showed to 
the poet and his family, the opportunities obtained through her 
of bringing Methodism to the notice of Handel, Pepusch, I^mpe, 
and many others who were in high social positions, seemed to 
call for a further investigation of the life of this gracious 
woman. The results have been given in an article entitled 
"From the Green-room to the Class-room," which appeared in 
the WesUyan Magazine in the May issue of this year. But the 
method of the investigation, together with a re-statement of 
some of the principal facts and some additional information, 
may here be given. 

These researches were to have begun in St. John's Wood, 
where, by appointment, I was to see the large collection of 
theatrical portraits collected by the late Sir Augustus Harris; 
but unfortunately Lady Harris was ill in bed, and I was unable 
to repeat the call. I had hoped to find a portrait of Miss 
Lampe and her name in a cast in one of the old play bills. 
Her ladyship, however, sent me the information that she had 
looked in vain through the collection of portraits, and that all 
the old play bills were bequeathed by her late husband to the 
British Museum. 

The next objective was West Street Chapel to see the 
the gallery in which the Countess Huntingdon, Mrs. Rich, and 
other elect ladies used to sit while listening to the great 
evangelists who occupied that pulpit. Though this historic 
fane is now a High Church Mission-room, a number of 
extracts from Wesley's Journals relating to the building had 
been framed and hung in a prominent place. (Let the trustees 

56 



Proceedings. 

of other famous chapels copy.) After walking round Covent 
Garden theatre for the sake of its associations with Mrs. and Mr. 
Rich, etc., and visiting Broad Court where Mr. and Mrs. Lampe 
lived, I accepted the invitation of Mr. J. Knight, F.S.A. 
(editor of NoUs and Queries) to examine the original picture of 
the Rich family, by Hogarth. It is a small work containing 
four figures, which Mr. Knight was not able to identify, but 
probably the lady sitting by the side of Mr. Rich in the arbour 
or porch is his second wife, and the lady in the open either 
Miss Rich or the third Mrs. Rich (formerly his housekeeper), 
and the child standing in her lap must be little John, '* who 
died " as the family monument says, " in infancy." Among 
other portraits in this large collection are those of Mrs. 
Pritchard, Quin, Woodward, Hippisley, and others who trod 
with Mrs. Rich " the buskined stage." 

At the British Museum the opportunity was enjoyed of 
reading in an early edition of Vanbnigh's " Relapse " the part 
of Amanda, one of Mrs. Rich's favourite characters. A copy of 
a play bill announcing her (under the name of Stevens) in this 
part was given in the Magazine. In the Print Room, among 
other engravings relating to theatrical scenes in the career of 
Mr. Rich there is a small one after Hogarth, of a "Garden 
Scene at Mr. Rich's Villa at Cowley, " but as this has been 
reproduced and described in the Magazine, we here pass it by 
in favour of a lively portrait of Miss Rich, by T. Cousins, after 
Hogarth. Whether this lady is C. Wesley's " miracle of body 
and mind "whose untimely decease he commemorated in a 
poem, I cannot say, but before this date it would have been 
reproduced had not the owners of the copyright asked the 
prohibitory amount of six guineas for the privilege. 

To these notes may be added an extract from an 
unpublished letter of C. Wesley to his wife, and some sarcastic 
lines written by an enemy when it was rumoured that Mrs. 
Rich had joined the Methodists. 

May I, 1753. 
Dear S., 

I talked largely with Mrs. R. this morning. A few 
days hence she goes to Paris, where she will see the letter. 
Therefore I was under the necessity of apprising her of the 
contents. She looks upon it in the True Light, as a Providential 
Blessing, and on our Friend as the only Person under Heaven 
that could help. I^^m not without Hope that she will bring 
[?back] her Friends if poor Mrs. G. lives a few months longer. 
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Mrs. Rich sends her sincere Love. I cannot doubt the 
sincerity of it. She thinks you or I ought to inform Mrs. G. 
of our affairs, since she has made so frequent and so particular 
Inquiry. 



Adieu the Delights of the Stage, 

My Barrow and rare Mellow Pears, 

Poor Lun* is reforming the Age 

By psalm-singing, preaching, and prayers. 

His Harlequin coat thrown aside, 

To the Band and the Gown must give place. 

And his Warnings go forth far and wide 

To convert Covent Garden to Grace. 

Tis Godliness only is gain 

That lasting contentment best yields, 

And what the poor Stage tries in vain 

May be done on a stool at Moorfields. 

The scenes that years [past could amuse] 

Shall fill you with Sanctify'd Qualms, 

The boxes be turned into pews. 

And the Musick play nothing but Psalms. 

Precisely at Six it begins ; 
My flock shall go edify'd hence : 
Your Methodist takes all your sins. 
So with 'em he takes but your pence. 
So brethren and sisters, attend, 
I'll open your eyes to new light ; 
Be warned by the voice of a Friend, 
And crowd to my preaching each night. 

R. BUTTERWORTH. 



Mr. Rich first appeared under this name. 
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John Wesley and the Quakers 

IN Ireland. 



From the "Memoirs of the Life of James Gough" 
(Note i) I cull the following particulars of a transaction of 
which I can find no particulars in Jackson's edition of Wesley's 
Journals : — " About this time (Note 2) the Methodists had got 
some footing in sundry parts of Ireland, and in Mountmellick 
in particular ; John Curtis, a Friend, of Bristol, who had been 
one of them about a year, having been afterwards convinced of 
our principles and received a gift of the ministry, came once 
upon a religious visit to Friends in Ireland, amongst whom his 
service was very acceptable. I was with him at a large meeting 
in the Court-house in Athy, another in the Assembly-Room at 
Athlone, and at several others which were very large. He 
concluded his service in Ireland with an epistle to Friends 
whom he had visited, which the national meeting ordered to be 
printed. I mention this by reason of what follows : — One 
afternoon John Wesley made his first entrance into Mount- 
mellick, attended by a large company on horseback of those 
who joined with him in society. As several of their ministers 
had been here before, some of whom had invited me to come 
and bring my family to hear them preach the gospel, I had not 
yet had freedom to go : but hearing that John Wesley was to 
preach that evening in the open market-place, I was not easy 
to avoid going. So I went, and standing at a friend's shop- 
door, I heard him begin with the following preamble or intro- 
duction : — * Before I unfold to you the oracles of God, I must 
first remove a stumbling-block out of the way, which is this ; 
I understand one John Curtis from Bristol hath of late been 
travelling in these parts, and endeavouring to lay waste that 
good work which it hath pleased God to carry on by our 
hands, giving out that he was formerly a Methodist and 
acquainted with me. Now he never was a Methodist to my 
knowledge, and I think he could not be one in or about 

59 



Wesley Historical Society. 

Bristol without it : and as to my acquaintance with the said 
John Curtis, I solemnly declare I never had any; only I 
remember being twice in his company occasionally, about 
eight years ago. I hope no man wUl account me an offender 
for speaking the truth. If George Fox were here he would 
embrace me for it.' 

** This was the substance of his introduction in the same 
words, or very nearly the same, in which he delivered it, for I 
gave good attention to this part. Then he proceeded to what 
he called unfolding the oracles of God, which I thought was 
stamping the matter far too high. 

"That evening I got two friends to accompany me to his 
lodging to speak to him hereupon. At the first mentioning of 
the subject he discovered some warmth. *I tell you John 
Curtis has done more harm in his journey thro' these parts, 
than ever he will do good as long as he lives. He has gone 
about scattering poison.' This high charge he undertook to 
prove thus. * What poison is to the body, that bigotry is to 
the mind ; but John Curtis has been industrious to sow bigotry, 
that is to sow dis-affection in the hearts of christians toward 
one another, barely on account of difference in opinion.' 

" To all this I replied to the following import * I was an 
entire stranger to John Curtis till he came into these parts, 
since which I had made use of the opportunity of contracting 
an acquaintance with him, and being pretty much in his 
company, I have known him to be influenced with the 
universal love of God, and that he has endeavoured to propa- 
gate the same in others. This thou canst never call scattering 
poison ; and if my account differ from thine, so doth the 
foundation on which it is built. For thine is only upon 
hear-say, which is too slender a foundation, whereupon 
publickly to asperse any man's character who is not present to 
answer and vindicate himself.' At this he seemed somewhat 
confused, and acknowledged that he had not duly considered 
that part of the matter ; but thought he might depend on the 
sundry repeated informations, he had received from different 
quarters. 

"This opportunity concluded peaceably, with John Wesley's 
acknowledging, ^ that it had been to his edification, and that 
he therefore wished he could get the like opportunities with our 
friends more frequently ; that he saw some things in a clearer 
light than he had done before, and that he would never say 
anything against John Curtis publickly again, unless he 
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administered a real foundation for it.' I heard he had the 
day before made the same preamble, or to the same purport 
before his sermon at Edendeny, and would probably have gone 
on so from place to place. 

" I writ to John Curtis hereupon, who answered that he 
never pretended to, nor ever spoke of his having any intimate 
acquaintance with John Wesley; but that he was regularly 
a methodist for some time, he sent me a certificate, signed by 
several of the same fraternity, and some other testimonials. 

" Hereupon he writ to John Wesley, and sent me over 
copies of the letters that passed between them. I did not see 
that this paper-war, if continued, would be likely to serve any 
good purpose, and so I wrote to him, and it dropped. And all 
the use I made of the above-said testimonials was occasionally 
to shew them to some of the methodists and to one of their 
ministers." 

NOTES TO THE FOREGOING. 

1. James Gough, bom at Kendal, in Westmorland, in 
1 712, was trained as a schoolmaster under David Hall, a noted 
Skipton Quaker. He was schoolmaster successively of the 
Quaker Schools at Cork, Dublin, and Mountmellick, which 
last place he left in 1761 to settle finally at Bristol. 

2. The exact date of the transaction is not easy to fix. 
In Wesley's Journals there is no allusion to Gough, and in 
Gough's Memoirs, instead of dates, we have only the two 
statements that it was John Wesley's first entrance into Mount 
Mellick, and that he had preached the day before at Edenderry. 
The one or the other of these statements must be incorrect. 
Following Wesley's itinerary on his 1 748 visit, being as far as I 
can gather from the Journal the first when he visited Mount- 
mellick, he left Dublin on the 28th April, travelling to Athlone 
by way of Killcock, Killegad, Tyrrel's Pass, and Temple 
Macqueteer, reaching Athlone on the 29th. On the 3rd of 
May he entered upon the round of Athlone, Birr, Ballibay, 
Clare, Tullamore, Mountmellick, Philipstown, TuUamore, Moat, 
Athlone (8th May), not coming nearer to Edinderry than 
Philipstown. Leaving Athlone on the loth May, he proceeded 
to Tullamore and Mountmellick, and thence direct — by Eden- 
derry — back to Dublin. In 1749, however, Wesley's Journal 
has: — "Monday, May i. I preached at five in the evening 
at Edinderry, to an exceedingly well-behaved congregation. 
I preached at five in the morning (i.e. 2 May), many Quakers 
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being present, on ' They shall be all taught of God.' In the 
evening I preached at Mountmellick." 

This leads us fairly to conclude that the transactions 
detailed in Cough's Memoirs took place, not on the occasion 
of Wesley^s first visit to Mountmellick in 1748, but on 2 May 
1749, during his third visit to Ireland and second to Mount- 
mellick. The evident animus of Gough finds its explanation 
in the light of such passages as the following, culled from the 
Journal : — " Rode to Mountmellick and dined with Joseph Fry, 
late a Quaker; Preached at Mountmellick, many Quakers being 
present ; Baptised a man and a woman, late Quakers, at Mount- 
mellick, as I had done the night before." 

C. A. FEDERER. 

FURTHER NOTE TO THE ABOVE. 

Wesley in this tour was accompanied by Robert Swindells 
from whose Journal, or rather transcript of Wesley's Journal, an 
extract bearing on this incident and confirming Mr. Federer's 
view as to date, is given in Smith's History of Methodism, vol. i, 
p. 662. It is in part as follows : — " In the afternoon I rode to 
Edinderry (Edenderry ?) and met the leaders of Society : at five 
I preached to an exceedingly well-behaved congregation. Many 
of them were Quakers. I spoke a few words concerning John 
Curtis, at which they seemed not a little amazed. Several of 
them afterwards desired to be present at the meeting of the 
Society. I was glad they did ; for the power of Cod was upon 
us in an uncommon manner . . . Two of the brethren who 
came the night before to meet me rode with me to Mount 
Melick (? Mountmellick) ; where is now the largest Society we 
have in Ireland, next to those of Dublin and Cork. Being 
informed that the Quakers in general, as well here as in Cork, 
Athlone and Edinderry, had left the preaching from the time of 
John Curtis' coming, I took occasion before I preached to 
mention here also the real state of the case between us, but 
with the utmost caution and tenderness. An hour or two 
afterward James Gough, the speaker, with two more of his 
friends, came to expostulate with me on the head. James 
laboured hard to persuade me that I was misinformed, and 
that John Curtis had neither directly, nor indirectly, said one 
word against the Methodists." 

C. H. CROOKSHANK. 
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Notes and Queries. 



23. In reply to No. 19, Mr. Henry W. Pontis of Rotherham 
writes : — * The pamphlet was written by William Green, 
of Rotherham. He was bom at Mansfield, but came 
here early. He was keeping a school in 1743, and was 
still doing so in 1771. The date of his death I have not 
learnt. He was the pioneer of Methodism at Rotherham, 
entertaining John Wesley and others. He suffered much 
persecution and loss, and several times his life was in 
danger. You will find a good deal about Green in the 
chapter on Old Methodism in Guest's Historic Notes of 
Botherham, Guest does not however mention the 
pamphlet ; but James Everett in his Historical Sketches of 
Methodism in Sheffield and its Vicinity does.' Mr. Pontis 
further states that the first edition (i2mo, pp. 94) was 
printed in London in 1767 for W. NicoU, of 51, St. Paul's 
Churchyard, and that a copy is to be seen in the British 
Museum. For many years the book was very popular, 
having been written as a set-off against a pamphlet entitled 
"An Earnest and Affectionate Address to the People 
called Methodists," which was very largely circulated in 
the neighbourhood of Rotherham. Other editions are 
one printed in 1786 (i2mo, pp. 83), another at York in 
1795, and another at Lancaster in 181 7. Wesley often 
mentions Green and " his saintly wife " in his Journals, 
and evidently thought much of him. — Mr, C, A, Federer. 

24. On page 52 of Bennefs Minutes is the following, "Let 
every other meeting of the Society, either at the Foundery, 
the Chapel, Bristol, Kingswood, Newcastle, or elsewhere, 
be inviolably private " &c. A note says, " It is not clear 
what chapel is referred to. In the Revised Minutes the 
entry is * the chapel at Bristol ;' and in the Disciplinary 
Minutes, * the chapel, at Bristol.' " It seems rather bold to 
say so in the presence of this note, but I have no 
hesitation in saying that *the chapel' is West Street 
chapel, in the west-end of London. The date of the 
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Minutes is 1748. West Street had been opened in 1743, 
and had taken the place of a meeting-room in Short's 
Gardens. The Foundery was a secular (very secular) 
building adapted for Methodist worship, the West Street 
building was a consecrated chapel. Wesley in his Journal 
says, — 1743, May 29 — " I began oflficiating at the chapel in 
West Street." — ^June 5 : " The service of the chapel lasted 
till near four in the afternoon." Anyone who has time to 
make a list of these references from John Wesley's 
Journal and that of his brother ¥rill find, I think, abund- 
ant confirmation of this position. There was a house in 
Broadmead, Bristol, but it was not consecrated, and was 
therefore not entitled to be called a chapel. — Bev. J. 
Telford. 

25. I have lately purchased a volume entitled, Jesuitism and 
Methodism, a novel. (London: Printed for the author, 
and published by Saunders and Otley, Conduit Street 
1829. i2mo. 2 vols, in one, i. pp. 256; ii. pp. 118.) It 
is well furnished with quotations, frequently from French 
writers. Is anything known of it ? Who was the writer ; 
and were there any special causes in 1829, to occasion 
such a book ? — Mr. Francis M. Jackson. 

26. Can anyone tell where this sapng of Wesley is found, 
" The world may not like our Methodists and Evangelical 
people, but the world cannot deny that they die well " ? — 
Rev. J. Tdfard. 

27. Have any readers of this Journal original letters or notes 
about Methodism in Manchester from 1749 to 1820? I 
am wishful to have any particulars that have not yet been 
published, and especially any that relate to Methodist 
services in the south of Manchester. I shall be glad to 
see any Circuit plans for Manchester of an early date. 
Can anyone give me information respecting services that 
used to be held in Clegg Street chapel, or room, before 
George Street chapel in Hulme was built ? Had we any 
services in "Little Ireland" in those days? — Rev, E. 
Martin, 
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The Genealogy of the Wesley 

Faai ly. 



This paper, by one who has only an outside acquaintance 
with the subject, is necessarily but tentative, and designed to 
lead to further inquiry and information. The data which have 
been worked upon are those supplied by the confessedly 
imperfect historical records contained in Stevenson's volume. 
Nevertheless, the names on which the ensuing argument turns, 
and the different forms of them exhibited at different stages of 
the genealogy, may have their accuracy tested to some extent 
by the etymology which they yield, the more so as the book in 
question gives no evidence that the compiler had any thought 
of their etymological significance in thus presenting the names. 

One assumption, which it is hoped may be re-considered, 
is that the names Wellesley and Wesley, borne variously, and 
almost indifferently, by the family at different periods of its 
history, are but varying forms of the same name. The 
genealogy, if it be worth anything, proves the contrary ; and 
as, in any case, it presents, though unavowedly, a most interest- 
ing word-history, this fact must be reckoned with by those who 
dispute the genuineness of the account. 

In the first place, comparing the genealogical table with 
Stevenson's notes on the same, we find that the place at which 
lived the first-named ancestor of the Wesley family. Thane 
Guy, about 938 A.D., was * Welswe,' or *Wilswe,' near Wells. 
The great-grandson of Guy is called Walrond of *Welswey,* 
and the grandson of the latter, 'Roger de Wellesley.' Now, it 
is contended that these variations can hardly have come about 
by the hazard of reckless conjecture, for they conform too 
strictly to the etymological probabilities of the case ; nor can 
they well have been invented, for, as was before mentioned, no 
etymological significance seen to have been thought of as 
attaching to the names in qu^ v On reference to the Anglo- 
Saxon Dictionary, it will bef i that " wiell ' or * wil,' other- 



Wesley Historical Society. 

wise *wel * (thus accounting for the alternative spellings, *Wilswe ' 
and * Welswe *), stands for our * well ' ( = spring) ; also that * weg ' 
(the g very Hkely a soft guttural) = * way.' In the Middle- 
English period *weg' had already become *wey' (through a 
further softening of the g), or * we ' (through its total loss) — * weg ' 
being still sometimes used, as well as other forms. Either that 
process had already begun in Guy s time, or, which is perhaps 
more likely, the genealogy was made out (or copied) later, and 
the later form, * we,' substituted for the earlier. 

Thus far there is no difficulty. * Wilswe,' or * Welswe,' 
meant ' The Way of the Well '— * Wils,' or ' Wels,' being the 
contracted genitive, and *we' (for *weg') the noun thus qualified. 
It may be inferred that the home, or estate, was on the toay to 
some wdl'hnown spring — perhaps one of the springs from which 
the present town of Wells takes its name. (Observe the fuller 
spelling, * Welswey,' in the days of Walrond). 

In the next place, let it be noticed that the name changes, 
in the sixth generation, to the familiar * Wellesley ' (with the 
pretentious Norman * de ' to give a fashionable twang to it). 
Now, by this time the Middle-English word for 'well' was *welle' 
(dissylabic) ; and *leye' was 'land' — our *lea,* as meaning 
meadow. Thus we have, no longer * the way of the well,' but 
* the land of the well '; and we may infer, either that there had 
been a removal to the estate on which the famous spring was 
situated, or, more likely, that the family, growing in wealth and 
influence, had extended its domain, until it now included within 
its borders the actual locality of the well. (Query. Is the 
modern * Wells ' simply the * Wellesley ' above referred to, with 
the * ley ' dropped, as being understood ? If so, it is of course 
a genitive, not a plural. Further query. Has any investigation 
of the subject been made on the spot ? or is it possible to 
obtain information from the local records ?) 

Again, in the further examination of Stevenson's genealo- 
gical tree and notes, we find that Arthur, the youngest son of 
Roger de Wellesley, married a kinswoman, the daughter and 
heiress of *Wesley,'of *Westley' Hall, near Bury St. Edmunds — 
from whom were descended the Wesleys of Bury, and of 
Westley Hall, Shropshire. Moreover, we find that the fifth in 
descent from Roger, through his son Stephen, was Sir John de 
Wellesley, of Westleigh,' Devon. So there had been migrations 
from the old stock, both to East Anglia and to Devonshire, and 
in each case the new home had been called * West leigh ' (or 
*ley')=*West land.' This name has no possible connection 

68 



Proceedings. 

with *Wellesley ' — the resemblance is only superficial. Indeed, 
the title * Wellesley of Westleigh ' forbids any such confusion. 
But, for some reason unknown, the settlers in Suffolk called 
their estate the *Westlands ' (from its local geography ? or with 
a wistful reminiscence of that west-country home from which 
they had come ?) ; and, long afterwards, the settlers in Devon 
called their home by the same name (perhaps as suggested by 
the name of the Suffolk home, and as more emphatically 
entitled to such a typographical designation). 

Once more, pursuing the genealogy, we find that the more 
permanently Irish branch of the family, after alternating the 
two family names (both now more strictly surnames), eventually 
adopted * Wellesley ' — though the great duke signed himself 
'Arthur Wesley ' until the year 1798, when he was 29 years of 
age; while the other, and senior, branch, from which the 
Epworth family were descended, eventually adopted * Wesley* — 
though the elder line even of this descent have become 
* Wellesley Wesley.* 

Such are the apparent facts, as gathered from the genealogy. 
Even if much of the filling up of that genealogy may be 
questionable, — and on this point the present writer is not 
competent to pronounce any opinion, — yet it is likely enough 
that some of the main elements are correct, and among them 
those that have been dealt with in the foregoing argument ; for, 
as has been indicated, a more or less fortuitous setting down of 
names could hardly have yielded the material for such argu- 
ment — unless the hypothesis of mere coincidence be pushed 
to an extreme. . 

Final Query. By tracing the relationship of Garret Wesley 
to *his cousin* Richard Colley, son of Henry Colley, of 
Castle Carbery (1727), and in the recollection that Bartholomew 
Wesley married Ann, daughter of Henry Colley, of Castle 
Carbery (16 19), is it possible to determine the exact nature of 
the (presumably undoubted) relationship between John Wesley 
and the great duke ! 

THOS. F. LOCKYER. 
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Study of a Passion Hyan by 
Charles Wesley: 

No. xxi. of Hymns on the Lord's Supper (1745). See Dr. 
Osborn's Wesley Poetry, III. 229, or West, Hy, Bk, 1876, 
No. 701, together with West. Hy, Bk, 1831, No. 552, 
which part is found in Hys. (& Spir. Songs, 1763, No. 

102, p. 148. 

The hymn reff., when bracketed, are to the Old W. H. Bk. 

1. 

God of unexampled grace,* 

Redeemer of mankind, 
Matter of eternal praise 

We in Thy passion find : 
Still our choicest strains^ we bring, 

Still the joyful theme pursue,*' 
Matt. xi. 19. Thee the Friend of sinners sing, 

Whose love is ever new. 

2. 

Endless scenes of wonder*^ rise 
al. * from,' W.H.Bk. With that mysterious tree, 

Crucified before our eyes,* 

Where we our Maker see.-^ 
Jesus, Lord, what hast Thou done ?^ 
= of God: Publish we the death Divine, 

See V. 4,8. Stop, and gaze, and fall, and own* 

Was never love like Thine ! 

a Hy. 648-2 ; cf. 34-6 fr. Paradise Lost, iii. 410 ** O unexampled love !" 

Sir John Denham has ** Your unexampled mercy." Sophy, II. i. 12. 
b Hy. 727-2. 
c Hy. 638-2. 
^ ** A scene of wonders here we see," Doddridge^ s Hys, No. 307. Cf. Hy. 

[7I5-I]- 
e Gal. iii. i, " Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 

crucified." 
/ Hy, 28-2. 
g Hy. 28-1. The question addressed by the Apocryphal writer to the first 

Adam ("O thou Adam, what hast thou done ?" 2 Esdr. vii. 48) is here 

transferred to the Second Adam. 
h With the accumulation of verbs in forcible writing, cf. Hys. 221-2 ; 361-6 ; 

P,L, ii. 950 ; Prior's SoU ii. 50 ; Isa. xli. 20. 
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al. "Saviour," 
W. Hy. Bk. 

cf. Hy. 23-4. 



Hy. 8. 4 line 5. 




Isa. Ixiii. 3. 
Matt, xxvii. 50. 



3. 

Never]^love nor'sorrow* was 

Like that my Jesus showed ; 
See Him stretched on yonder cross, 

And crushed beneath our load !^ 
Now discern the Deity, <^ 

Now His heavenly birth declare f 
Faith cries out, Tis He, 'tis He,« 

My God, that suffers there ! 

4. 

Jesus drinks the bitter cup. 
The wine-press treads alone, -^ 

Tears the graves and mountains up 
By His expiring groan : 



a The last line of v. 2 is by the figure " epitasis " taken up with increment, 
and the question at the end of Hy. 22, ** Was ever pain, was ever 
love, like Thine ? " is here answered. Cf. the refrain in G. Herbert's 
Sacrifice^ fin. 

b Hy. [24-8], contrast 181 -2. 

c I Cor. xi. 29, " Not discerning the Lord's body " : for this is a Eucharist 
Hymn. 

d With the centurion ; see Matt, xxvii. 54, Mk. xv. 39. 

e ^Tis bears the emphasis. The gazer is supposed at first to be in dotibt of 
the stupendous fact. Giles Fletcher in Chrisfs Victory attributes 
such doubt to the -angels as spectators of the Crucifixion, *' Some flew 
to look if it were very Zr<?," and represents them as hardly convinced. 
In the "Hy,, faith J and faith alone ^ brings conviction of what seemed 
incredible. The wonder is, that we do not all wonder more. Cf. Hy. 
[613-4] by S. W., Junr. : **/j this the Infinite ?—'/w He !" a Cruci- 
fixion Hy. In Hy. 491-8 the exclamation is otherwise used. 

/ In the older sacred poetry, either by poetical accommodation, or firom a 
real misapprehension of the Scripture reference, the image of the 
Conqueror in Isaiah is confounded with that of the Divine Sufferer. 
In Isaiah the blood is that of the crushed foes : hence the application 
of the passage to the Crucifixion is somewhat out of place. See Hys. 
38-7, 338-5 ; and cf. Christopher Harvey, School of the Hearty Epig. 
47, ** Christ, the true vine, grape, cluster, on the cross Trod the wine- 
press alone." 
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Lo ! the powers of heaven he shakes f 
Hy. 6i-i.[2S-3]. Nature in convulsions lies, 

Hy. [25-3]. Earth's profoundest centre quakes, 

The great Jehovah* dies ! 



fJohnL 3. 



5. 



ml 3. \ 
-j CoL i. 16, 17. V Dies the glorious Cause of all,* 

IHeb. i. 2. J 'pi^g t^g^ eternal Pan<^ 

Hys. 20-2 : 215-1. Falls, to raise us from our fall,* 

I Tim. iL 6. To ransom sinful man ; 

Joel ii. 10, iii. 15. Well may SoK withdraw his light, 

With the sufferer sympathize,^ 
Leave the world in sudden night, 
aL "the,»W. Hy. Bk. While his Creator dies ;* 



a Matt. xxiv. 29, "The powers of the heavens shall be shaken." ^^ Heaven^'* 
is emphatic, this shaking transcending that of the earth just mentioned. 
The same contrast is seen in Heb. xii. 26, "I shake not the earth 
only, but also heaven.^^ 

b Jehovahi of Christ, Hys. 66-4, 197-2, 355-3, 249-3, 128-7, 258-2, 
79-1. But in ordinary Christian speech this grand name is reserved for 
God the Father, however strictly applicable to the Son. Hence there 
is some ground for objection to such expressions as that of our hymn. 
Neither can death be predicated at all of Deity, as such. 

On *^ the powers of heaven ^^ Stier says, **Not the stars, . . . still less the 
angels : but, as the Vulgate puts it, in this instance correctly, * virtutes 
coeloruntt the sustaining and working powers of the heavenly edifice 
(with their influences upon the earth)." Beza has ^^potestates^^ as 
the rendering of the Greek, dunanieis. The hymn line seems to allude 
to the darkening of the heavens, and to be the direct statement of the 
fact, which in vv. 5, 6 is justified. 

c Paradox : He " who is the Beginning^* (Col. i. 18) finds His end, 

d On Pany see supplementary note. 

e Us and our emphatic. Fletcher, in \a% Purple Island^ vi. 71, says of man 
and Christ, "That he might rise. He fell.'' In Mason^s Spiritual 
Songs is a different antithesis : " My God, Thine only Son Ai&fall^ 
that mercy might be raised'* 

f Solj Pan, The allusions to heathen mythology are very rare in the 
Wesley hys. Cf. Thor and Woden in Hy. 454-7. 

g Sympathize , in the fullest etymological sense, "suffer with": Cf. Hy. 
[25-2]. Perhaps we have here an echo of Milton's Nativity Hymn : 
" Nature in awe to Him Had doffed her gaudy trim, With her great 
Master so to sympathize." 

h cf. Hy. [25-3]. 
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Hy. [25-2]. cf. I \ 
Pet. iv. 13. / 

al. "astonished," 
W. Hy. Bk. 

Hy. 73-5. "The 

flame of angelical 
love is kindled 
at Jesus's face." 



Hy. 27-2. 



6. 

Well may heaven* be clothed in black, 

And solemn sackcloth* wear, 
Jesu's agony partake, 

The hour of darkness* share : 
Mourn*' the astonied^ hosts above, 

Silence saddens all the skies ;* 
Kindler of Seraphic love. 

The God of angels dies. 

7. 
O my God,-^ He dies for me,^ 

I feel the mortal smart !* 
See* Him hanging on the tree — 

A sight that breaks my heart ! 



a Is. 1. 3, "I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their 
covering." Jer. iv. 28, Rev. vi. 12, Hy. [612-3]. ** Hung be the 
heavens with black, yield day to night !"— Shaks. i Hen. vi. i. i. 

d Darkness both in nature and in the Saviour's soul. Hour, indefinitely 
used, the darkness lasting three hours. Cf. Luke xxii. 53. 

c The mourning extends from the visible heavens to the third heaven : the 
very angels hush their harps. 

d Astonied is stronger than "astonished" (as nowyysit^\ and expresses utter 
bewilderment as well as surprise. But even ** astonished " has this 
older and stronger sense (that of ** astounded," the Latin ** attonitus," 
** thunderstruck"). This is the sense in Scripture : see Ezek. iii. 15 ; 
and in the Wesley Hys, as in Hy. 38-3. See also Hy. 707-3. 

e Contrast the opposite effect of "silence in heaven "(Rev. viii. i), in 
Hy. 333-6 Cf. "the apocr)rphal account of Dionysius Areopagita, 
who said in Egypt concerning this darkness, * Either the Divinity 
Himself is suffering, or sympathizes with one who suffers ! ' " — 
Stier, Words of the Lord Jesus , vii. 471. And with line I cf. Giles 
Fletcher, " Whereat the heaven put out his guilty eye, And sabled all 
in black the shady sky." — Chris fs Triumph, For the various 
significance of the sign of the darkness, see Stier, who remarks on the 
correspondence which this and many similar miracles seem to attest 
between " the material arrangements of the world and the doings of 
mankind and the Spirit." If this notion is correct, it would seem to 
involve a "pre-established harmony," applicable in the present case. 

/ 71? the Father^ not of the Son, as in Hy. 708-3. 

g Both " me " and "I" have strong emphasis. 

h The " sword," as it were " pierces thro' my own soul also ; " Luke ii. 35. 

/ " See " may be indicative, but is more probably imperative. 
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Hy. 20-3. O *^* ^^ to Thee might turn !* 

rZech. xii. 10. Sinners,* ye may love Him too,« 

\John xix. 37. Look on him ye pierced, and moum<* 

For one who bled for you.* 

8. 

Hy. 730-1. Weep^ o'er your Desire and Hope 

With tears of humblest love ; 

Ps. xlvii. $. Sing,^ for Jesus is gone up, 

Hy. 800-1. And reigns enthroned above ! 

Hy. 277-2. Lives* our Head, to die* no more, 

Hys. 571-6 : 728-2. Power is all to Jesus given,* 

Worshipped' as He was before, 

^- i^: 37. ^ The immortal King of Heaven. 

I Tim. i. 17 (A. v.) ^ 



a In Ps. xxii. 27 (the Crucifixion Psalm) we read " All the ends of the 
world shall . . . turn unto the Lord.** 

b The sudden change from the wish to the address is highly effective. 

c The same sight, viewed by faith, can break your heart also. 

flf It is not quite clear whether " look** and ** mourn** are imperatives, or 
parallel with " love ** preceding. 

e For you, as well as for me, cf. Hy. 707-5. Or the thought may be, " If 
He bled for you, you may at least mourn for Him,** 

f Like the first disciples just after the Crucifixion, whose desires and hopes 
were buried with their Master : Luke xxiv. 17-21. 

g Like the same disciples after the Ascension : Luke xxiv. 52, 53, John xvi. 
20,22. 

h Rev. i. 18. 

i Rom. vi. 9. 

k Matt, xxviii. 18. 

/ Heb. i. 6. Perhaps ^^ as He was before " was suggested by John vi. 62, of 
the Ascension, ** where He was before." 
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Lam. 111. 22. 

Ps. Ixxxix. 33. Lord, we bless Thee for Thy grace 

Hy. 71-2. And truth,* which never fail, 

Ky- ^5-3- Hastening to behold Thy face 

Without a dimming veil :* 

We shall see our heavenly King, 

All*' Thy glorious love proclaim, 

Ilelp^ the angel choirs to sing 

al. " the," W. Hy.Bk. Our dear* triumphant Lamb/ 



This fine hymn, (the bulk of which is unfortunately no 
longer in the W. H. Bk.) so mournfully solemn in the 
intermediate part, begins and ends with joyous praise, first for 
the Passion, last for the Triumph. 



a For ^^ grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," John i. 17. 

b It matters little to the general thought whether the veil is conceived of as 
on the eye of the beholder or on the face of Deity. In the one case 
the vision^ in the other ^t glory ^ is dimmed. Cf. 2 Cor. ui. 18. 

c ^^Alli^ probably with " love ;" but possibly with " we ;" this is a kind of 
ambiguity very common in the Wesley Hys. : Cf. Hy. 4-8, line I. 

d The united song of angels and saints is a very favourite subject in sacred 
poetry generally, and especially in the Wesley Hys. For points of 
difference in the praise, see Hys. 221-3 ; 262-3 5 678-2 (Watts) : and 
for the converse " help" see-Hys. 194-3 5 7^2-4 ; 699-5. 

e J. W. (see his Sermon no. 117, " On knowing Christ after the flesh," §§. 
6 — 10, especially § 10) hardly liked this use of " afear," and sometimes, 
as in Hy. i-i, altered it. But in this, and some other instances, he 
allowed it to stand (1763). 

/ Except in the Apocalyptic figures, the word ** Lamby"* so common in hys. 
as a designation of Christ, is never, I believe, thus used, absolutely, in 
Scripture, i.e. as a personal synonym of Jesus Christ ; certainly not in 
John i. 29, 36. 
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Supplementary Note on " The true eternal Pan." — Some perplexity 
has been felt and expressed as to the exact nature and strict propriety en 
this m3rthological allusion. Perhaps the following remarks may be of some 
help to any who may happen to share such a feeling. 

1. In the first place we must remember that a century and a half ago, 

classical allusions of this sort were much more common than they are 
now. The more simple and natural style of Cowper and Wordsworth 
had not yet sprung up. 

2. ** Pan (fr. QfX,pao^ lAt. pasco,* feed ') was the god of everything connected 

with pastoral life. Sudden apparitions of him startled one with awe, 
whence our word ^ panic. ^ There were later speculations according to 
which Pan represents the universe, and the god is the symbol of the 
universe." — Smith's Myth. Diet, The only foundation for these 
speculations appears to have been the verbal coincidence. Pan being 
the Greek word for all or everything, 

3. From a large number of allusions in the poets and other writers, we may 

gather the following conclusions : — 

a. That the death of Pan is a common and favourite topic with the poets, 

in various ways. John Norris applies it to the death of Charles II. 
And there is a legendary connexion between this death of Pan and the 
Incarnation or Crucifixion of our Lord, for which see below. 

b. That in the poets God is sometimes spoken of under the name of Pan, 

The Rev. W. P. Burgess in his Wesley an Hymnology (2nd ed. pp. 
224-228), in an able note on this verse, quotes from Eupolis^ Hymn to 
the Creator^ by Sam. Wesley, Senr. , 

"Thy herbage, O great Pan, sustains 
The flocks that graze our Attic plains," 
and also the last words of the poem, ** Nor can we want ; for Thou art 
«//," where however, the pantheistic idea is wanting ; but, as Burgess 
virtually observes, it is as though S. W. had said, " The name Pan is 
thine by right ; for all is in Thee — Thou art all in alV^ 

c. What is more to the point is that, specifically, the title of Pan, the god of 

shepherds, is expressly applied by the poets to our Lord, the good and 
great Shepherd. ** In Spenser's Shepherd^ s Calendar, Pan represents in 
sober earnest the Redeemer and Judge of the World. — Life of 
Spenser, by Symons. In "July" we find Christ spoken of as ''''the 
great God Pan," who dwelt on Mount Olivet ; and in the Glosse 
to "May" we read "Great Pan is Christ, the very God of all 
shepherds. . . The name is most rightly (methinks) applied to Him ; 
for Pan signifieth * all,* or omnipotent, which is only the Lord Jesus." 
And in Milton's Nativity Ode we have the same application. He says 
of the shepherds: "Full little thought they than (then) That the 
mighty Pan Was kindly come to live with them below." 

d. But that which is most to our present purpose is the fact, hinted at above, 

that there was a legendary connexion between the fabled Death of Pan 
and the Passion of our Saviour. (Some, however, seem to refer it to 
the Nativity: see Grosart's Herbert, vol. II, Ixxxi). One of Mrs. 
Browning's Poems is " The Dead Pan,** in her note to which she 
says, " Partly founded on a well-known tradition mentioned in a 
treatise of Plutarch (De Oraculorum Defectu), according to which, 
at the hour of the Saviour's agony, a cry oi'' Great Pan is dead!* 
swept across the waves in the hearing of certain mariners, — and the 
oracles ceased:" (Women Poets ^ by Sharp, p. 24). In the App. to 
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Pascal's Pens^eSj § 46, we find briefly, ** Proph^ties : le grand Pan est 
morty^ treating of Predictions of the Messiah. Burgess in his Note 
gives the legend more fully: "Plutarch states that, in the reign of 
Tiberius, who was emperor of Rome at the time of our Saviour's 
crucifixion, an extraordinary voice was heard near some islands in the 
Ionian Sea, which exclaimed — * Tht great Pan is dead,* The augurs 
were consulted on the occasion by the emperor, but they could not 
explain the meaning of this supernatural voice." 

4. It would seem that Charles Wesley, having in mind both the poetical 
usage in general, and this legend in particular, here calls Christ, as 
Godf and as the good Shepherd ^ giving his life for the sheep, ** the true 
Pan," as distinct from ihe false Pan of fable, and the eternal V^LVit as 
distinct from the temporary creation of men's imaginings. And this 
Death of Christ he presents to us as the true ^^ Death of Pan^* yiiih 
results of infinitely more importance than the ceasing of oracles. 

I transcribe the following note by Browne to the Nativity Ode of Milton 
(Clar. Press Series, 1872). "Stanzas 19 and 20 of this Ode are 
founded on a tradition that at the time of the Passion (the time is here 
changed to the Nativity) the pilot of a ship sailing from Italy to 
Cyprus was bidden by a supernatural voice to proclaim, when he came 
to a certain island, that Pan was dead. On arriving at the place 
named, the ship was suddenly becalmed, until he cried out that Pan 
was dead ; ' wherewithal was heard such piteous outcries and dreadful 
shrieking, as hath not been the like.' This is quoted in the Glosse to 
Spenser's Shepherd's Calendar (May)." Spenser gives the story (for 
which he refers us to Plutarch and Eusebius) more circumstantially, and 
adds, " By which Pan, tho' of some be understood the great Satanas, 
whose kingdom at that time was by Christ conquered . . . yet I 
think it more properly meant of the death of Christ, the only and very 
Pany then suffering for His flock." In connection with the feet that by 
some Pan was identified with Satan rather than with Christ, it is 
curious to note that " when, after the establishment of Christianity, the 
heathen deities were degraded by the Church into fallen angels, the 
characteristics of Pan [i.e. as grotesquely portrayed in art] . . . were 
transferred to the Devil himself." — Chambers' Cyclop,, art. ** Pan." 

C. LAWRENCE FORD, B.A. 
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Wesley's AS. Pocket Diary. 



In the last number (No. 2) of the Proceedings, under the 
heading, Wesley's Translation of German HymnSj I inserted an 
extract from a pocket MS. diary of John Wesley's, which is in 
the possession of Mr. Thursfield Smith, J.P., of Whitchurch. 
I am pleased now to be able to give a description of this 
singularly interesting little volume. 

The book is of Wesley's favourite size, a small i2mo., 
stoutly bound in leather, and containing 186 pages of good 
note paper. One hundred and seventy-five of these pages are 
numbered, and all are filled with Wesley's neat and clear 
writing. Each of the numbered pages is devoted to the doings 
of a single day, and each line to the work of a single hour, 
excepting on one or two occasions when he was voyaging. The 
whole, therefore, contains a minute account of the way in which 
Wesley spent every hour of every day, during the time embraced 
by the record. 

The first entry is, "Sat. May i, 1736. O.S.,"the last, "Feb. 
II, 1737." Wesley tells us in his printed Journal that he "first 
set foot on American ground," Friday, Feb. 6, 1736, entering 
upon his ministry in Savannah on Sun. March 7 ; and he tells 
us, " Fri. Dec. 2, 1737, I shook off the dust of my feet and 
left Georgia, after having preached the Gospel there (not as I 
ought, but as I was able) one year and nearly nine months." 
He took his final leave of America on the 22 nd. The little 
record therefore relates to the greater part of the time that he 
spent as a missionary in Georgia. 

In the Journal the entries for the day begin generally at 
four o'clock in the morning, and end at nine at night ; and 
almost every hour of the day is inserted, whether the writer was 
on land or at sea. The dates are all given with the utmost 
exactness at the head of each page. As a day's record covers 
only about two-thirds of a page, when the last page is reached, 
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Wesley turns back and utilizes the empty spaces, each day then 
occupying the remaining portion of two pages. This will be 
seen illustrated on the specimen page following. 

In the Preface to the first printed Extract from his Journal, 
published 1739, Wesley tells us that it was in pursuance of an 
advice given by Bishop Taylor in his Rules for Holy Living and 
Dying, that about fifteen years before (1723 or 4) he began to 
take a more exact account than he had hitherto done of the 
manner wherein he spent his time, writing down how he had 
" employed every hour." This he continued to do, he says, 
wherever he was, " till the time of leaving England," in Oct. 
1 735- The little volume before us was begun May i, 1736. 
He probably continued the practice during the interval. This 
MS. may, therefore, be looked upon as one of a series of such 
memorandum or note-books in which these brief epitomes were 
written. 

It may be added that the writing is singularly neat and 
clear, and bears a striking resemblance to that found in Wesley's 
later manuscripts. It was all written, of course, with a quill 
pen, on very good paper, and with durable ink. The little book 
is much stained, probably with sea-water, for he carried it with 
him in his rough voyages during his stay in America — several 
of which voyages are referred to in the book. In one part he 
uses short-hand (Byrom's system, which he learnt as early as 
1731)^ but it is evident that he was not an accomplished 
stenographer at the time ; and he never attained to the skill of 
Charles, of whom Byrom writes (1738), "You are so complete 
a master [of the art of shorthand] that I shame at my own 
writing when I see the neatness of yours." Dr. Hoole, who 
himself used Byrom's system, said that Charles's short-hand 
was " equal to copper plate." 

Another interesting feature of this volume is to be found 
in the use which Wesley made of it, and of probably many 
others like it. Each was, for the time being, his private pocket- 
companion. At intervals, as is frequently indicated in the 
book, and as he tells us in his printed Journal, he wrote out at 
leisure (if such a word is applicable to Wesley) full accounts of 
the principal events to which the memoranda refer, adding such 
reflections as at the time occurred to him. From these extended 
accounts, which he prepared for his own use only, he afterwards 
made and published " extracts " every three or four years. He 
issued twenty-one such "extracts" in the course of his life. 
These Extracts form the wonderful Journal with which the 
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world is familiar. It is highly gratifying to learn that a large 
proportion of the extended accounts in Wesley's hand-writing 
are in safe keeping at the present time. Wesley goes on to tell 
us why he began to publish the Extracts. " I had no design, or 
desire," he says, " to trouble the world with my little affairs : 
neither should I have done it now, had not Captain Williams's 
affidavit laid an obligation upon me, to do what in me lies, in 
obedience to that command of God, * Let not the good which 
is in you be evil spoken of.' With this view I do at length, 
* give an answer to every man that asketh me a reason of the 
hope which is in me,' that in all these things I *have a 
conscience void of offence toward God and toward man.*" 
To the circumstance here referred to, the world is indebted for 
the possession of one of the most interesting and instructive 
auto-biographies ever written.* 

The following is an attempt to explain some of the curious 
contractions used in the MS. pocket journal, a specimen page 
of which in fac simile is inserted. 

Sept. 9. Th. [1736]. 
4f ])p,m, private prayer and meditation : p.w.ym. prayer with 
them-(prob. Delamotte and Ingham, as on the preceding 
day, p.w,D,L), rp. x. read prayers and examined. This 
would be at 5 o'clock ; it so occurs almost daily. If in 
private, it was self-examination. See his Collection of Forms 
of Prayer^ No. i. Wes, Bib, 
6 hr-i, breakfast on bread only. " Mr. Delamotte and I began 
to try, whether life might not as well be sustained by one 
sort as by variety of food. We chose to make the experi- 
ment with bread, and were never more vigorous and 
healthy than while we tasted nothing else." Journal, Mar. 
29. rt. retired (?), or read together, a common practice. 
"J WT,toh S. wrote to his brother Samuel, nb (?) 

8 Lr, wrote letters. 

9 vis. visited, Mr. Van Reck, probably a sick parishioner, rtn. 

return (?) Choc. Choctaw Indians "the least polished, 
that is, the least corrupted of all the Indians." — Jour^ 

10 rdw (?) interview with Mr. Causton, the chief magistrate of 

Savannah, ath (?) at home, or at the house, nb, (?) 



* (On this mendacious affidavit see Wesley Bibliography, No. 20, with the 
references named.) 
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11 nb{?) p.par, (?) prayed for parish. 

1 2 deand (?) one entry is " cleaned m. (my) house." 

1 rt,m (?) retired for meditation J di dined-usually at 12. 

2 vis, visited. "I began visiting my parishioners in order, from 

house to house ; for which I set apart (the time when they 
cannot work, because of the heat, viz.) from twelve till 
three in the afternoon." — Jour, May 10. 

3 vis. f as above. M.B,' Fr. Mme. Bourignon's French MS. — 

previous day, " M.B,' French MS" 

4 r. Prs f Read prayers r. Foem on Dea read, &c. 

5 Poem (continued) ^ (?) thought. "Read not cursorily and 

hastily; but leisurely, with proper intervals and pauses. 
Stop every now and then to recollect what you have read, 
and consider how to reduce it to practice." — Pref. to The 
Christianas Pattern, rt, retired, or read together, see above. 

6 rt. (continued) ath, see above, v, V, Reck visited Mr. Van 

Reck, rt, retired or read together t. thought (?) 

7 rp,x. read prayers and examined. See above. Gei\ Sun. sung 

with the Germans S6y 35 present at prayers. 

8 sun, if continued, v, V, Reck as above, rt, as above. 

9 ntr. frequently occurs, cannot explain. 

hP' 9-30 prayer. 

Fr. 15 Friday 15th Oct. 1736. 
Z\ ca ym. called them si. ? perhaps from sleep, pp, private 
prayer. 

6 pp. continued, on shoi'e. Patr. probably reading one of Bp. 

Patrick's works, calm. 

7 boat evidently voyaging. Bogs, on v 39 Articles. He is reading 

Rogers on the 39 Articles. 

8 Rogs. Patr. Rogers. Patrick, as before, no w, no wind. 

9 Ro. Rogers, no w. no wind ? ns, ? no sun. 

10 Rog. f 7w;?.-apparently no originally, and changed to d. 

1 1 end Rogs, finished Rogers. Patr, as above. 

12 Patric as before. 

On his outward passage, he and his companions had not 
been on board more than a few hours when he wrote an account 
of the way in which each day was spent by them (see Journal), 
It is very similar to the fore-going. 

Attention should be drawn to the column of figures 5, 6, 
and 7, running down the middle of the page. What these refer 
to I cannot ascertain ; but I conjecture the figures refer to 
minutes spent at the end of each hour in reflection, possibly in 
brief prayer and in writing down the hour's work : see Extract 
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from Pref. to The Christian's Pattern, given above. It will be 
noted that at the bottom of the column for the day are other 
figures, — 5, ii. 6, 6. They indicate that there are eleven fives 
in the column and six sixes. 

These manuscript pages show that, in addition to the facts 
made known in the published "Extracts," there lies an unopened 
mine of details in Wesley's life, which if disclosed would both 
add to the astonishment already excited by the graphic record 
of that life, and would invest it with a larger significance for all 
students, whether of human character in general, or of indi- 
vidual examples of human greatness. And this one illustration 
greatly increases our desire to see an expansion of the Journals 
from those MS. records which we are given to understand 
exist, and the use of which we should all esteem so great an 
advantage. 

It has been supposed by many persons that Byrom's system 
of short-hand, which was used by the Wesleys, was lost. This 
is an error. I possess it, and have used it in deciphering 
portions of the MS. Pocket Diary. The title of Byrom's book 
is. The Universal English Short-hand : or The Way of Writing 
English in the most easy, regular and most beautiful manner, 
applicable to any other language, but particularly adjusted to our 
own : Invented by John Byrom, M.A., F.R.S., and sometime 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge; Now published from 
his manuscripts. Frustra per plura. Manchester : printed by 
John Harrop, opposite the Exchange. 1767. 8vo. pp. ix. 92. vii. 

R. GREEN. 
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Aen who had to do with the 
Formation op the First 
/Aethodist Rounds. 



One of the oldest and largest of the early " Rounds " was 
Haworth, and the first person who raised Societies in the 
Lancashire portion of it was William Darney. I have been 
gathering all scattered notices of this old Methodist preacher, 
but hitherto have failed in obtaining any information respecting 
his birth-place, early life and conversion. He appears to have 
been a godly man at a date too early to warrant the supposition 
that he owed religious awakening to any Methodist source. 
Through such portion of his career as can be traced he held 
somewhat Calvinistic views, and anti-Wesleyan opinions on the 
doctrine of Christian perfection. These, in connection with 
the fact of his being a Scotchman, seem to point to Scotland as 
the land of his second birth. Can anyone supply information 
on this matter ? Also could any member of the Society lend 
me a book on the leading doctrines of Christianity written by 
Darney ? — [The Fundamental Doctrines which are contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, laid open to the meanest capacity, &c. &c. 
Glasgow: 1755. i6mo. pp. 292.] 

Four early Methodist preachers who also broke up the 
fallow ground of this large Round, were Jonathan Matlew [?], 
Thomas Lee, Paul and Parson Greenwood. I shall feel deeply 
grateful for any information respecting the early life and minis- 
terial labours of these good men. Especially would letters of 
theirs or references to them in correspondence be of value in 
joining together the fragments already collected. 
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Jonathan Catlow, one of the first preachers, went out of 
this Round; and John Nelson probably preached the first 
Methodist sermon in Haworth, and certainly the first in 
Keighley. The latter was also stationed one year in the 
Round. Any information not yet published concerning these 
godly men would be most interesting and useful. 

J. W. LAYCOCK. 



THOMAS LEE. 

In reply to Mr. Laycock, he will find references to Mr. 
Thomas Lee, in Wesley's Journal^ July 19, 1757 ; The Arminian 
Magazine, 1787, p. 70; Tyerman's Life of Fletcher, p. 545; 
Stamp's Methodism in Bradford, pp. 55, 60 ; Meth. in Sheffield, 
pp. 134, 141, 187 ; Meth, in Halifax, pp. 57, 91, 115-6 ; Meih, 
in Ch^antham, p. 127; Nottingham, 118; Lives of Early Meth, 
Preachers, I. 222, II. 171, 198, V. 158, 160; Wesley's Works, 
XII. 318, 401, 404, XIII. 513; Methodism in Thirsk, p. 91. 
I think also in the first vol. of the Methodist Family, p. 108 ; 
Crookshank's Methodism, I. 152, 155, 156, 165. 

PAUL GREENWOOD. 

References to Mr. Greenwood are to be found in Wesley's 
Works, XII. 309; C. Wesley's Journal, II. 229; Arminian 
Magazine, 1779, p. 426; 1795, p. 148; Crookshank's Hist, of 
Meth, in Ireland, I. 23, 85, 93, 95, 122, 133; Tyerman's Wesley, 
II. 381 ; Lives of Early Meth. Preachers, I. 168, 209, 247, IV. 
27, 35, V. 12 ; Hist, of Meth. in Rossendale, p. 60 ; in Manchester, 
p. 33; Bristol, p. 47; Macclesfield, p. 87; Sheffield, p. 210; 
Halifax, pp. 63, 108 ; Wes. Magazine, 1839, p. 328. 

C. H. CROOKSHANK 
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Willi AAV Fowler, op Winterton. 



In the Methodist Recorder, early in this year (1897), 
appeared the following paragraph : — A Wesley Memorial. — 
Rev. J. T. Fowler, a clergyman of the Church of England, has 
recently caused a stone tablet to be affixed to a cottage in the 
village of Winterton, North Lincolnshire, bearing the inscription : 
— * Here Mr. Wesley Preached First in Winterton.' Mr. 
Fowler's grandfather was a class-leader in the village, and in a 
list of his members, with pencilled notes by the leader, occurs 
the following : — * John Glover. First good under Mr. Storey. 
Mr. Wesley Preached first time in Winterton under his window.' 
In Wesley's Journal, under Aug. 8, 1 761, is the following entry : 
— * Sat. 8. — I preached at Winterton to such a congregation as 
I suppose never met there before. From thence we rode on to 
Barrow,' etc. 

In the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine of 1834, p. 312, 
appeared an interesting obituary notice of Mr. Fowler, by his son. 

In 1869 I wrote Notes on W^illiam Fowler and his Works, 
which is a record of a very remarkable and comparatively 
unknown career. It contains an account of his introduction to 
the Court of George III. [** He was an ingenious and laborious 
self-taught draughtsman ; the engraver and publisher of various 
Roman tesselated pavements, subjects in ancient stained glass, 
and architectural antiquities, which introduced him to the 
most favourable notice of several of the most distinguished 
literary and scientific characters in the English and Scotch 
Universities, and various eminent Societies, of most of the 
principal nobility, and of the Royal Family of Great Britain." — 
Obitiiary Notice,'\ 

Some interesting MSS. of an autobiographical character, 
throwing some light on early Methodism in the North of 
Lincolnshire, have been recently found by his grandson, and it 
is to be hoped some portions will be allowed to appear in print 
before long. 

In 1888 his grandson, in the course of an address before 
the Archaeological Society (which was afterwards published) at 
Winterton, gave some interesting particulars of his life. 

H. W. BALL. 
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A Convert op Ar. Wesley's. 



The Rev. Dr. Ford, Vicar of Melton Mowbray from 1773 
to 1820, was the friend and correspondent of John Wesley. 
Local tradition is unanimous in declaring him to be one of 
Wesley's converts ; but for proof of this, other than the bare 
assertion of Methodist writers, I had searched in vain, until a 
few days ago I came across an old pamphlet, entitled. Reminiscences 
of The Bev, Thomas Ford, LL,D., formerly Vicar of Melton 
Mowbray : by Vincent Wing. The pamphlet has no date, but 
Mr. Wing is still remembered by many of the inhabitants of 
Melton Mowbray. He was a great friend of Dr. Ford's, and 
was at one time churchwarden. Several of his relatives still 
reside in the town. I do not know that there has ever been a 
Methodist in the family. On pages 23 and 24 of the Beminis- 
cenceSy Mr. Wing says : " This makes it a question that may very 
naturally be asked. Did he, who was honoured to be the 
spiritual parent of so very many, acknowledge any one as the 
instrument of his own conversion? The effect of the 84th 
Psalm upon him when a boy has been told ; but this impression 
does not appear to have been lasting. Yes, there was one 
much endeared in his memory, whom he used to speak of as 
his * reverend father in God.' This was an individual, whom a 
conventional churchmanship of that period could not hamper 
with its stricter rules, and who was consequently persecuted as 
a fanatic : like Job he might say, * I am full of matter, the 
spirit within constraineth me, as wine which hath no vent'; 
and feeling the necessity of leaving the more beaten track, he 
was impelled into the * highways and hedges,' to seek and to 
save that which was lost. The subject of this biography, like 
another Saul of Tarsus, was in early life * exceedingly mad 
against ' such, and so extreme was his zeal against that way, 
that he supplied his pocket with stones to throw at this man of 
God as he was preaching in the open air. But like Saul he 
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had weapons to encounter, which were not carnal, but mighty 
through God. Finding himself confronted, not with the 
fanatic as he had supposed, not the hypocrite, not the saint 
ironically, but * a saint of the Lord,' the prayers and appeals of 
the persecuted disarmed the persecutor ; and he who went to 
revile retired to pray. The honoured spiritual father of Dr. 
Ford was John Wesley." 

FRED. C. WRIGHT. 
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Literature: Anonyaous and 

pseudonyaous. 



The amount of Methodist Literature of this class is very 
great, and is still rapidly increasing. A recent addition was 
made just before the Birmingham Conference, in the shape of 
an imaginary conversation between an old Methodist layman 
and a young Methodist minister on " The Law of the Methodist 
Itinerancy." The pamphlet was printed and sold at the offices 
of the Midland Educational Company in Birmingham, but its 
authorship is concealed under the pseudonym of " So-and-So.'* 
Who the writer really was, still remains to be discovered. 

Not much more than a bare start can be said to have 
been made in the work of identifying these wise or modest or 
timid writers. " Onesimus " was either Joseph Benson, or 
Kitson, of Leeds — possibly both. " Philalethes " again appears 
to have been a pseudonym in request. It was adopted by 
Thomas Taylor for his " Caution against the Ten Horns " ; 
but it is found nearly eighty years later on pamphlets devoted 
to the " exposure " of Louth Free Methodism and of the 
"ignorance" of a Mr. Sharpley. These pamphlets are 
attributed on good authority to the Rev. William Edwards, at 
one time secretary of the Chapel Committee. Mr. John 
Noble, of Armagh, was probably the "Friend" who in 1814 
addressed the Methodists of Ireland on the propriety of having 
the sacraments administered by their own Ministers, whilst the 
Rev. Thomas Waugh was the writer in 18 19 of "A Conversation 
between James, a Wesleyan Methodist, and Robert, Edward, 
and Charles, three of his Had-been Brethren." 

The problems that await solution are however far more 
numerous than the identifications for which a partial success 
may be claimed. A curious and rather venomous little 
duodecimo of a dozen pages was issued in Manchester in 1846 
under the title of "Wesley's Ghost, by Fetus (Job. iv. 15, 16)." 
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But who was "Vetus," an old man whom age had neither 
softened nor ripened ? ** Consdentia " was not a badly-chosen 
pseudonym for the author of an 1861 pamphlet on "Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox, or the Voluntary 
Churches of England in account with their Ministers." It is 
not altogether unlikely that the Rev. Joseph Willis wrote that ; 
or that the Rev. E. J. Robinson in 187 1 came to the aid of 
such as were perplexed about " Lay Representation in the 
Wesleyan Conference" and graced his title-page with the 
couplet — 

At last I thought, since you are thus divided 
I print it will ; and so the case decided. 

The late Dr. McCutcheon was " Hibernicus," who wrote a 
valuable contribution to the Bridges Controversy, in 1858. 

" An earnest and affectionate address to the people called 
Methodists," printed for the " Bookseller to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge," has had a large circulation. 
The third edition is dated 1746, and the sixteenth edition 
181 5 : but the author's name nowhere appears. 

The authorship of the following too appears to be 
unknown : " A Short Preservative against the doctrines revived 
by Mr. Whitefield and his adherents, by a Curate of London ; 
1739" — "A Short History of the Donatists with an Appendix 
in which the Donatists and the Pharisee are compared with the 
Rev. Geo. Whitefield and the Methodists; 1741"— "The 
Reasons of the declension in the Congregational Churches, 
with Reflections on Methodism, &c., by an Independent ; 
1766"— "The Book of Kane ": Written at Stockport in the 
year 1804 : 3rd. Ed. printed at Stockport by H. Leigh, 1838 — 
"Free Grace, the Experience and Triumph of every true 
Christian; 1796.'' The last-named is a defence of strict 
Calvinism against * Arminian error, ' and repeats Toplady's 
accusation that Wesley * tossed up ' to determine whether he 
should print Calvinism or Arminianism, but it yields no clue to 
the name of its author. 

R. WADDY MOSS. 
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Sale of Wesley's Publications. 



Mr. Wesley wrote on Oct. 26, 1775, "40,000 copies " of 
A Calm Address to the American Colonies " have been printed in 
3 weeks, and still the demand for them is as great as ever." 
Tyerman gives that number in Life and Times of Wesley, iii. 191. 

Mr. Marriott writes Dec. 17, 1842 — " The amount of the 
Book Stock at the Catalogue Prices at Mr. Wesley *s death 
exceeded ;;^i 2,000, but the real value at Trade prices something 
more than ;^8,ooo. The Sale of Books has continued to 
increase. In 1796 the amount of the Sale was ;;^6,598 4s. 9d., 
but for several years past the amount has exceeded an average 
of ;;^4o,ooo. The number of Arminian Magazines printed at 
the period of Mr. Wesley's decease was 7,000. They continued 
to increase to the number of 24,000 and have receded to the present 
number of 13,500. Janeway's Tokens for Children, though not 
mentioned in the list of Mr. Wesley's Publications inserted in 
the Works have continually been on sale at the Book Room 
from 1749. At his death the stock on hand was 7,300, the 
sale being constantly large." 

In a letter to John Atlay, Mr. Wesley writes from Bristol, 
Sep. 4, 1788, directing Atlay to "hire one or two proper persons 
to make an Inventory of all the Books that are either in the 
Shop, or under the Chapel : then George Whitfield may know 
what to do." 

The following is the answer — 

" London, Sep. 20, 1788. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

We have almost this moment finished our job of taking the 
Stock, and as near as we can tell your stock is this day worth 
;;^i3,75i 1 8s 5d., according to the prices fixed in the catalogue; 
however you may be sure it is not less than that ; most of these 
are saleable things. You will be sure to find sale for them, if 
you live, and if not they will be of equal value to those to whom 
you leave them. 

I am. Rev. and Dear Sir, 

Yours truly and affectionately, 

JOHN ATLAY. 
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An Inventory was taken in 1 791 of the books in the Parlour, 
the Shop, and the Warehouse. The value was ;;^3,93o 12s. 5d. 
It is signed by John Parsons and James Barker, who added the 
following : — "This valuation, on consideration of the Stock and 
Trade being carried on in the usual chanel (sic). But if 
disposed off (sic), divided and reprinted by different persons, 
and published in opposition to the said Stock, then we compute 
the value of the Stock to be, ;£^2,23o 12s. 5d." 

EDWARD MARTIN. 



cr^ 
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Notes and Queries. 



28. Early Methodism in Bath. Help of any kind in compiling 
a sketch of the above, or suggestions as to likely sources 
of information, loan of MSS., &c., will be welcomed and 
appreciated by Mr. G. B. Caple, i, Prospect Flace^ Beechen 
Cliff, Bath. 

29. When did Charles Wesley's family remove to London ? I 
have before me in C.W/s handwriting a list of personal 
expenses dated "Chesterfield Street, Marybone, 1769." The 
first item is " Stamps for title-deeds, 13s. 6d." On the next 
page, with the date 1770 at the top, "June 15, paid Mr. 
Ashlin jQzo": and on March ist, "for water, one quarter, 
due last Xmas, 6s. od." On the following page we read : — 
" Paid by the Society for the house in Chesterfield Street, 
Marybone, 1770, Nov. 7, one year's ground-rent, due to 
the Duchess of Portland, Michaelmas last, jQ2i i6s. od. 
Oct. 10, Window tax, half year on Lady-day last, jQi 6s. 6d. 
Sep. 3, Half year's rent of Water, due at Midsummer, 
jQo I2S. od. Sep. 5, Lighting a lamp from Oct. 20, 1769, 
to May 5, 1770, 19s. 6d." Other similar items follow, but 
these show that the Society paid rent and taxes from 
Michaelmas, 1769, although the family did not remove 
from Bristol to London till February, 1771. — B^. E. Martin. 

30. Date of the Birth of Charles Wesley. This is fully 
and satisfactorily discussed in Telford's Life of G. W.^ pp. 
14, 15, where it is fixed at December, 1707. The following 
will corroborate this. Dean Liddell, Christ Church, Oxford, 
wrote in 1878, "Charles Wesley was elected from West- 
minster School to Christ Church, Oxford, on June nth, 
1726, and by the rule of the election, he must at that 
time have been under the age of nineteen." He would 
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then be eighteen years and six months old. He could not 
have been bom earlier, and it is not likely he could have 
entered then if he had been bom in a later year. — Bev. E, 
Martin. 

31. Some time since, amongst a number of ancient books and 
papers brought to light in the old Methodist Sunday 
School, at Woolwich, were several tin plates, labelled " liar," 
" swearer," " thief," &c. These had a hole at each end, 
through which a string was passed, by which the plates 
were suspended round the necks of scholars guilty of the 
offences named upon them. Was this kind of punishment 
ever meted out in other schools, or was it peculiar to 
Woolwich ? — Rev. Fred. C. Wright. 

32. Sir Joshua Reynolds' Portrait of Wesley. Can any member 
give any information as to the present whereabouts of the 
above portrait ? In 1884 it was said to be in the possession 
of Mrs. Bristow, of Brixton, London. — Mr. J. B. Leslie. 

33. Which portrait of Wesley was originally published in the 
first volume of the Arminian Magazine ? I have two differ- 
ent examples taken from different copies of that volume. — 
Bev. E. Martin. 

34. The Life of John Wesley, Fellow of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, and Founder of the Society of Methodists (2 Tim. 
iv. 2 ; I Cor. iii. 5). London : Seeley, Jackson and 
Halliday, Fleet St., and B. Seeley, Hanover St. 1856. 
1 2 mo. pp. viii. 277. 

Inquiry has been made as to the authorship of the 
above. It has been supposed that it was written by Dr. 
R. Bickersteth, Bishop of Ripon. The following note 
shows this to have been a mis-apprehension. " I do not 
know who was the author of the Life of Wesley referred to 
but I am sure that it was not Bishop Bickersteth, of 
Ripon. In 1876, I published Incidents in the Life and 
Times of the Bev. John Wesley^ M, A., in which on page 9, 
in a list of the various Lives of Wesley known to me, I 
stated that the author was the Lord Bishop of Ripon. 
I then made the statement upon what I believed to be 
sufficient authority. I afterwards wrote to his Lordship 
and asked him if he were the author. He replied that he 
was not the author of the work in question, but only the 
general editor of the series of such Lives, of which this was 
one, which at that time was being published by Messrs. 
Seeley and Co." — Mr. J. B. Leslie. 
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35. Can any one say who was the author of The Life of the Rev, 
John Wesley^ published by the Religious Tract Society 
some years ago? It was issued in two parts, Nos. 75 and 
76, n.d., i2mo., pp. 144, and formed part of a series 
comprising several volumes entitled Christian Biography. 
This was in volume xiii., and was bound up with Life of 
the Beo. George Whitefiddy Nos. 73 and 74, Life of the Bev, 
Augustus Hermann Francke, No. 75, and Life of the Beo, 
Jonathan Edwards, No. 76. Each volume was complete in 
itself and each Life was sold separately, in parts or bound. 
— Be/v. B. Green. 

36. In Jackson's Life of Charles Wesley j Vol. ii. p. 86, there 
appears to be a curious mistake in an extract from a letter 
from John Wesley. — "I am proximus ardet Fcalegon," 
Surely J. Wesley wrote Jam proximus etc,^^ as in Virg. JSn. 
ii. 311. The mistake might easily be made if the "J " were 
but slightly removed from the "am," and written as "I,'' [as 
was Wesley's practice]. See specimen of J. W.'s hand- 
writing in the Christmas No. of Becorder, 1892. — Mr, C. L, 
Ford, 

37. In the Minutes of Conference under date, Thursday, May 
15, 1746, there is the following record: — "Q. i. — What 
is a sufficient call of providence to a new place? suppose 
to Edinburgh or Dublin? A. i — An invitation from 
someone that is worthy, from a serious man, fearing God, 
who has a house to receive us. 2 — ^A probability of doing 
more good by going thither than by staying longer where 
we are." 

The Rev. William Smith in his History of Wesleyan 
Methodism in Ireland (p. 8.), says, "At length one of the 
preachers, Mr. Williams, then zealous for God, crossed the 
Irish Channel, and began to preach in Dublin. Multi- 
tudes flocked to hear, and for some time there was much 
disturbance, chiefly, though not wholly, from the lower 
class, who are mostly Romanists. He soon formed a small 
society, several of whom were happy witnesses of the 
truth which they had heard, viz., that God does now also 
give the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins, 
to those who repent and believe the Gospel. Mr. Williams 
wrote an account of his success to Mr. Wesley, who 
determined to visit Ireland immediately." On Tuesday, 
August 4, 1747, Wesley set out from Bristol, and passing 
through Wales, reached Dublin in the morning of Sunday, 
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August 9. In the evening he preached in St. Mary's 
Church, and the next morning met the little society at 
five o'clock, and preached at six. According to the 
Minutes of Conference, under date ]une 3, 1748, Charles 
Skelton, from Ireland, was received into the work as an 
"Assistant;" see Minutes^ Dublin, 1749, p. 29 ; Bennet 
Minutes^ p. 48. Did Wesley send Mr. Williams to Ireland ? 
Or did Williams go there of his own accord ? I have 
never been able to find the " missing link." — Rev, Oliver 
McCutcheon, 

38. From the Gentleman^ s Magazine, 1751. "Marriages. 
Feb. 18 — The Rev. Mr. Wesley, Methodist Preacher, to 
a Merchant's Widow, in Threadneedle Street, with a 
Jointure of ;;^3oo, per annum." The "Jointure" (I 
mean its amount) may be news to many. — Mr, Thos, Hayes, 

Wesley took care that it was settled on her and her 
children. — Eev, J, Telford, 

39. In Wesley's Journal under date Sunday, Sep. 8, 1782, is 
the following entry : — " My brother read prayers, and I 
preached to a very uncommon congregation. But a far 
more numerous one met near King's Square in the evening, 
on whom I strongly enforced, * Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.' Permit me to observe here, how you may 
distinguish a genuine small Field's Bible [he always used 
one when preaching in the open air] from a spurious one : 
the genuine reads here * Ye can serve God and mammon,' 
but in the spurious, the * not ' is supplied." This is not 
according to my observation : the error is * Ye cannot serve 
and mammon ' (* God ' is left out). [This is so in Wesley's 
own Field's Bible. The word* God 'is omitted. R.G,] — 
Mr, F. M, Jackson, 

40. The above is one of several minor corrections of Wesley's 
Journal made in our MS. Journal. There are also many 
names mis-spelt, and others of which only the initials are 
given ; and there are numerous, and in some instances 
considerable gaps in the narrative. These add weight to 
the call for another edition of the Journals ; a call that is 
emphasized by the knowledge that some quantity of 
illustrative material has already been accumulated. — Rev, 
R, Green, 
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The beautiful portrait of Wesley by Williams (1742), 
which is now in the College at Didsbury, has been most 
effectively reproduced in permanent carbon photography. 
As the view has been confined to the head and bust, an 
almost life-size portrait has been obtained. Actual size of 
the picture ift. 7 ins. by ift. 3iins. ; mounted on cardboard 
2ft. 7 ins., by 2ft. Price 2 guineas. Members may be 
supplied with copies at 35s. each on application to Rev. 
R. Green, the College, Didsbury. Any profit on the sale 
of this portrait will be devoted to the funds of the Wesley 
Historical Society. 

This is the most accurate and beautiful portrait of 
Wesley in his prime yet presented to the public. 
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The Wesley Coat op Aras. 



The Coat of Arms printed beneath the Engraving of 
John Wesley by Fittler, after the painting by Hamilton, is 
incorrectly drawn (see No. 15 on plate of illustrations). The 
earliest impression of the Wellesley Arms extant is on a Seal 
which is (or was) attached to a document in the possession of 
the Dean and Chapter of Wells Cathedral (see No. 14). 

The Crest represented on this Seal is the head and neck 
of a Cockatrice. It has this peculiarity — the head is turned 
round towards the back, and faces right, instead of left, as you 
look at it. The arms consist of a silver cross on a red ground, the 
cross being charged with five red scallop shells. Round the edge 
is the legend in Latin — "The Seal of John de Wellysleye 
1324." The heraldic description of the arms would be : — Gules, 
a cross argent charged with five scallop shells, gules. 

When I was a boy I recollect my father saying, that, though 
his father used the degenerate heraldic device, which the Duke 
of Wellington's grandfather adopted when he succeeded to the 
Dangan estates of Garrett Wesley, viz., " Gules, a cross argent 
between five plates of the last, in saltire" (No. 13), his own 
grandfather and great grandfather and all previous generations of 
Wellesleys had a cock as their crest, two cocks as supporters, 
and five red scallop shells on a white cross on a red ground 
for their arms (as in No. 14). No doubt these so-called cocks 
were cockatrices. 

Why my grandfather abandoned this ancient and correct 
heraldic bearing, and assumed the degenerate form now 
generally used by the family (No. 13), I do not know, and 
probably shall never be able to discover. 

Scallop shells (in some form) were often introduced by 
Crusading families into their heraldic device ; so also were 
representations of Saracen money (termed in heraldry plates.) 
ScEdlop shells and plates meant much the same thing, viz,, that 
the first bearer of them had been to the Holy Land, or had 
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fought in the Crusades. Probably therefore the substitution of 
plates on the Wellesley shield, in the place of scallop shells, was 
considered a matter of little or no importance. 

The arms printed under Fittler's engraving of John Wesley 
(No. 15), though incorrect, are obviously more correct than 
those at present borne by the family (No. 13). 

It is easy to see how the engraver's mistake originated. He 
gives a wyvern as John Wesley's crest, and for the arms he 
draws a shield with only an outlined cross and three scallop 
shells in each quarter (No. 15). The wyvern and the cockatrice, 
to unheraldic eyes, are very similar: and the engraver has 
evidently mistaken the one for the other. The cross on the 
shield has been left out and a cross in outline substituted, owing 
no doubt to the engraver thinking it did not signify whether a 
cross were drawn or left in outline as in Fittler's (No. 15). It is 
not difficult to understand the readiness with which anyone 
ignorant of heraldry could transfer the scallop shells from the 
cross (when only drawn in outline) to the shield, and place three 
scallop shells in each quarter instead of crowding in the original 
five. 

I never heard of a wyvern having been adopted as the crest 
of the family. 

Garrett Wesley left his estates to the Colleys on condition 
that they adopted his arms ; and with this condition attached to 
their succession, it is not likely that they would have used any 
arms except his. No. 13 is the coat borne by all the existing 
Wellesleys. We may therefore be sure that this was old Garrett 
Wesley's coat of arms. The arms No. 14 are what my great 
grandfather bore. 

L. H. Wellesley Wesley. 

In addition to the above, Mr. Wesley has been kind enough 
to send rough sketches of twelve heraldic shields belonging to 
various branches of the Wesley family. These the Rev. G. 
Stringer Rowe has carefully copied. They are numbered i to 
12 on the plate of fac-similes. 

The following descriptions of the shields, together with the 
explanatory notes by Mr. Wesley, will add to the interest of this 
paper. 

No. I. Wesley » — Argent : a cross sable : in each quarter 
three scallops of the last. 

No. 2. Wesley, — Argent : a cross between four annulets, 
sable. 
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No. 3. WesUey, — Argent : a chevron between six billets in 
chief: and three crosses crosslet fitch^e, sable. 

No. 4. Westley. — Argent : a cross couped, sable : at each 
end an annulet of the last. 

No. 5. Westley, — Argent : a cross, sable, between sixteen 
annulets. 

No. 6. Westley. — Argent : a cross pommde, sable. 

No. 7. WesUey. — Gules : a cross ,or, between nine plates in 
each quarter, in saltire. 

No. 8. WesUey. — Gules : three escallops, argent. 

No. 9. Westley. — Gules : a cross, argent, between four 
plates. 

No. 10. Wdlesley of Wells: 132 1. — Gules: on a cross, 
argent, five escallop shells, azure. 

No. II. Wdlesley of Dangan: 1603. — Argent : on a cross, 
sable, five escallops of the first. 

No. 12. Wdlesley oi Blackholl, Kildare. — Gules: a cross, 
argent, between nine plates in saltire in each quarter. 

No. 13. ^(C//es% of Momington. — Gules : a cross, argent, 
between five plates in saltire in eich quarter. 

Mr. Wesley adds further, — " No. i is evidently the correct 
heraldic drawing of the incmrect bearing under the print of John 
Wesley. 

Note Nos. 10 and 11. They are interesting; both are 
exactly the same except in tincture. No. 11 is the heraldic 
bearing of the Wesleys or Wellesleys of Dangan, which the 
Duke of Wellington's grandfather ought, by the terms of Garrett 
Wesley's will, to have assumed. No. 10 is the arms of my 
branch of the family (Wellesley, or Wesley, of Wells), and of 
course the proper heraldic bearing of John Wesley. 

No. 8 and No. 9 seem to be the primitive forms of the 
arms when first assumed, and from these the later bearings 
developed. 

Bezants and plates in heraldry are what are called the two 
metal roundles ; the other roundles are in colours, and are, I 
think, six in number. The bezant, or golden roundle was pro- 
bably derived from the gold Byzantine coins, which the crusader 
fixed upon his shield by way of heraldic decoration. Plates, on 
the other hand, were sUver coins, probably called plates from the 
Spanish 'plata.' 

In heraldry sometimes, but very rarely, and only when 
specially stated, plates are gold ; almost always they are silver, 
and this is the case in all of the Wesley or Wellesley bearings. 
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May I call attention to Nos. 7 and 12. Here we have 
exactly the same peculiarity as in Nos. 10 and 11, viz., Westley 
and Wellesley using precisely the same device except that the 
tinctures are different. No. 12 has a silver cross, red shield, 
and silver plates. Westley, of Bury St. Edmunds (No. 7), has 
a gold cross, red shield and silver plates. Wesley of Wells, 
(not given in the illustration), is interesting too ; some of my 
father's great-aunts used it. It is the old Wellesley (of Wells) 
bearing, with the cross left out and a fess substituted, and vrith 
the escallops (6) placed on the shield, three above and three 
beneath the fess. 

When I was a boy there was a great Welsh antiquary of 
immense reputation ; she was also a walking herald, and had 
piles of pedigrees amongst her treasures. She would never 
have anything to do with any who had not royal blood in their 
veins. Her name was Miss Angharod Lloyd. She once asked 
me what Wesleys I belonged to, and at once looked out the 
family arms, and pronounced my family " noble indeed." She 
gave me copies of our pedigrees, and I alas some years after- 
wards handed them over to J. G. Stevenson, from whom they 
never came back. 

I see it stated in the Wesley Historical Society's Proceed- 
ings (pp. 68, 69) that probably Westley and Wellesley are not 
the same name after all. If so, how can we account for the 
arms in both variations (escallops and plates) being alike, or so 
closely alike ? 

The Wellesleys of Wells dropped that spelling of the name, 
and for at least 300 years have called themselves Westley. I 
know that various members of my family are buried in Wells 
Cathedral itself; and I think my great-great-grandfather and 
his father were buried in the nave, but most likely the stones or 
tablets no longer exist. They spelt their names with a 't.' 
The old family burial-place was for centuries Glastonbury 
Abbey." 
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Two Old Letters. 



The two letters which follow (the originals are in my 
possession) seem to throw a little light on one of the critical 
periods in the history of Methodist orthodoxy. Though, with 
the exception of one notorious case, our Methodist Histories 
take no notice of the special dangers of this time (1805- 1808), 
a few quotations will show how keenly they were felt. In the 
Address from the British to the Irish Conference in 1805, the 
sentence occurs — " Foreseeing the evils resulting from erroneous 
opinions, which, without great caution, we are certain would 
creep in amongst us, we have taken the subject into considera- 
tion with more than usual attention, and are determined to 
resist the slightest departure from those heavenly doctrines 
taught us in the Holy Scriptures, and which were believed and 
preached by our late venerable Father in the Gospel, the Rev. 
Mr. John Wesley." In the Minutes of 1806, Question 32 is, 
"Can anything be done for the security of our doctrines ? " and 
the Answer is "The President [A. Clarke] with Mr. Benson 
and the Secretary [Thos. Coke] are appointed to draw up a 
Digest or Form expressive of the Methodist doctrines with a 
sufficiency of texts of Scripture to explain them respectively, 
and with extracts out of Mr. Wesley's Works to prove that 
ever)rthing before advanced exactly coincides with his judgment 
and public declarations ; and a copy of what they have drawn 
up either unitedly or separately shall be sent to the Chairman of 
each District before next May." Whether this "Digest or 
Form " is still extant I know not.* There seems to be no 



* This Society has reprinted it. There were two Digests prepared — one 
by Dr. Coke, and the other in all probability either by Dr. Clarke or 
Mr. Benson or by the two conjointly. Both documents are contained 
in the second publication of the Society, issued last year under the 
title of "Articles of Religion Prepared by Order of the Conference of 
i8o6."— R. G. 
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further reference to it in the Minutes of 1807 ; but we jfind 
there a still more striking illustration of the doctrinal unrest 
of those days. — "Q. 23. What additional resolution can be 
passed in order to preserve our Societies from heresies and 
erroneous doctrines ? A. No person shall on any account be 
permitted to retain any official situation in our Societies who 
holds opinions contrary to the total Depravity of human Nature, 
the Divinity and Atonement of Christ, the Influence and 
Witness of the Holy Spirit, and Christian Holiness as believed 
by the Methodists." This regulation is so far as I know unique 
as the Test Act of Methodism, apart of course from all secur- 
ities as to the doctrinal opinions of those who teach or preach. 

The Methodist Biographies of this period are less reticent 
than the Histories, but a quotation from Etheridge's Life of Dr, 
A, Clarke (p. 212) must suffice here. "July 20, 1806. We have 

now got through all the characters except 's for Pelagianism 

and *s for denying the direct witness of the Spirit. . . . 

The brethren are so incensed against evasive answers on this 
subject that every man has Argus eyes. The question which I sent 

to Mr. was my own, but to-day it has been adopted without 

variation to be used as the test on which the Pelagian heretics 
should be tried." The reference to the second 'heresy ' here is 
no doubt due to Joseph Cook, whose story is told fully in Dr. 
Smith's History of Methodism^ vol ii. p. 431, or in the Life of Br, 
Bunting, p. 245. The first case is probably the one referred to 
in the following letters. The officials in a Cornish circuit seem 
to have insisted on the removal of a minister suspected of 
unsoundness in doctrine, and wrote to two of the great defenders 
of the faith with evident expectation of approval and sympathy. 
The two replies seem to me very characteristic of their respective 
authors. 

To Messrs. Flamank, Drew, etc. 

Dear Brethren, 

I reed, yours this morng. and have forwarded that 
signed by the Stewards, Local Preachers &c of St Austle & 
Mevagizzey to our late President at Raithby Lincolnshire. I 

think there should have been more warning given to Br. B ; 

but know not with whom the blame of remissness rests. — If I 
might venture to give any advice in the case it would be this : 

As things now are it would be best for Br. B to go to his 

present appointment and though he may have reason to com- 
plain, if he take up the Cross, God who succours the Distresst 
will help and comfort him : and at the next Conference the matter 
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may be fully heard and justice done. Several Societies have 

rose up I think unwarrantably against the Preachers sent to 
them; which has occasioned much uneasiness. I should be 
sorry to find my old well tried peaceable friends of St Austle 
and Mevagizzey in the number of those complainers. 

I am, my dr. Friends, 

Yoiu*s affectionately in the Lord, 

A. Clarke. 
Manchester, Augt 17, 1805. 

At Robt. Carr Brackenbury's 
Esq., Raithby-Hall, near 
Spilsby, Lincolnshire. 

Aug. 21, 1805. 
Very dear Friend, 

I have reed yr letter concerning the removal of Mr. 

B and have sent it to Mr. Benson and the London Preachers 

for their judgment and when I receive their answer you shall 
hear from me again. 

I have a great regard for Mr. B a great love for him & 

trust that he has not embraced Pdagianism, I use the word, 
because the meaning of it, whether it ought to have been applied 

to Pelagius or not, is now defined a denial that man is born 

with a corrupted nature derived from Adam, which is prone to 

nothing but evil. I cd wish that my dear friend Mr B 

wd write to me on the subject. 

Pdagianism has certainly gained the ascendancy in the 
minds of one or more of the Preachers who laboured last year 
in Cornwall : and if the Conference were not to set itself in a 
strong and effectual manner against that heresy I would certainly 
leave the Methodist Connexion immediately. I beg my love to 
Mr. Flamank and all yr family & am 

My very dear friend 

Your much obliged 

& very affectionate Brother 
T. Coke. 
P.S. Please to give my love to Mr. Drew & tell him that 
I intend to write to him to-morrow. 

T. G. OSBORN. 
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Notes on Aethodisav in 

Liverpool. 



In the absence of positive statement on the subject, it is to 
be feared there is no possibility at this period of discovering 
when and by whom Methodism was first introduced into Liver- 
pool. Conjecture might supply several names. The men who 
laboured so nobly and successfully in other parts of Lancashire 
and Cheshire — such as Bennet, Nelson, Wm. Damey, Grim- 
shaw — would in all probability find their way to this young and 
enterprising town. 

John Bennet formally united with Mr. Wesley in 1742-3, 
received an appointment and preached constantly in the north 
of England, his " Round " extending to 200 miles through the 
counties of Lancashire, Yorkshire, Derbyshire, and Cheshire. 
He was the principal means of introducing Methodism into 
Stockport, Chester, Rochdale, Manchester. Everett, in his 
"Methodism in Manchester and its Vicinity," p. 133, writes, 
" John Bennet's round comprised Chinley in Derbyshire, Mac- 
clesfield in Cheshire, Burslem in Staffordshire, Alpraham, 
Chester, Holywell in Flintshire, passing over (he rising tovm of 
Liverpool onward to Whitehaven in Cumberland and back to 
Bolton in Lancashire, Manchester, and Chinley, including many 
of the intermediate towns and villages." 

From the heading of one of Wm. Damey*s hymns (No. 
clxii.) we learn that he believed himself called to preach in Oct. 
1 74 1. In 1742 he became a local preacher, was received by 
Mr. Wesley as a helper, and preached in many parts of Lanca- 
shire. In order to prevent the results of his labours being scat- 
tered, he formed the new converts into classes. Many such small 
companies of believers were gathered together some years before 
Mr. Wesley formally recognised them : and the Societies thus 
raised were known as " Wm. Damey's Societies," and received 
occasional pastoral oversight firom the devoted Grimshaw, vicar 
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of Haworth. It is not unreasonable to suppose that these men 
are responsible to some extent for the beginnings of Methodism 
in Liverpool. 

In the year 1746 the country was divided into seven 
circuits or " Rounds," viz. — London, Bristol, Cornwall, Evesham, 
Yorkshire (including six counties — Cheshire, Lancashire, Der- 
byshire, Nottinghamshire, Rutlandshire, and Lincolnshire), 
Newcastle, Wales. This was the Methodist Heptarchy, and the 
earliest attempt to bring the whole of the country under the 
organised supervision of the Methodist itinerancy. The attempt 
resulted in the grand principle of " connexionalism," with its 
District and Circuit arrangements. From these seven centres 
the Preachers went forth on their rounds. The Preachers on the 
Yorkshire round for part of this year (1746) were Thomas 
Hardwick, Thomas Westell, John Haughton, John Bennet, 
Francis Walker, John Trembath, John Nelson, and James 
Wheatley. 

In the " Bennet Minutes " for 1 748, there are nine 
Circuits or Divisions. The seventh of these is thus designated : 
" Cheshire ; including Cheshire itself, 2 Nottingham, 3 Derby- 
shire, 4 Lancashire, 5 Sheffield, &c." Lancashire is here trans- 
ferred from the Yorkshire to the Cheshire Circuit. But for 
some years the arrangements and boundaries of Circuits were 
liable to frequent changes, and about 1750 the Cheshire Circuit 
seems to have been absorbed in the Manchester round. 

The first Methodist Preaching place in Liverpool, says Mr. 
Tyerman, " was a small, dingy, and inconvenient room in Cable 
Street." How long the Society met in this room we have no 
means of knowing. 

From an old Society Account-Book of the Manchester 
Round, many interesting particulars of early Methodism in 
Liverpool may be gathered. The book is inscribed as follows, 
" A true account of the money brought in by the Stewards from 
each Society in the Manchester Round for the use of the 
Preachers and for the discharge of necessary expense." It is 
dated April 20, 1752. The Manchester Round included the 
following places: — Chester, Alpraham, Acton, Booth Bank, 
Oldfield Brow, Davey Hulme, Shackerley, Bolton, Bank 
House, Ashbury, Manchester, Kadbrook [? Gadbrook], Woodley, 
Maxfield [? Macclesfield]. On June 29th, Peach [?Peak], 
Derbyshire, and Bedford, are added. In September Stockport 
appears ; each quarter new names are added to this extensive 
round. 
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The Preachers during 1752 on this round were Thomas 
Mitchel, James Scofield, John Nelson, and John Fisher (who 
was removed to Ireland on June i8th) : and after the Confer- 
ence, Christopher Hopper and John Haughton. During the 
year 1 75 3 we find the names of John Haughton, Jonathan Maskew, 
John Haimes, John Hampson, and Jonathan Pritchard. It was 
during this year that the name Liverpool first appears in the 
Manchester Account-Book under the date of January ist, with 
the following entry : " Travelling charges to Liverpool per John 
Haughton, 2s. 6d. : June 25, James Scofield to Liverpool, 4s. : 
Nov. 17 th, John Hampson to Liverpool, 5 s." There is no 
doubt that at this time Liverpool Methodism was assisted from 
Manchester financially. There is not only frequent reference to 
"travelling charges to Liverpool," but under date April 2, 
1755, occurs the following entry: "For shoes at Liverpool, 
8s. 6d. ; Mr. Moss, family and wife, j£$ 3s. od. ; Mr. Moss, 
Travelling charges, 7s. 6d. : making a. total of j£^ 19s. od.," — 
under date 1760, "Liverpool Bill, ^£2 14s. od. : Sept. 29, 
Pd. Mr. Blundell in part of his Bill Liverpool, ^£2 2s. od.," &c. 
The first recorded payment from Liverpool to Manchester was 
made by one Wm. Bell — ^possibly one of the Liverpool 
stewards — on June 30, 1755, the amount being j£i is. 2d. In 
the September quarter, 12s. was conveyed by Mr. Moss (one of 
the Preachers) ; and fi'om this year forward Liverpool continued 
its quarterly instalment until it was made a separate Circuit. 

As we have seen, the Society first met in Cable Street, " in 
a small dingy room." This could not for long serve their 
requirements, and a piece of ground was purchased for the erec- 
tion of a chapel, the self-same site as that of the present Pitt 
Street Chapel. Here was built the first Methodist Preaching- 
House in Liverpool. We are left in no doubt as to the exact 
date, for it is fixed in the "Annals of Liverpool." In Gore's 
Directory under the year 1754, the following entry occurs: 
" The Methodist Chapel in Pitt Street first recorded as a meet- 
ing place for dissentors. May 7 th." 

The Preachers for 1754 were Messrs. Edwards, Peter Jaco, 
Robert Swindells, and Thomas Williams. Mr. John Edwards 
with four others left the itinerancy during this year, and formed 
independent congregations for themselves in different parts of 
England. Mr. Thomas Williams in the early part of his con- 
nection with Methodism was remarkably zealous. He was the 
first Methodist Preacher to visit Ireland (in the year 1747), and 
there he opened his commission in Dublin. Atmore says " that 

106 



Proceedings. 

he afterwards fell from his steadfastness . . . and was excluded 
from the Connexion." He afterwards procured ordination in 
the Established Church. From the following autobiographical 
extract from the Arminian Magazine for 1778, we find that we 
are at the beginning of Methodism generally in this whole 
district; Mr. Jaco writes, "At the Conference [1754] I was 
appointed to the Manchester Circuit, which took in Cheshire, 
Lancashire, Derbyshire, Staffordshire and parts of Yorkshire. 
Here God blessed my mean labours, that I was fully convinced 
He had called me to preach His gospel. Meantime my hard- 
ships were great. I had many difficulties to struggle with. In 
some places the work was to begin, and in most places being in 
its infancy we had hardly the necessaries of life, so that after 
preaching three or four times a day, and riding 30 or 40 miles, I 
have often been thankful for a little clean straw, with a canvas 
sheet, to lie on. Very frequently we had also violent oppositions. 
At Warrington, I was struck so violently with a brick on the 
breast, that blood gushed out through my mouth, nose, and 
ears." 

On April 15th, 1755, Wesley paid his first visit to Liver- 
pool. He arrived about noon, and spent there the next five 
days. The following are his own words describing a town now 
in point of size the second city in the Kingdom : " It is one of 
the neatest, best-built towns I have seen in England. I think 
it is full twice as large as Chester. Most of the streets are 
quite straight. Two-thirds of the town, we were informed, have 
been added within these forty years. If it continue to increase 
in the same proportion, in forty years more it will nearly equal 
Bristol. The people in general are the most mild and court- 
eous I ever saw in a sea-port town, as indeed appears by their 
friendly behaviour not only to the Jews and Papists, who live 
among them, but even to the Methodists (so-called). The 
preaching-house is a little larger than that at Newcastle. It was 
thoroughly filled at seven in the evening, and the hearts of the 
whole congregation seemed to be moved before the Lord, and 
before the presence of His power." He adds, "Every 
morning, as well as evening, abundance of people gladly 
attended the preaching. Many of them I learned were dear 
lovers of controversy : but I had better work. I pressed upon 
them all * repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.'" 

The neighbourhood of this chapel at this time was un- 
occupied and dirty. At the front of the chapel was a large 
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pool of water, through which the Methodists had to pass by the 
help of stepping-stones. Nearly forty years after the time of 
Wesley's first visit, the chapel was flanked by a large brickfield : 
and Adam Clarke, who was then the resident preacher, describes 
his house as being " neither in hell nor purgatory, yet in a place 
of torment." "Well, but where is it ? " asked his friend. "You 
must go," answered the warm-hearted Hibernian, " down Dale 
Street, then along East Street, and when you are up to the 
middle in clay and mud, call out lustily for Adam Clarke." — 
Everett's Life of Clarke^ 2nd. Ed., Vol. i., p. 206. 

Tyerman in his Life of Wesley informs us that " one of the 
first worshippers in the Pitt Street Chapel was a diminutive 
tailor, whose Christian name was Timothy, and who had a spouse 
as great corporally as he was little. Timothy's wife helped to 
maintain his family by washing, but this was the only sense in 
which she was a help-meet to him. She hated the Methodists, 
and did her utmost to make the life of poor Timothy a scene 
of purgatorial misery. The little tailor however continued 
faithful. One night when he had gone to chapel, his persecuting 
queen engaged the services of a number of ragged boys to 
assist her in driving a herd of pigs into Pitt Street meeting- 
house, for the purpose of disturbing the congregation. Again 
and again, the pigs were got to the chapel door, but as often 
they revolted, to the termagant's great vexation. Finding her 
toil fruitless, and seeing a seat at the entrance of the chapel 
vacant, she seated herself, and for the first time listened to the 
ministry of the truth. She was convinced of sin, and went home 
in deep distress. On poor Tim's arrival, he was much surprised 
to see his wife in tears, and asked the reason of such a 
phenomenon. She related what had happened ; Tim found it 
difficult to believe that the change was genuine, and yet so it 
was, for henceforth she became a true penitent, she soon found 
peace with God, and was as valiant a champion in the service of 
her Saviour, as she had ever been in that of Satan. For six- 
teen years she lived the life of a faithful Methodist, and then 
died happy in God, and went triumphantly to heaven." 

FREDK. M. PARKINSON. 
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Reseablance between 
Waldensian and AVethodist 

Churches. 



The Waldensian Church in the period preceding the 
Reformation presents a remarkable resemblance to early Method- 
ism. This ancient evangelical church is clearly traceable to the 
tenth century, and believed on probable evidence by eminent 
writers, and by all its present pastors with whom I have 
conversed, to have an unbroken chain of connection with 
Apostolic Christianity in Italy, 

In the most remote recesses of the Cottian Alps the 
people found shelter from persecution, and in the celebrated 
Pra du Tor the only school of the prophets of which tradition 
speaks was held. In the year 1885 I paid a first visit to this 
Thermopylae of the Alps, and within the porch of a diminutive 
church was shown a wide slab, said to have been the table 
around which the Barbe candidates for the holy ministry 
gathered in a chalet such as to-day is found in that impregnable 
natural fortress. 

With respect to the ministry, the Vaudois believed " that 
the preaching of the Word is free to all men called thereunto," 
and " that they only were the successors of the Apostles who 
imitated them in their lives." Intimating that call, and being 
received after solemn prayer, the candidates " were required to 
learn by heart all the chapters of St. Matthew and St. John, all 
the canonical epistles, and a good part of the writings of David, 
Solomon, and the Prophets." Thus were they pre-eminently 
" Preachers of the Gospel." 

Like the earliest Methodist Preachers their maintenance 
was of the scantiest and simplest character. " Those whom we 
teach afford us food and raiment with good-will, and without 
compulsion." Like our early preachers necessity often compelled 
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the Barbes to follow some trade ; but they thus write, " We do 
not think it necessary that our pastor should work for bread. 
They might be better qualified to instruct us, if we could 
maintain them without their own labours ; but our poverty has 
no remedy." 

The doctrines they taught, as given by one of the best 
historians, were — " ist. The Inspiration and Absolute Authority 
of the Bible : 2nd. The Trinity in the Godhead : 3rd. The 
Sinful State of Man : 4th. Free Salvation by Jesus Christ : 5th. 
Above all, Faith working by Love." I think this would form a 
brief but also fairly comprehensive summary of Wesley's 
teaching. 

In their early confessions there is no trace of predestination. 
At the time of the Reformation they thus wrote to CEcolampadius : 
" As to predestination we are much troubled about it, having 
always believed that God created all men for eternal life, and 
that the reprobate only become so by their own fault. But if 
all things take place of necessity, so that he who is predestinated 
to life cannot become reprobate, nor those who are destined to 
condemnation attain salvation, of what use are sermons or 
exhortations ? " 

On the twelfth of September, 1532, a synod which lasted 
six days assembled in the valley of Angrogna. Farel from 
Switzerland was present, and articles of faith were formulated of 
a decidedly Calvinistic character. Two pastors and a number 
of laymen who dissented withdrew from the synod, thus proving 
that they regarded these tenets as innovations. 

The Waldensian form of church government resembled 
ours in several respects. They had annual synods presided 
over by a Moderator. These inquired into the character 
of pastors. The synods appointed the Barbes and parishes 
containing many hamlets, in which then as now the pastor 
itinerated as do Wesleyan Ministers in their circuits. And 
hard circuits they are as I can testify from experience of 
them all. The ancient Barbes were changed from place to 
place every three years, excepting the aged men who were no 
longer removed. The young men then as now were sent to the 
highest parishes where snow remains from six to eight months, 
and were ordered to preach at least four times a week, though 
to do so they had often to travel up to the knees in snow. 

Another striking point of resemblance to Methodism is 
thus given by the historian Muston : " The Barbes went once a 
year to each of the scattered hamlets of their parishes in order 
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to listen to each person apart in a private confession. But this 
confession had no other object than to obtain the salutary 
counsels of Christian experience, and not delusive absolution." 
That this pastoral visitation assumed a fellowship-meeting form, 
and continued until about 1650, I learned from one of the 
most learned professors in the College of La Tour. 

There was lay agency, both male and female. One of 
their writers says : " Among us women teach as well as men ; 
and one disciple, as soon as he is informed himself, teaches 
another ; and there is hardly man or woman who doth not 
retain the whole New Testament." 

Open-air services have been universal from the earliest to 
the present time; and again to use Waldensian words, the 
result of the whole has been to raise up many generations of 
" sincere believers in Christ, and to teach and enforce upon all 
a holy life and conversation." 

These are very important facts of church usage and 
doctrine for us as Methodists. Our glory is that both our 
doctiine and usage are in strict conformity with Scripture, and 
have sprung from the wants of souls striving after a higher life 
guided by the Holy Spirit to the use of simple, natural methods 
of communion and government as occasion arose. And here 
we find a people so far severed from us by hoar antiquity, by 
sea, mountain and hostile territory, as to be almost lost in 
oblivion, guided by God for aught we know right down from 
Apostolic times to the same truths and church methods as was 
Wesley in the matter of teaching and organisation. These 
facts surely bring us many steps nearer to the Apostolic church 
in the matter of our polity. Upon my mind they had the effect 
produced by demonstration through distinct lines of calculation, 
and I thank God for affording such confirmatory testimony to 
our economy from remote ages and from a land, so distant, yet 
renowned for innumerable martyrs and confessions, and for a 
church preserved by almost miraculous intervention. 

J. W. LAYCOCK. 
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A Brief Sketch 

OF THE 

RISE AND PROGRESS OF WESLEYAN METHODISM 
IN THE BRIXTON-HILL CIRCUIT. 



Churches like rivers often take their rise further back than 
casual observers surmise, and not infrequently have what may 
be termed (in pursuance of the analogy) a subterranean course, 
and are lost to sight for a time, only to burst forth with greater 
volume and power at a later stage. 

The church at Brixton HUl had a very humble birth. It 
commenced its career in a cottage, numbered 21, but subse- 
quently 417, Coldharbour Lane, in the year 1822. The first 
record of its existence appears in the Circuit Book of South- 
wark (Long Lane) in the brief entry, Jan. 1823 : " Contribution 
to Quarter Board, 15s. 5d." 

The Rev. John Stephens was the first superintendent minister 
at South wark in 1822, and became the foster father of the cause 
at Brixton, watching and tending it for several years. He 
ultimately settled as a supernumerary minister at Brixton Hill, 
in Somers Road, and died there in 1841. He is recorded to 
have said before his death, " I mean to die clean ; I will take a 
bath for my body, as I have for my soul in the fountain which is 
opened for sin and uncleanness." 

No date can be found when the worshippers quitted this 
cottage, but probably they were there about a year. They then 
aspired to a position near the summit of Brixton Hill, and took 
possession of a small building fitted up as a temporary chapel, 
where they remained about three years. It was approached 
from Upper Tulse Hill Road at the existing back entrance to 
Streatham Lodge and Avenue Lodge. The building stood in 
the back garden of the latter at the east end, and on the west 
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side of what was Mr. Dove's granary. The two walls are close 
together, the old chapel wall forming the back wall of the garden 
to Avenue Lodge. 

The documents in the circuit safe shew that in 1826 the 
half of the present site nearest to Endymion Road was procured 
by the Rev. John Stephens, then superintendent minister at 
City Road. This building scheme commenced doubtless at 
an earlier date whilst Mr. Stephens was at Southwark. The 
tenure was only copyhold, but the property was enfranchised 
thirty years later, when the whole of the site bounded by the 
Elm-Park Road was secured. 

The first chapel on the present site was built in 1826, and 
was attached to the Southwark Circuit. The ministers were 
Richard Reece, John Knowles, Thomas Rowland, and Richard 
Boot. 

Comparatively little is now known of the life and service 
rendered by the members (only forty in number) of this little 
church, except that they were very zealous, holding open-air 
meetings in Windmill Street (then so called ; now known as 
Cornwall Road), and at other places in the neighbourhood, as 
far northward as Kennington Common, and at West Norwood 
to the south east. 

Once in these early days of its history, the Rev. John 
Knowles came to preach, and, as was his wont, arrived early in 
order to take a rest before the service commenced. He had 
seated himself on a free seat just inside the door when the old 
lady who officiated as chapel-keeper approached and saluted 
him with " Good morning, sir, where do you usually attend ?" 
" First one place and then another," he replied ; when the old 
lady added, " I would not give a fig for your religion then." 
There was no response, but at the proper time the gentleman 
rose and made his way into the pulpit. The old lady had been 
deceived by appearances, for, like Dr. Adam Clarke, Mr. 
Knowles eschewed a black-cloth coat and wore a blue one with 
brass buttons and knee-breeches, a red Indian silk handkerchief 
covering his head while he rested on the free seat. The poor 
old lady had a bad time that Sunday morning, and when the 
service was over hastened into the vestry to apologise. 

In 1829 the connection with Southwark was severed by a 
re-division of the places, Lambeth, Walworth (Southville, the 
parent of the present Stockwell circuit at Studley Road), and 
Brixton Hill, forming the new circuit, with three ministers — 
David M'Nicol, J. W. Etheridge, and Dr. Dixon. Brixton then 
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had sixty-one members, and its contribution to the Quarter 
Board in March of that year was £4 6s. 6d. The circuit 
stewards for Southwark were Thomas Farmer and Mr. BicknelL 
Thomas Gabriel, the founder of the large timber business in 
Lambeth, (father of Christopher T. Gabriel and Sir Thomas 
Gabriel, and grandfather of Thomas Gabriel, the present 
treasurer of the day schools), was sometime superintendent of 
the Sunday school at Brixton Hill, which was held in the gallery 
of the chapel. 

Brixton possessed men of varying types. There were the 
two brothers Sherrington, who commenced preaching while they 
were still in their short jackets, and who had more to do with 
founding the West Norwood Society than any one else. 
Charles Sherrington subsequently settled there, and became its 
first leader and supervisor. 

Brixton suffered in common with other districts from the 
Reform movement, and lost members and some whole classes. 
But it gathered itself up in troublous times, and was blessed by 
the advent in the early fifties of such men as C. T. Gabriel, 
Edward Corderoy, and Thomas Gumey ; John Bennett joined 
it a little earlier. It had its notable women too, who in divers 
ways and spheres wrought with zeal and love, Mrs. Key and 
Mrs. Kirsop among others being distinguished and successful 
class-leaders. General Booth was about this time a zealous and 
successful local preacher, who won souls to Christ in the old 
chapel, amongst them being Mary Englefield, a very sincere and 
devout Christian, and a friend of the late Miss Rye. It may 
not be generally known that the General and Miss Mumford 
(his future wife) met at and signed the pledge together in the 
house connected with the Dulwich Road Mission. 

The Rev. Thomas Akroyd became the first resident minister 
in 1852. At that time some additional pews were introduced 
and various internal alterations made, including the removal of 
the old high pulpit and the choir-seats around it It was soon 
found however that the building was becoming too circumscribed, 
there being no class-rooms, no school-room, and only one small 
vestry. The Sunday school was held in the gallery under the 
superintendency of Father Sellman, who then lived in the very 
house in which the first Methodist services were held ; and its 
secretary was a young man, one George Candler, who sub- 
sequently became a local preacher, a class leader, trustee, circuit 
steward, and who continues to bring forth fruit to this day. 
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In 1856 it was finally decided to arise and build. The 
ministers then on the circuit were Charles Haydon, William 
Jackson (for many years subsequently Governor of Didsbury 
Collie), Geo. Taylor Morrison, and John Skidmore. The 
class leaders were Revd. Thos. Key, Supernumerary, and Mrs. 
Key of saintly memory, John Fletcher Bennet, Thomas Gumey, 
Mrs. Kirsop, Father Sellman, Benjamin Jennings, Caleb Price, 
Martin C. Hall, and Miss Dutton. The lay pillars and prime 
movers in this laudable enterprise were Christopher T. Gabriel, 
John F. Bennet, and Edward Corderoy. 

J. PEED. 
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Notes 

ON "A COLLECTION OF TUNES, SET TO MUSIC, 
AS THEY ARE COMMONLY SUNG AT THE 

FOUNDERY." 



The custom of singing Psalms was introduced into 
England soon after the Reformation. The first Psalter to 
become widely known and used was issued by John Day during 
the early part of Elizabeth's reign. From the title page of this 
book we find one of its objects was to supplant " all ungodly 
songs and ballades, which tend only to the nourishing of vice 
and corrupting of youth." This new practice of singing psalms 
received the sanction of Queen Elizabeth, for she issued an 
injunction that " at the end of the morning or evening prayer 
there may be sung an hymn or such-like song to the praise of 
Almighty God.*' 

During the last decade of the sixteenth century other 
famous psalters were issued by Thomas Est and Richard 
Allison. Est's Psalter (1592) was the first to assign names to 
the Psalm tunes, but only a few were thus designated, the 
melodies generally being known by the number of the Psalm to 
which they were set, e.g. " Old Eighty-first,*' " Old Hundredth " 
(which however is a misnomer, that well-known tune having 
been originally set to the 134th Psalm). 

As our object is to examine the sources whence John 
Wesley derived the tunes contained in his first Music book 
(published in 1746), let us briefly notice the tunes in these 
sixteenth century psalters. Most of them were derived from 
what is known as the Genevan Psalter. The melodies herein 
contained were partly original, being written for the book, and 
partly derived from local sources, some being adapted from 
secular melodies. In some instances phrases were borrowed 
from various tunes, and strung together to form a new tune. 
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This is particularly noticeable in the " Old Hundredth," each 
of the lines being common to other tunes of the period. A few 
are ascribed to Luther, but the authority is unsatisfactory. The 
name frequently given as that of the composer of an old Psalter 
tune is more frequently that of the compiler and arranger. 
Generally speaking then when we have traced a tune or melody 
to one of these sixteenth century Psalters, we have exhausted 
our present knowledge of it. The exceptions (and there are 
few) will be duly noted when we come to an examination of 
each of the tunes in Wesley's collection. 

We now pass on to the seventeenth century. The high- 
water mark of the old Psalters was reached in Ravenscroft's 
"Whole Book of Psalmes," issued in 1621. This is a collec- 
tion of most of the tunes of the previous Psalters, with some 
additional ones. Some of the tunes that occur in these early 
Psalters are to be found in the Wesleyan Tune Book, — e.g., " Win- 
chester Old" (No. i), the date of which is incorrectly given as 
it first appeared in 1592 ; "Audi Israel" (No. 95), also known 
as " Ten Commandments Tune " ; and a few others. 

During the fifty years that followed the publication of 
Ravenscroft's Psalter both church and secular music, which 
had flourished under Elizabeth and James I. to an extent 
unknown either before or since, fell into a languishing state, 
and no new Psalter of importance, except perhaps one by 
Henry Lawes, was issued. During the seventeenth century 
various editions of the Psalter were issued, the tunes being 
merely reprints. Only a few tunes were printed, and each 
psalm was assigned to one of the given tunes. The melody is 
given, but no parts. I have one of these Psalters before me 
now in splendid condition, dated 1606. 

In my next paper I propose to review the more important 
Psalters and Tune Books issued from 1670 to the time of 
Wesley. 

[To be continued.] 

JAMES T. LIGHTWOOD. 
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The Wesleyan Hyan Book. 



The history of the Wesleyan Hymn-Book has yet to be 
written ; the following is a brief abstract of an attempt made 
some time ago by the present writer, but does not contain a 
full enumeration of the editions. 

On the cover of the Arminian Magazine for November, 
r779, is an advertisement as under : " Proposals for printing (by 
subscription) A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People 
called Methodists. Intended to be used in all their congrega- 
tions. Conditions : — I. This Collection will contain about five 
hundred hymns, and upwards of four hundred pages. II. It is 
now ready for the press, and will be printed with all expedition. 

III. The price is three shillings ; half to be paid at the time of 
subscribing ; the other half at the delivery of the book, sewed. 

IV. Booksellers ordyy subscribing for six copies, shall have a 
seventh gratis.*' The preface is signed John Wesley, London, 
Oct. 20, 1779. 

The book was published early in the following year, the 
full title being — A Collection of Hymns for the use of the people 
called Methodists : London : Printed by J. Paramore, at the 
Foundry, 1780: (Price Three Shillings sewed). The volume 
contains 525 hymns, selected from 21 separate poetical publica- 
tions previously issued by the Wesleys. The following is a list 
of the publications from which the hymns were taken, with the 
number of hymns taken from each : — 

1 A Collection of Psaims and Hymns, 1737,-8,-41, and-43 9 

2 Hymns and Sacred Poems, I 'J ^g ... 41 

3 ditto 1740... ... ... ... 45 

4 Hymns on Gods Everlasting Love, 1741 17 

5 Hymns and Sacred Poems, IT 42 91 

6 A Collection of Moral iS: Sacred Poern^, 1 'J 44 i 

7 Funeral Hymns (First Series, pp. 24), 1746 5 

8 Hymns for the Nativity, 1*^46,.. 3 

9 Hymns for Tim£S of Trouble and Persecution, 1744 ... i 
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10 HymnsforiheLorcPsSv^eryij4^ 8 

11 Hymns of Petition and InanJcsgiving for the Promise of 

the Father (Hymns for Whitsuntide), 1746 3 

12 Hymns for those that seek and those that have Redemption 

in the Uood of Jesus Christy i*j^1 ... 20 

13 Hymns and Sacred Poems (2 vols, by C. W.), 1749 ... 131 

14 Hymns for New Yea/r^s Day y IT ^o i 

15 Hymns occasioned by the Earthquake^ parts I. & II., 1750 3 

16 Hymns for the Year 1756y IT $6 3 

17 Hymns of Intercession for all Mankind, I J $S 6 

18 Hymns on Short Passages of Holy Scripture (2 vols.), 1 762 84 

19 Hymns for Children^ 1763 16 

20 Hymns for FamilieSf 1767 24 

21 Hymns on the Trinity J 1 J 6 J <.. 13 

525 



A few of the hymns had been published in leaflets, or 
appended to prose tracts, before they appeared in the above- 
named publications. Besides the judicious omission of verses 
from many of the longer hymns, numerous alterations of words 
and phrases were made by the compiler. In the second edition, 
1 781, Hymn 441, commencing "Terrible God and true," was 
omitted, and another portion of the same hymn substituted. 
The hymn in the first edition was in two different metres, and 
could not be sung to a single tune. With this exception and a 
few verbal alterations chiefly misprints, the book passed 
through several editions unaltered. No name of compiler 
appeared on the title-page of any edition until that of 1795, which 
was called " A new edition, by the Rev. John Wesley, A.M." 

In a new edition (London : Printed for G. Whitfield, at 
the New Chapel, City Road, near Finsbury Square, 1797, 
i2mo.), twenty-nine hymns were omitted, and twenty-eight 
others substituted ; and ten more added and marked by an 
asterisk attached to the number of the preceding hymn, one 
with t\^'0 asterisks, and one without any. Twenty-five called 
" Additional Hymns" were appended, making a total of 561, 
though the last hymn is numbered 550. 

Many of the incorporated and additional hymns were not 
by the Wesleys, and far inferior to the Wesleyan poetry gener- 
ally. One hymn commencing : — 

The despised Nazarene, 
Who is chief in my esteem, 
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had been described by Wesley in the preface to his Pocket Hymn 
Book for the use of Cfmstians of all Denominations^ published some 
ten years previously, as "doggerel double distilled.'* The 
alterations in this edition gave much dissatisfaction to both 
ministers and members of the Society, and in the Conference of 
1 799 the following resolution was passed : — " Dr. Coke, Brother 
Story, Brother Moore, and Brother Clarke are appointed to 
reduce the large hymn book to its primitive simplicity as 
published in the second edition ; with liberty to add a word 
now and then, in the way of note, to explain a difficult passage, 
for the sake of the unlearned : and a discretionary power is 
given them, in respect to the additional hymns.'* A reprint of 
this edition in 24mo. was published in the following year, 
1798. 

In the year 1800, the edition of 1797 not having been sold 
out, the section containing the Appendix was reprinted with the 
omission of the hymn 526, ** The despised Nazarene," and the 
substitution of another, " Join all the glorious names." The 
former part of the book was unaltered, the title-page bearing the 
date 1797, while on the last page after the Index was "G. 
Story, North Green, Worship Street, London, 1800 J' In the 
same year 1800 another "new edition'' was issued with the 
title exactly as before (1797), except that "and sixpence" is 
printed under the last line, thus : — 

["Price bound in calf four shillings"] 
and sixpence. 

The whole of the hymns appear to have been reprinted, 
but at the end of the index the words, " G. Story, North Green, 
Worship Street, London. 1800," are retained. This is perplex- 
ing. In this edition two other hymns besides " The despised 
Nazarene " were omitted ; viz , No. 267, " Worship and thanks 
and blessing,"and No. 441, " Now in a song of grateful praise ". 
and the hymns displaced for them in the edition of 1780 
reinstated, viz.. No. 267, "The Lord unto my Lord hath said," 
and No. 441, "Sinners the call obey." 

Another edition without alteration was printed in 1801. 
In 1803 an edition was issued by the Revision Committee, in 
which twenty-five of the twenty-nine omitted hymns are 
restored, and a corresponding number of the inserted ones 
displaced. All the hymns of the original book are retained 
except four. Fifteen fresh hymns are incorporated and twenty- 
six "Additional Hymns " remain at the end, making in adl 
forty-one hymns more than were contained in Wesley's editions. 
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In the edition of 1808, fourteen other hymns were omitted, 
seven of which appeared in the first edition, and as many were 
substituted for them. Two hymns, probably by mistake, were 
numbered 46, and so remained until 1875. ^^ ^^^ same 
edition appeared "An index to the subjects of the hymns," 
and another of " Scripture texts," in addition to the general 
index of first lines ; but none of these contain the " additional, 
or as they are termed in this edition, the " Supplemental 
Hymns." The pagination of the first index commences with the 
number 505, as does also that of the collection of "supplemental 
hymns," from which it may be inferred that the indexes were 
compiled with the intention of omitting the " supplemental '* 
hymns. 

The edition of 1809 differs very little from that of 1808, 
the variations consisting only of a few verbal alterations and 
the omission or restoration of single verses in a few of the 
hymns. The editions of 1810,-11, and- 12 are reprints of that 
of 1809. A so-called "stereotype" edition was published in 
18 1 3, but there are variations in the case of hymns 29, 132, 
240, 296, 332, as numbered in the 1875 edition ; verse 4 of 
Hymn 88, omitted in 1809, is restored, and verse 5 of Hymn 2 
is omitted but was restored in 18 14. 

In the edition of 1797, in which so many alterations were 
made, the seventh paragraph of the preface in which reference 
is made to the alterations of the hymns was omitted ; it was 
restored in the 8vo. edition of 18 14 and the 12 mo. edition of 
182 1, though intermediate editions were published without it. 
"An index to the first line of every verse except the first in each 
of the hymns" was also inserted in the edition of 18 14. It 
had however appeared in an edition, published privately in 
18 1 3, by Dewhirst, of Leeds. 

A small 3 2 mo. edition was published without date, with a 
portrait of John Wesley preaching to a congregation in City 
Road Chapel ; under the portrait is Blood sc, and below that 
" Revd. John Wesley, A.M. -^tatis 87." In the centre of the 
title page three angels are figured in a group ; and below is 
" London : printed for and sold by T. Blanshard, 14, City 
Road, and 66, Paternoster Row." As this is the first time a 
portrait of Wesley is known to have been inserted in the book, 
it would be interesting to learn the date at which the edition 
was published. Blanshard was Book-steward from 1808 to 
to 1823, and the slight alterations in this edition correspond 
with those of the Book-room edition of 1813 ; but it contains 
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the index to the first lines of verses mentioned above — of which 
Dewhirst says in his edition of 1813, "As Mr. Wesley's hymns 
have never been published with an index to the verses, the 
proprietor of this edition hopes that the following which con- 
tains part of the first lines of every verse (the whole alphabeti- 
cally arranged) will materially assist the recollection, and 
greatly facilitate the finding of any hymn that may be wanted." 
The Portrait by Fry, dated July, 1825, was inserted by 
Kershaw in the editions of that year ; and was bound up with 
some copies of the edition of 1824, which were evidently bound 
after the 1825 portrait was published; it was also inserted in 
some copies of the 1831 edition, which were bound probably 
before Jackson's portrait of Wesley was engraved. 

C. D. HARDCASTLE. 
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Wesley's Views on Prayers 

FOR THE Dead. 



In Dean Luckock's Afitir Death the statement is made that 
Wesley believed in prayers for the dead, and adopted the 
practice in his daily devotions. During my ministry in Torquay 
I had frequent interviews with the Dean, and learned that the 
chief grounds for the assertion were, first, Wesley's answer to 
Lavington (WorJcSy ix. 55) : second, his exposition of the prayer 
" Thy kingdom come " ; and third, certain prayers for the dead 
printed by Wesley and forming part of a manual of devotion. 
This mysterious manual is A Collection of Forms of Prayer for 
every day of the week It forms part of Vol. xi. of Wesley's 
Works. Wesley says of this book {Journal, May 14, 1765) that 
it was printed in 1733 — that is, five years before his conversion 
— for the use of his pupils, and was his first publication. 

Dean Luckock is a distinguished leader among High- 
Church Theologians, and his authority has given the statement 
such weight that Ritualistic clergymen repeat it in their pulpits 
and writings as if it were a fact beyond contradiction. 

I append the passages in which the so-called prayers for 
the dead are made : — 

a. Sunday morning. — " Show mercy O Lord to my rela- 
tions and enemies, and to all that are in affliction . . . directing 
all their thoughts, words and works to thy glory, that they and 
those that are already dead in the Lord may at length enjoy 
thee in the glories of thy kingdom through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

h, Sunday evening. — " Complete the number of thine 
elect, and hasten thy kingdom : that we and all that wait for thy 
salvation may eternally love and praise thee." 

c, Monday morning. — " Grant that we mOi those who are 
already dead in thy faith and fear may together partake of a 
joyful resurrection." 
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d, Monday evening. — " And at length bring them and us, 
vnih those that already rest from their labours, into the joy of 
our Lord.'' 

e, Tuesday morning. — "That we all, together with those 
that now sleep in thee, may awake to life everlasting." 

/. Tuesday evening. — " Grant that we and all the members 
of thy Holy Church may find mercy in the dreadful day of 
judgment, through the mediation and satisfaction of thy Blessed 
Son, Jesus Christ." 

g, Thursday morning. — "That we together with all those 
who are gone before us in thy faith and fear may find a merciful 
acceptance in the last day.** 

A. Thursday evening. — Grant us all together wUh thy whole 
church an entrance into thine everlasting kingdom." 

t. Friday morning. — " Bring us, with all those that have 
pleased thee from the beginning of the world, into the glories 
of thy Son's kingdom." 

j. Friday evening. — " Bring us, vnih those that are dead in 
thee, to rejoice before thee through the merit of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

k, Saturday morning. — " Accomplish the number of thine 
elect, and hasten thy kingdom; that we with all thy whole 
church may have our perfect consummation and bliss." 

Upon these quotations I remarked — 

1. That they are all that a minute examination revealed. 
With this, Dean Luckock agreed. 

2. That these prayers were printed five years before 
Wesley's conversion, and that in his later compilations of 
"Prayers for the use of families and children" even these 
expressions do not occur. 

3. That wherever the dead are referred to or implied in 
them, it is the faithful dead — those that sleep in Jesus. With 
both of these conclusions the Dean also agreed. 

4. That these expressions are all variants upon the well- 
known passage in the Burial Service where we pray, " We bless 
thy holy name for all thy servants departed .... hasten thy 
kingdom that we with [not *and'] all those that are departed in 
the true faith of thy holy name may have our perfect consum- 
mation and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy everlasting 
glory." 

From this view the Dean partially dissented. I found that 
he read an intense theological significance into the copulative 
*and.' He argued therefore that to use *and ' instead of 'with' 

124 



Proceedings. 

implied that we ask certain things for ourselves and the sainted 
dead. * With * alone would imply that we ask to enjoy certain 
blessings with them. It was then pointed out by me that if 
Wesley held this theological meaning and wished to mark it by 
the word * and ' instead of * with,' it was singular that he used 
the word * and ' three times only and * with ' eight times : and 
that as two of the prayers containing * and ' [see h and /] might 
be fairly disputed as referring to the dead at all, the final 
analysis of variation is brought down to one *and' against 
eight * withs * — not a very stable ground upon which to build a 
historico-theological theory. 

The link of connection between heaven and earth was very 
real to Wesley, and was often referred to in sermon and hymn. 
But it is interesting to find, in a sermon preached by him from 
the pulpit of St. Mary's, Oxford, at the very period (1735) when 
he wrote these so-called "prayers for the dead," a passage 
which expresses his conviction of their present perfect felicity. 
"In the moment wherein they shake off the flesh, they are 
delivered not only from the troubling of the wicked, not only 
from pain and sickness, from folly and infirmity, but also from 
all sin. A deliverance this, in sight of which all the rest vanish 
away. This is the triumphal song which everyone heareth 
when he enters the gates of paradise: — * Thou, being dead, 
sinnest no more. Sin hath no more dominion over thee.' . . . 
The blood of the Lamb hath healed all their sicknesses, hath 
washed them throughly from their wickedness and cleansed 
them from their sin. They are at length made whole ; they 
are restored to perfect soundness. ... I hear a voice from 
heaven saying * Come away, and rest from thy labours. Thy 
warfare is accomplished, thy sin is pardoned, and the days of thy 
mourning are ended' " — Works vii. 371. 

If this be the state of the sainted dead, can it be possibly 
improved by our prayers? If not to be improved, what 
motive remains for such prayer ? 

E. THEODORE CARRIER. 
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Notes and Queries. 



41. Early Licenses to Preach. — ^The writer of this note 
asks the friendly aid of the members of the Historical 
Society in making a collection of licenses, obtained from 
Consistory courts and authorizing public worship in the 
houses of some of the early Methodists. Such a collection 
would be an interesting reminder of the days of persecu- 
tion, when such licenses were needed to secure immunity 
from interruption and violence ; it would bear witness to 
the wonderful progress of Methodism by recalling the 
period when our chapels were few and far between ; it 
would furnish many a replica of the scenes depicted by 
the apostle "in few words" in Rom. xvi. 14, 15 ; it would 
revive the memory of men of influence and bravery who 
at the judgment day will stand side by side with Jason and 
Justus, men who not only opened their doors to the sect 
everywhere spoken against, but kept open house " after a 
godly sort " for all who went forth " for His name's sake." 
Such licenses are still among the treasures of old Methodist 
families ; but as all such things are apt to disappear, no 
time should be lost in obtaining copies, and printing them 
in the order of locality in the annals of the Wesley 
Historical Society. As the beginning of such a collection 
the writer begs, without vanity, to forward a copy of the 
document obtained by his great-grandfather. 

" These are to certify to whom it may concern That the 
House of Joseph WofFenden of Upperbridge in the parish 
of Almondbury in the County and Diocese of York was 
this day registered in the Consistory Court of his Grace 
the Lord Archbishop of York as a place of public worship 
of Almighty God for Protestant Dissenters. Witness my 
hand The Sixteenth day of June in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty. Fra: Wright, 
Deputy Register (sic)" — Bev, R, Butterworth, 
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42. In searching for materials for a history of Methodism in 
Bath, I have found, amongst other things, manuscript 
books containing the complete accounts of the King Street 
Chapel Trust, from the opening of the chapel by John 
Wesley in 178 1. It appears that the earlier trustees, in 
Wesley's time, called themselves "proprietors" of the 
chapel, and each one held a ;^ioo share in it. At the 
death of one the share and interest in the " profits and 
emoluments " of the said chapel had to be transferred by a 
legal deed to a new trustee. Sometimes a proprietor 
disposed of his hundred pound share at a discount, in one 
case being satisfied with ^90 in cash. The proprietors 
were accustomed to hold an annual dinner at the Christopher 
Inn in High Street, to settle the accounts ; and the cost, 
amounting sometimes to j£$ or ;^4, was debited to the 
Trust Account. This was in Wesley's time : and although 
he was one of the proprietors and drew his £5 interest or 
dividend year by year, I find he was never present to share 
these festivities at the Christopher. Are there any other 
cases known of a chapel held on such a trust ? — Mr, G. B, 
Caple, 

43. Mr. T. G. Jackson, R.A., the architect, who has recently 
carried out considerable work at St. Mary's Church, Oxforc^ 
gives some interesting particulars about the pulpit of the 
University Church. In the Parish Accounts for 1492 a 
carpenter and his man were paid tenpence for two days' 
work " about taking down of the pulpit and the silver over 
St. Catherine's altar and to cross board the door." In 
1508 a fine stone pulpit was erected which cost ;£20. 
This pulpit, from which Dr. Cole, the Provost of Eton, 
announced to Cranmer that he was to be burned at the 
stake despite his recantation, remained till the time of the 
Commonwealth. When Dr. Owen was Vice-Chancellor 
about 1654, this pulpit was taken away and a framed 
pulpit of wood set on its pedestal. Dr. Bathurst entirely 
removed the stone pedestal and Dr. Owen's wooden pulpit 
in 1675 or 1676, and his refitting of the church lasted till 
1827, when it was repewed. For a hundred and fifty years 
there seems to have been no fixed pulpit but a very plain 
moveable wooden one, which usually stood in the centre of 
the nave. From this pulpit, which has now disappeared, 
John and Charles Wesley preached their University 
Sermons. — Bev, John Telford, 
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44. John Lackington's Trade Tokens. — While resident in 
the Bahamas, where everything in the shape of a copper 
coin passes current and is used for the purposes of trade, 
I became possessed of no less than three " trade tokens " 
of the once notorious John Lackington, whose relations 
with Methodism form such a remarkable episode in the 
history of our Church. With the events of this man's life, 
who from a penniless condition was enabled by means of 
Wesley's lending fund to establish a large and flourishing 
business as a bookseller, the members of this Society are 
familiar. In the " tokens" to which I refer some parts of his 
history may be easily read. In size they are about the 
same as our own halfpenny. The first specimen has on one 
side the date 1794 with the name and full-face portrait 
of Lackington, while on the other there is the figure of an 
angel sounding a trumpet, and holding a wreath in the left 
hand, with the inscription running round — " Halfpenny of 
J. Lackington & Co. Cheapest Booksellers in the World." 
In the second specimen Lackington is ornamented with a 
pig-tail, and is looking to the right. The date on this is 
1795, ^^^ " Finsbury Square" is added below the figures. 
In this specimen the figure of the angel is somewhat 
larger, and the inscription is altered to "Halfpenny of 
Lackington, Allen & Co. Cheapest booksellers in the 
World." Both these specimens are excellently preserved, 
but the third, which is a duplicate of the first, has become 
rather worn. — Bev, Fred C. Wright, 

45. The house in which Lackington lived, adjoining the 
Wesleyan Chapel (called The Temple), Budleigh Salterton, 
South Devon, has recently come into the possession of 
Methodism by purchase, and is now vested in trustees. 
" The Temple " was Lackington's gift to Methodism. — Rev, 
M. Riggall, 
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PrOCRE DINGS. 



AVethodist Class Tickets. 



One of the earliest customs of the people called Methodists — 
which has continued down to the present — is that of the quarterly 
visitation of the classes by the minister, at which a Ticket is 
given to each fully accredited member of Society. 

There is some obscurity resting upon the origin of this 
custom. It is generally believed that Wesley did not give tickets 
before 1742, but it has often occurred to me to ask if tickets 
were ever given by any religious communities other . than the 
Methodists, e.g. the Moravians, Dr. Horneck's or Dr. Woodward's 
Societies.* Dr. Smith, in his History of Methodism (Vol. i. p. 321), 
thinks it very probable they were. In a plate of engraved 
specimens on p. 322 he reproduces one in facsimile, with the 
following inscription, "John George, Sep. 4, 39, J.R." It has 
been suggested that the figures " 39 " may refer to the number 
of the member, as the name stood upon the register, for on some 
•of the engraved specimens there is provision for the number, 
thus, "Nr", "No"; and it is known that Wesley did number 
many of the Societies. " In the year 1 745 he carefully examined 
the Society in London, one by one, and wrote a list of the whole 
with his own hand, numbered from i to 2008 " (Stevens, HtsUn^y 
of Methodism^ London Ed., p. 106, note), and there certainly is a 
number on some of the early tickets. But the close proximity of 
the figures " 39 " with the day of the month *^ Sep. 4" seems to be 
fatal to this theory.! 

Mr. Wesley's own account of the origin of the custom is given 
in a letter entitled "A Plain Account of the People called 
Methodists," written to Mr. Perronet, vicar of Shoreham, Kent, 
1748. After describing the origin of Methodism, which was 

*For an account of these religious Societies see Meth, Mag, 1837, p. 347, 
and 1845, p. 1073. There is no reference to tickets in the rules or ** Orders " 
of these Societies ; see An Account of the Rise and Progress of the Religious 
Societies y in the City of London dr*c., by Josiah Woodward, D.D., 17 12. 

t In the book entitled The Progress of Methodism in Bristol : or Tlu 
Methodist Unmasked, the preface to which is dated Jan. 26, 1742-3, the 
following lines occur : — 

But such as Tickets had from John 

With this Device upon the same 
The Number, and the Bearer's Name. 
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established in 1739, he goes on to say that "after a while some 
grew faint and fell back," this necessitated more careful oversight 
and suggested the custom of " Catechumen " Classes,, or classes 
of instruction in the Christian religion, " which were met apart 
from the congregation." But this did not accomplish all that was 
desired; some still " grew cold," and these exposed the brethren 
to reproach. He says, " We groaned under these inconveniences 
long before a remedy could be found, the people were scattered so 
wide in all parts of the town, from Wapping to Westminster, that 
I could not easily see what the behaviour of each person in his 
own neighbourhood was, so that several disorderly walkers did 
much hurt before I was apprised of it. At length while we were 
thinking of quite another thing, we struck upon a method for 
which we have cause to bless God ever since. I was talking with 
several of the Society in Bristol concerning the means of paying 
the debts there, when one stood up and said * Let every member 
of the Society give a penny a week till all are paid,' another 
answered * But many of them are poor and cannot afford to do it.' 
' Then,' said he, * put eleven of the poorest Mrith me : and if they 
can give anything, well. I will call on them weekly, and if they 
can give nothing, I will give for them as well as myself. And each 
of you call on eleven of your neighbours weekly to receive what 
they giv^, and make up what is wanting.' " The date of this con- 
versation was Feb. 15th, 1742 (see Joumai). "After a while," 
continues Wesley, ** some of these informed me they found such 
and such an one did not live as he ought. It struck me imme- 
diately, * This is the thing, the very thing we have wanted so long.* 
I called together all the leaders of the classes (so we used to term 
them and their companies), and desired that each would make a 
particular enquiry into the behaviour of those whom he saw 
weekly. Tbey did so. Many disorderly walkers were detected. 
Some turned from their evil ways. Some were put from us. 
Many saw it with fear, and rejoiced unto God with reverence. As 
soon as possible, the same method was used in London and other 
places." 

This going round to the members was found to be inconven- 
ient for several reasons ; so each class or company was met 
together at one time and place. Wesley goes on : " As the 
Society increased I found it required still greater care to separate 
the precious from the vile. In order to do this, I determined, at 
least once in three monthsy to talk with every member myself, and 
to enquire at their own mouths, as well as of their leader and 
neighbours, whether they grew in grace and in the knowledge of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ. At these seasons I likewise particularly 
enquired whether there be any misunderstanding or difference 
among them : that every hindrance of peace and brotherly love 
may be taken out of the way. To each of those whose seriousness 
and good conversation I found no reason to doubt, I gave a 
testimony under my ovm hand, by writing their name on a ticket 
prepared for that purpose : every ticket implying as strong a recom- 
mendation of the person to whom it is given, as if I had wrote at 
length *I believe the bearer hereof to be one that fears God, and 
works righteousness.' Those who bore these tickets .... 
wherever they came, were acknowledged by their brethren and 
received with all cheerfulness. These were likewise of use in other 
respects. By these it was easily distinguished when the Society 
met apart, who were members of it, and who not. These also 
supplied us with a quiet and inoffensive method of removing any 
disorderly member. He has no new ticket at the quarterly visita- 
tion, or as often as the tickets are changed, and hereby it is 
immediately known that he is no longer of the community." 

Thus we see that Wesley in issuing the quarterly ticket had in 
his mind the apostolic custom of " commendatory letters." The 
early specimens were very diverse in shape, size, and design. 
A certain amount of art and symbolism entered into the design ; 
some were engraved on wood, some on copperplate, bearing a 
symbolical emblem sometimes with, sometimes without a text of 
Scripture. One would have an anchor and a crown, another an 
angel flying on the clouds of heaven with a trumpet to its mouth 
and another in its hand, another an open bible bearing the text, 
" Blessed is the man that endureth temptation," surmounted with a 
crown to suggest the ** crown of life ; " another a pointed text in 
an ornamental frame, another pourtraying the Saviour washing a 
disciple's feet, another exhibiting our Lord's crucifixion,* another 

*This iUustration probably gave offence to some, and was certainly misin- 
terpreted by others. As early as 1744 an offensive pamphlet was published 
under the pseudonym of Eusebius, and entitled : A Fine Picture of Enthusiasm 
by Dr. John Scotty Formerly Rector of St, Giles^ s-in4he- Fields ^ wherein the 
Danger of the passions leading in Religion is strongly described : To which is 
addedy An Application of the subject to the tnodem Methodists^ exposing the 
principles and practices of all such: (London, 1744, 8vo., pp. 40). In this 
pamphlet occurs the following sentence ; — " And lest men should not be 
enough affected with the name and sufferings of Jesus, one of these artful 
teachers has ordered the tickets for his people to be impressed with the cruci- 
fix \ and this, with their confessions and other customs, intimates a manifest 
fondness for the orthodox institutions of the Church of Rome," See Tyerman, 
Life of Wesley y i. 428. 
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His coming again ; others were severely plain containing a 
a simple text in a neat border, with a consecutive letter of the 
alphabet, others with just the word " Society ; " others, the Sun of 
Righteousness shining on a phoenix rising out of fire. Some have 
a dove encircled with glory, and others have no engraving what- 
ever ; others have a lamb carrying a flag, and others a tree with a 
broken stem, Jehovah as a sun shining on it, and at its foot two 
men, one planting a new cutting, and the other watering one 
already planted ; others represent the Christian kneeling before an 
altar, inscribed with the words " Pray and faint not ; " another the 
image of "Time*' hurrying along with a scroll in his hand, in- 
scribed with "Now is the accepted time." The same design was 
used more than once at intervals. Some were printed Mrith black 
ink, some with red, and some with blue. 

Tyerman in his Life of Wesley ^ ii. 188-9, describes a specimen 
of one which he says is " without a fellow." The original was 
given by John Hampson, senior, to Ottiwell Higginbotham, " a 
man of considerable property, who lived at Marple, near Stock- 
port," and was intended to serve for four quarters. It was quite 
plain, except for a border outside, with the text at the top, and four 
lines beneath for the name of the member. The first line bore 
at the beginning the date " March 25, 1754," the second line 
June 25, the third Sep. 29. the fourth Dec 25. The member was 
required to bring it each quarter to have his name inscribed. 
Tyerman is wrong in saying this " is without a fellow," because in 
Smith's specimens there is another for the year 1755. Moreover 
Tyerman's specimen was not the only ticket issued for 1754, as 
Smith gives one for Jan. 9, 1754, with quite a different design — an 
ornamental shield-like device with the words " Watch and Pray " 
in the centre. There are instances of diversity of design even for 
the same quarter, e.g. June 1765, and others. This great diversity 
in the early specimens is largely accounted for by the fact that they 
were printed and issued in three towns. 

After the Conference of 1765 diversity gives place to greater 
uniformity : " Let there be one ticket everywhere, and the form 
sent direct from London, and so in every succeeding quarter " — 
Myles, Chron, Hist, p. 106. At this Conference it was also 
decided to give " Notes of Removal " signed by the Preacher to 
members removing from one place to another. The "form" 
adopted for the tickets was with few exceptions a plain upright 
oblong (2 J ins. by if ins.) with a text of Scripture and a simple 
border, with the letters of the alphabet in succession quarter after 
quarter, also the date. This form was continued with but few 
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changes except variations of the printer as to type and border to 
the year 1822. These variations are frequent, even on tickets 
bearing the same date ; e.g., two tickets for Sept. 181 6, although 
having the same text and consecutive letter, differ in many 
details, — in one case the border is a thick wavy or zigzag line, the 
alphabetic letter leans, the first line of the text has four words, 
" Now the Lord of " : in the other the border is a light open- 
linked chain, the alphabetic letter is up-right, the first line of the 
text has only three words, " Now the Lord." This may imply 
that the printer had not enough uniform borders and capitals to 
fill up the sheet, or for the sake of variety introduced changes of 
no vital importance. Sometimes the border is single, sometimes 
double. Nightingale in his Portraiture of Methodism, ed. 1807, p. 
246, writes, " These tickets are printed at the Conference Office, 
North Green, Worship Street, and are regularly sent to every town 
and village in the United Kingdom which contains a Methodist 
Society." Nightingale's illustrations, as given on p. 246, are only 
ideal suggestions and not actual reproductions of the tickets for 
March, 1807. It may be parenthetically stated that up to thirty 
or forty years ago, the tickets were issued to ministers " in sheets," 
which gave no small trouble in cutting them up into single tickets, 
whose margins and edges were very uneven. 

For three quarters in 1822, viz., March, June, and Sept., there 
was a distinct change introduced, — a larger, and profusely orna- 
mented floral design, horizontal oblong in shape (3^ ins. by 2 Jins.) 
But evidently this innovation did not meet with general approval, 
as in December of that year, the " fancy " border gave way to the 
present neat but inartistic design; the shape, however, has 
continued to the present time. 

In Dec. 1893, the first ticket was issued containing the words 
" Wesleyan Methodist Church," thus dispensing with the old and 
familiar words "Wesleyan Methodist Society, established 1739." 

The Rev. C. H. Kelly owns a very rare metal ticket, or pass, 
bearing the date 1787 in the centre, surrounded by the words 
"Wesleyan Methodist Church." These passes were used for 
admission to the Lord's Supper, possibly in Scotland. It shows 
that our fathers were not so much afraid of the word " Church " 
as some of their followers are. The Rev. R. Green also has one 
or two similar passes. 

The first ticket issued for March, 1895, was rigidly suppressed 
owing to an inappropriate selection of text, and another was issued 
in its stead. It is believed that this is not the only instance of 
the kind. 
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Besides the "Society" ticket there was also the "Band" 
ticket The Band-meeting was copied by Wesley from the 
Moravians (see Wesley's WorhSy loth ed., viii. 365), and had its 
"Rules "drawn up Dec. 25th, 1738, also its "Directions," Dec. 
25th, 1744 {lb, 262-263). Conference Regulations concerning 
bands will be found on p. 295. The origin of the institution 
amongst the Methodists is described on pages 248-9. For the 
sake of those who may not have Wesley's Works to refer to, it may 
be stated briefly that many of the members of the classes which 
were composed of married and single, old and young, desired a 
means of closer communion, they wished to consult one another 
without reserve, particularly with regard to their specific tempta- 
tions and sins ; to this end Wesley divided them into smsdler 
companies, putting the men, married or single, together, and the 
women, married or single, together. For the method of meeting 
these Bands and Classes see Meth, Mag., 1781, 604. The " Band " 
tickets were distinguished from the " Society " tickets in various 
ways, sometimes by the word "Band" alone being printed in 
large capitals across the face of the tickets, sometimes by the word 
" Band " in small capitals beneath the text, principally however by 
a different text of Scripture, a slightly different border, and an italic 
" J," or capital " B " close beside the consecutive alphabetic letter. 
In March, 1857, we find the last of the band tickets with a 
different text, and henceforth the only difference between the two 
kinds was the italic letter " 6," which finally disappeared after 
June, 1880. There are no Bands now. 

In addition to the " Society " and " Band " tickets there were 
also others issued for admission to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. I have seen only two early specimens, both of which 
were issued to Margaret Somerhill or Somerell in 1774 (?). They 
have the letters " IHS " in the centre surrounded by what may be 
termed rays of light. 

These various " tokens " were used by the early Methodists 
for definite purposes. As we have seen, they were used to dis- 
tinguish those who were members of Society from those who were 
not. Up to the year 1765 they were used also as "Notes of 
Removal." They were rigidly required to be seen before admission 
could be obtained to the Love-Feasts, Covenant services, and 
Society meetings. In very old Minute books of Leader's Meetings 
you frequently come across the names of gentlemen who are 
denominated "Ticket Examiners." So great was the desire on 
the part of non-members to gain admission, that members some- 
times lent their tickets to their friends. This breach of the rules 
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called forth the following regulation at the Conference of 1808 : 
"Any person who is proved to have lent a Society Ticket to 
another, not in Society, for the purpose of deceiving the door- 
keepers, shall be suspended for three months " (Warren's Digest, 
p. 9S). They were a certificate not only of good character but 
also of the full rights and privileges of membership in the Society 
of the people called Methodists. It ha^ often been asked, " What 
is the purpose of the large consecutive letter of the alphabet " ? 
The answer is simple. It served as an easy guide to the " Ticket 
Examiners " when admitting persons to the select meetings, and 
showed whether the ticket presented was the one for the current 
quarter or not. In the MetL Mag., 1822, p. 782, in a letter by 
James Wood, the public, especially the Methodist public, were 
warned against the misuse of the ticket, as a means of imposture. 
Having such distinctive uses the tickets were much more highly 
prized than now. Some of the old members amongst us think 
that we are less spiritual to-day because we have given up the 
practice of requiring members to show their tickets at our Love- 
feasts and Society Meetings. They argue that we have lowered 
the tone and standard of our meetings by relaxing our discipline, 
by admitting non-members to our experience meetings, and that 
in consequence there is a restraint put . upon the full and deep 
utterance of the interior life. 

In any case the ticket as such is as precious as ever and ought 
to be carefully treasured and preserved. It is still a token of 
fellowship with, and membership of, a great Christian Church, 
and may become a proof of unbroken association with the people 
of God. If our customs and methods change, the spirit of our fathers 
ought to remain, viz., the spirit of entire consecration to God of 
all that we have and are. 

It may be asked. Seeing there were so many members, how it 
is that the early tickets are so very scarce ? It is very doubtful 
whether there is a complete collection in existence, or whether one 
could now be formed. The only explanations I have met with 
are that many of the early Methodists had them put into the 
coffins of their deceased friends prior to interment, not from any 
notion of superstition, but because they were so closely associated 
with their religious life : and also that though some people pre - 
served their tickets, a great many did not. From their very 
nature they were likely soon to be lost or destroyed. 

FRED. M. PARKINSON. 
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NOTE BY MR. GEORGE STAMPE. 

I have read Mr. Parkinson's able paper on this subject with 
great interest, especially that part of it relating to the genesis and 
development of the idea, say up to the year 1745. The whole 
subject is wrapped in great uncertainty, and we shall probably 
now have no further light upon it. In common with most other 
Methodist usages it grew ; but that the custom prevailed to some 
extent among the Moravians there is little doubt, and from them 
Wesley would derive the idea. 

The giving of money in the Class Meeting began at Bristol 
where, in February 1 742, Captain Foy suggested that every one in 
the Society should give a penny a week to pay off the debt on the 
building. This building was the new room in the Horsefair 
erected by Wesley in 1739, the first Methodist Chapel ever built. 
It was superseded by a larger building, probably on the same site, 
or very near to it, in 1 748. 

Up to, if not after, 1750, space was left on each ticket. 
Society, and Band, for the no. of the member, each large Society 
having its own register or list I have one for June 26th, 1750, the 
date and all but the text. Matt. xxiv. 13, being in Charles Wesley's 
minute handwriting. The word " Band " is here written in full. 
The set for 1753 has no reference after the printed text, and the 
date is at the left hand lower corner, the no. being above. That 
for 1754 has the four quarters printed on a single sheet, with a 
text at the top and spaces for the quarters in which the member's 
name might be written. I have heard of single tickets for this 
year, but they would doubtless be printed at Bristol or Newcastle 
when the supply of the combined ticket had run short. There is 
no evidence that any tickets were printed except in London, 
Bristol, or Newcastle, though the Irish Methodists probably used 
their own particular ticket from the beginning. 

The "picture" tickets were issued at irregular times for 
several years, some being veritable works of art; and the wonder is 
how the cost was met. Besides those named by Mr. Parkinson, 
the one of the Crucifixion, taken from the frontispiece of Wesley's 
Thomas 11, Kempis, considerably reduced in size, is a beautiful 
example. My copy is No. 1548, but has no date. These en- 
graved tickets were given simultaneously with the plain ones, but 
generally, I should say, in London only. 

After 1762 the date was nearly always printed on the ticket, 
greater uniformity being thereby secured. I have one for that 
year with a large capital " S " below the text, shewing it was a 
" Society " and not a ** Band " ticket. It is for various reasons 
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impossible to form a perfect set of tickets, the most complete one 
I have seen being that made by Dr. Adam Clarke, afterwards 
owned and added to by James Everett, but it unfortunately went 
to America. One ticket often served for four or more quarters ; 
and where the supply failed old ones were largely used. At 
this remote distance we have no means of ascertaining the 
order in which they were printed and issued, and the difficulty is 
enhanced by the fact of their being separately printed at, at least, 
three places. For one or more years the same ticket was printed 
in four separate colours, to distinguish the quarters. 

The Band tickets were supplied in the proportion of two to 
ten Society tickets, and this partly accounts for their greater rarity. 
Some of mine have a large " B " below the text, and some, like 
that for Sept. 1760, have the word "bands" printed above the text, 
the date being in the right hand upper corner. From March, 1770, 
downwards mine have all a small " h *' in italics after the consecu- 
tive large letter; and for Sept., 1778, I have two Society tickets 
with totally different texts and letters. Was one issued in 
Ireland ? 

Mr. Parkinson is wrong in stating that the Band ticket 
ceased in June, 1880. I have one with a small "6 "for Sept. 
1880. I should like to ascertain decisively if that was the last. 
They do not know at the Bookroom. 

It would doubtless clear up some uncertainties, if the owners 
of the best collections of tickets could meet, and compare and 
collate their specimens. It would be a fitting and desirable duty 
for the Wesley Historical Society to undertake, say at the London 
Conference of 1899, and I cordially commend it to the considera- 
tion of the Council. 
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How TO Write a Local History 

OF Aethodisa. 



Some years ago was published a capital little book entitled 
How to Write the History of a Parish, No doubt more Local 
Histories of Methodism would be written if the many who 
are interested in the subject knew how to set about it ; therefore a 
few hints may be helpful. 

1. First of all for usefulness stands Wesley's Journals, which 
may be fitly termed the Domesday Book of Methodism. A 
complete and classified Index of places, persons, books and 
miscellaneous items was published by the Rev. J. W. Skewes, M.A., 
in 1872, which is invaluable, and must be scarce, since I have 
never seen any but my own copy. It is much to be desired that 
such of the missing Journals of the Wesleys as are in private 
hands should be put into print ; they would be of great value for 
reference. 

2. Then follows in importance the Arminian and Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine from the beginning in 1778. This is a 
perfect mine of wealth. Would that some enthusiastic and leisured 
students could undertake an Index of this formidable set on the 
lines of Mr. Skewes' painstaking work ! As an example of its 
utility it may be stated that in the issue for 18 14 are memoirs of 
Mr. R. Costardine and Mr. Geo. Houlton, which throw much 
light on the history of early Methodism in Barton and the adjoin- 
ing Brigg Circuits. These volumes may not be inaptly looked 
upon as the public records of Methodism. After this our author 
should have access to sets of other Methodist Periodicals, as the 
Miscdlany and the City Road Magazine^ as well as to those issued 
by the " offshoots " of Methodism. 

3. The files of the Methodist newspapers, beginning with the 
old Watchman, abound in notices of early Methodism in a great 
number of towns and villages, and should be diligently searched. 
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Nor should the MiniUes of Conference^ HalFs Circuits and Ministers, 
and HilPs Alphabetical Arrangement be overlooked. After these 
succeed the numerous memoirs both of ministers and of laymen, 
which often give a clue to the origin and progress of Methodism 
in the various circuits. 

4. Nor should Old Deeds be neglected. For instance, only 
quite recently I had access to the original conveyance, dated 1798, 
of the first building used by the Methodists at Barton-on-Humber, 
which contained the signatures of seventeen persons. It revealed 
the interesting fact that it was signed by William Fowler, the early 
Methodist and antiquary, and by the father of Richard Watson. 

5. References to early Methodism are frequently to be found 
in the numerous Local Topographical books and pamphlets 
relating to the districts they refer to ; and scraps of information 
are not uncommonly to be found in most unlikely books not 
written specially on the subject of Methodism. Old Methodist 
Letters too, old Plans ^, and old Missionary Reports^ are often 
found to contain the material sought after. 

6. There are many collectors of old Methodist literature and 
MSS. who would doubtless be able and willing to give help, if 
such particulars as are wanted were put in a clear and definite form, 
nor should the " old Methodist Standards " be neglected ; often a 
stray bit of useful information, or an important date may be 
obtained from them. 

7. Finally, the material for a local history thus collected 
should be put together in an attractive and interesting form, 
avoiding " the dry as dust " style so characteristic of manv of our 
chroniclers. And it should not be forgotten that accuracy and 
verification of dates are essential. 

H. W. BALL. 



1. On the Plan of the Barton Circuit for 1835 is found the name of the late 

Sir Isaac Pitman (of phonographic fame) as a Local Preacher. He was a 
schoolmaster at Barton at that time. 

2. The first Report including the Barton Circuit, which can be traced, is dated 

181 J, and is interesting as containing the names of the old Methodist 
families 83 years ^o. £ loi is. was raised in this year ; the amount 
was ;f 371 6s. 3d. in 1897. 
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The Correspondence of 
Thoaas Wride. 1785-6. 



Thomas Wride travelled from 1768 to 1807. He was 
thoroughly devoted to what he believed to be his duty, and loyal 
to a fault to Wesley and Methodist rule and usage; but suspicious, 
sarcastic, a reporter of scandal, obstinate, and generally eccentric. 
He travelled in the Norwich Circuit one year, 1785-6. During 
that time two of his colleagues were John M'Kersey (so given in 
HilPs Arrangement ; but usually spelt Muckarsay by Wride) who 
travelled from 1784 until his death in 1800, and James M. Byron 
(sometimes spelt Byrom in Wride's letters) who travelled from 
1785 to 1827 and died in the work. In 1785 the Yarmouth 
Circuit was formed from Norwich, but reunited the following year, 
separated again in 1788, and reunited 1789, yet again finally re- 
formed in 1792. The division of the Circuit displeased many. 
Wride himself, the superintendent, was not generally popular ; a 
dispute waxed fierce about a mural tablet placed in one of the 
chapels contrary to Wesley's wish ; and to crown all Wride waged 
war, by strategy and in open fight, with his two young colleagues 
named above. 

A collection of copies, in Wride's own handwriting, of his 
letters of this period to John Wesley, Dr. Coke, and others exists, 
and is now in the possession of Mr. George Stampe, of Grimsby, 
to whom the writer is greatly indebted for courteous permission to 
use extracts for the purpose of this article. We confine ourselves 
to those portions of the MSS. which relate to the differences 
between Wride and his colleagues, M'Kersey and Byron. All the 
quotations are from letters addressed to Wesley. They will be 
found to cast interesting light upon the customs of Methodism a 
hundred years ago. 

[Peculiarities of punctuation and orthography are as far as 
possible retained]. 
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Long Stratton, Nov. 14th, 1785. 

I received [the letter] containing your intelligence and 
Directions concerning James Byron, who arrived in Norwich 
between Six and Seven on Thursday evening. I should have been 
glad that he could have preached, but he seemed much tired and 
desired to be excused. 

On Friday I had free Conversation with Him, and if I may 
judge by such an Opportunity, He is a man of Fire, and Calcu- 
lated for the outer-court worshipers Chiefley. 

He professed himself ready to follow any Direction that may 
be given him ; but I find that in the little time he has been in 
England he has learned to let the people sing Anthems, Yea, to 
give out the Anthem for them, not knowing that he therein acted 
against any Rule, but as I have told him your Mind, I hope that 
He will fullfill it. 

Long ago I desired Brother Muckarsay to forbear the Singing 
between Prayer and the Text, but he still goes his Own way, his 
avowed reason is that it saves him labour and fills up the time. 
Last Saturday I told him of it in your name ; viz., that " Mr. 
Wesley desires you would sing no more than twice " whether this 
will be regarded or no, Time will prove. From the first I have 
desired Brother Muckarsay to preach at Norwich at five in the 
Morning, But he does not. He says that He Cannot ; He says that 
he can rise soon enough; but He cannot Preach without his 
Breakfast — If I laboured under this Difficulty I really would carry 
my intended Breakfast to bed with me, that I might eat it, when the 
clock struck four. If it be a trouble to preach early, we have not 
much of it, for it is only at Norwich and North Walsam that we 
can get hearers. . . . Believe me Sir, I am willing to follow 
your directions . . . 



Norwich, Dec. 9th, 1785. 
Rev. Sir, 

I was in good hope that my promise of Nov. 14th, would be 
accomplished with ease to myself & Satisfaction to you ; for when 
I left Norwich on Nov. ye 1 2th — I left the Hays in a silent inac- 
tive stupidity, which I hoped would at length ripen into something 
better. And had my brethren acted as they ought, showing any 
due regard to your Directions which I communicated unto both 
of them, I seriously believe things would have been soon settled. 

As Brother Byron was young both in years and experience I 
gave him as full instructions as my oppertunity and ability would 
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admit, and fearing that he might forget ; I gave him written in- 
structions respecting what I would have him do ; I did not doubt 
but that he would, as well as he could fulfill them ; for he so 
promised, as freely as could be desired : But he broke his word 
without delay, for the day following he [began] singing after the 
first prayer and so continued to sing before and after the first 
prayer and after preaching as usual ; although added to the 
advice I gave him He heard me tell Mr. Muckarsay that '* Mr. 
Wesley desires that you will not sing more than twice." 

My wife told Mr. Byron concerning his singing contrary to 
Mr. Wesley's rule, but he said that " They sing very well and I 
could hear them sing ever so long !" So they had the singing 
according to their own will untill Sat. ye 19th of November when 
your letter of the 17th. came to Hand. Mr. Byron was very pressing 
with my wife to open the letter which at last she did, and telling 
what you said He dropped the three times singing and I have not 
heard of his singing more than twice at one Service since. 

[T. W. here lodges complaints against Byron - on other 
grounds and continues] 

Brother Muckarsay was also informed of the contents of your 
Letter, yet how has he regarded it ? Why he did not give out for 
them as usual, but as soon as the First prayer was ended, out 
burst our Singers with what they pleased, and Bro. Muckarsay 
stood listening unto them until they pleased to stop. My wife 
spoke to Mr. Muckarsay about going contrary to Mr. Wesley, but 
he replied " It is not worth making of words about." So they 
went on as before untill I came into Norwich on Saty. last when I 
spoke to John Muckarsay : — at first he evaded, and said it was not 
his doing. " They began singing without me." I told him that he 
ought to stop them, but he said he did not think it right to call 
out in the Chapel but I tould him that he ought to have done it, 
for I had to do it at my first comeing ; — At last it came out nakedly 
thus ; They asked me to let them " sing a few verses before the 
Text, and I told them I could not," But they asked him, if they 
did " begin, would you not call out to us ? And I told them that 
I did not think it proper to call out to them in the Ch.'* 

Now Sir, without any Comment; let any one Judge how 
much he has acted like one that has any desire to be directed by 
you. 

[T. W. continues his indictment of J. M. on account of his 
not having met the Select Bands, the children, and his objecting 
to early morning preaching, and also brings charges against the 
Heys, who were members of the unmanageable choir.] 
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But I may thank Mr. Byron and Mr. Muckarsay for so far 
encouraging them by their submission ; for else I believe the war 
would have been ended without another Battle; yea, without 
another Blow. 

If Sir, you can but make my fellow-labourers Know and Do 
their proper Work ; I do not fear my Opposers : You may recol- 
lect that you sent me from Howorth to Wt. Haven on purpose to 
work with a People full as Obstinate although not quite so stupid 
as Norwich : The end was to your Wish, and Sir if you can either 
Mend or Change my Companions, I do not despair of Success 
in Norwich. . . . 

In proper place I forgot to say, The argument for singing 
three times now is ; That " most of the Great Preachers Sing three 
times; Mr. Atlay and Mr. Rhodes do it at London; and Mr. 
Rhodes did it in Norwich, when he was here with Mr. Wesley." 

You may remember what past at Norwich ; when at tea with 
James Hey. It was proposed to sing a few verses in the Tune 
which Mr. Rhodes had taught them, then they got close together 
in order to give the tune the advantage of their united voices, but 
then it was said that none of our Measures would do for the tune 
without a good deal of Repetition. You reply ed " Then you are 
fast before you begin " but yet the tune was sung to words 
composed by somebody ; This has been sung since in the Chappie; 
And how much I am obliged to Mr. Rhodes for his Labour in 
teaching them, and to my Fellow Labourers for encouraging them, 
I need not say 



Mr. Wesley responded to this appeal of the Superintendent 
by writing a peremptory note to the young preachers. The copy 
of Mr. Wesley's note, in Wride's own handwriting, has recently 
come into my possession. The following is an exact copy : — 

London, Dec. 14, 1785. 

To C. Muckersey 
& Byron. 

If you do not chuse to obey me, you need not : I will let you 
go when you please & send other Preachers in your place. If you 
do chuse to stay with me, never sing more than twice ; Once 
before & once after Sermon. 

I have given Mr. Wride Directions concerning ye Singers, 
Pray assist Him, in seeing these Directions observed. You are 
young ; I am in pain for you. Follow his advice He is older & 
wiser than you. You would do well to meet ye Children & the 
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Select Society, tho it be a cross. I will thank you, if you will do 
all you can to strengthen Mr. Wride's hands. Beware of Strengthen- 
ing any party against him. Let you three be one ! Nothing will 
give greater satisfaction than this to 

Your Affectionate Brother, 
J. WESLEY. 



There are several subsequent references to the matters in 
dispute in Wride's correspondence ; but one further quotation will 
suffice. 

Norwich, Dec. 30, 1785. 

... I say to you Sir, what I would say to very few, I have 
undergone more pain of mind within this Ten days on account of 
the Circuit in general but of Norwich in particular ; than ever I 
felt in Ten Years about the Salvation of my own Soul ... If the 
person who succeeds me be not particularly fitted he will have an 
uneasy time of it. He should know the Methodist Tunes & be 
resolved to Sing them only ... It would be well that he should 
know a little of Musick or else their little knowledge will give them 
great advantage over him. . . At this time a Man is wanted for 
Norwich who has in him the Lion, the Lamb, the Dove, the 
Serpent and the Ox . . . It seems as if the Devil had a special 
leave of Norwich at this time ... I think if my Fellow- 
Labourers had been faithfull, our war would have been [at] an 
End in a few days after you was with us ; but Brother Muckarsay 
keeping to his three times singing set them upon their high Horse, 
and they thought to trample me do^vn. Since your letter to B. 
Muckarsay & Byron the three times singing is over. But, it has 
made the Heys outragious with me. Brother Byron says he has 
not given out more than twice at one Service, since he knew yt it 
was disagreeable unto you : But that once since ; the Heys burst 
out with what they pleased without him, but to prevent them for 
the future. He Prays hejore the Singing. Brother Muckarsay has 
met the Select Society and the Children once ; I hope that he 
will continue .... 

In this unpleasant quarrel there was evidently fault on both 
sides, but it was inevitable from the disposition and methods of 
eccentric Thomas Wride, which the entire correspondence reveals, 
that he should be constantly familiar with strife. He must have 
been to Wesley as a thorn in the flesh, or a particle of grit in the 
eye. 
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Notwithstanding the desire of Wesley and many of the earlier 
preachers, the practice of singing more elaborate music, and more 
frequently than twice in the services, gradually became general, 
whilst select bands and early morning preaching fell into 
desuetude. During the transition stage fierce disputes arose 
between the adherents of the old and the new schools. In the 
case at Norwich, indeed, the conflict became so sharp that Wride 
was locked out of the chapel by the infuriate singers and others, 
and had perforce to preach in the street. 

But whoever should suppose that such transitional disturb- 
ances seriously affected the real character and value of Methodism, 
would make the same mistake as one who supposed that surface 
scratches upon silver appreciably affected the intrinsic quality 
and value of the metal. These particular scratches have long ago 
been obliterated by the wear of time, and it may not unreasonably 
be expected that others will make their appearance from age to 
age. The Church is of human, as well as Divine, origin and 
perpetuation, and must in all ages bear traces of the fallibility, 
folly, and weakness of men. They are however very superficial 
observers who fasten exclusive attention upon transient blemishes, 
and quite untrustworthy critics who make these the standard of 
their estimate. 

JAMES REDFEARN. 



146 



Wesley Historical Society. 



SoAE Wesleyan Treasures. 



When attending Committees in London a short time ago, I 
had the pleasure of spending parts of two days, with my friend, 
the Rev. George Fletcher, at the Richmond College. I gladly 
embraced the opportunity thus afforded me of examining the 
College Library, especially one portion which I knew to be of 
great interest to all seekers after the relics of the Wesley publica- 
tions. I was not prepared to find quite so rich a treasure as that 
which gladdened my eyes during the all-too-brief time at my dis- 
posal I am pleased to record the following —only a part of what 
I saw — for the guidance of future searchers and for the gratifica- 
tion of the members of our Society. The portions of the library 
that most interested me were the remnants of the private libraries 
of John and Charles Wesley and John Fletcher. They appear to 
have formed part of a library at City-Road for the use of preachers 
in the early part of this century. 

1. There are many books from each of these three libraries. 

2. Books by John and Charles Wesley belonging to John 
Fletcher ; and Wesley's copies of Fletcher's Works, some of them 
presentation copies. 

3. Many copies of Wesley's own books with his MS. correc- 
tions and annotations. 

4. His own copy of Theron and Aspasio, and many others. 

5. His copy of his Short AccowrU of the Life and Death of 
Fletcher, with a chapter at the end in manuscript. 

6. Many volumes of Hymns and Hymn-tracts by Charles 
Wesley, with John's notes and corrections. 

7. John Wesley's German Bible and German Psalm-Book 
with Tunes. 

8. His well-thumbed copy of the Book of Common Prayer. 

9. The Hemhuth Hymn Book of 1738. 

10. Augustme's Confessions in Latin. Small: prepared for the 
press, probably for Kingswood School. In it is written " J. W. 
1750. A sinner bom to die." 
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11. Many books belonging to Mrs. Charles Wesley and 
Miss Wesley. 

12. The Arminiom Magazine (imperfect, I think) with Wesley's 
corrections. 

13. Mrs. Charles Wesley's copy of the Magazine, the gift of 
Mr. James Renton. 

14. Many books with Wesley's writing in them. 

15. Many books given by Charles Wesley to his son Charles, 
with both signatures in some. 

16. A book with Henry Brooke's signature. 

17. The Christian Library : several signatures, "J. W.," and 
dates 1752, &c., and the words, "A sinner born to die," or other 
words. The 50 vols, have Wesley's corrections in them. I had 
not time to notice to what extent the corrections are carried. 

18. Hymns and Soared Foenis (ist ed. 1742), 3rd ed. 1756. 
From this I copied these corrections : — 

p. 16, V. 9, 1. 8. "And Hemhuth is the fav'rite Name."' A note 

appended reads " It toas ! But how is ye fine 

gold become dim ! " 
p. 120, V. 4, 1. 4. " And strengthens my weakness, and bids me 

believe ;" altered to, "And strengthened," " and 

bid." 
p. 191, v. 2. Fain I would to Thee be brought, 

Gracious God, forbid it not. 

Give me, gracious God, a place 

In the kingdom of thy grace. 
Originally " dearest " was read for "gracious." 
p. 191, V. 7. Hide me, from all evil hide, 

Anger, stubbornness and pride. 
The original reading was " self and " for " anger." 

19. In several of Fletcher's books the figure of a hand was 
drawn in the margin. 

20. With the above I saw also 12 vols. 4to., being Wesley's 
JourncUs, interleaved, and having many annotations by the late 
Rev. Samuel Romilly HalL 

The treasures deserve a much more careful examination than 
I was able to give them. In the general library I found what I 
had no expectation of ever seeing, an almost entire set of the Irish 
(penny) Minutes, in two small volumes. I doubt if there is another 
set in existence. 

R. GREEN. 
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Notes and Queries. 



46. " An ImportarU Review of the Life and Writings^ puhlie and 
private character, of the late Rev. Mr. John Wesley, interspersed 
tmth a variety of curious, entertaining and atUhentic Anecdotes. 
To which wiU be added a copy of his Last WUl and Testament, 
with Strictures and Remarks. In two parts. Part I. Written 
and Collected by his nephew, John Annesley Colet" 
London: Printed for the author and sold by C. Foster, 
No. 41, in the Poultry &c. &c. &c. 1791. 8vo. pp. viii. 37. 

Was the second part of the above published ? If so, has 
any member a copy, or can he procure me a sight of one? — 
Reo, R. Green. 

47. I have recently purchased a copy of Tyerman's Life of 
Wesley (6th Edition, 1890). I notice a continuance of 
the mis-statement which reads thus (vol. i. 560) : " Wesley 
also gave the Irish Metnodists a hymn-book of 336 pages, 
entitled * Hymns and Sacred Poems,' (Dublin : printed in 
the year 1747)." My late friend, Mr. James Stelfox, 
showed that this was an error. He examined the volume 
that Mr. Tyerman had before him, when he wrote the 
above-quoted words, and sent a full account of what he 
found to the Methodist Recorder, April 10, 1873. Mr. 
Tyerman expressed his regrets at his mistake, but appears 
to have made no correction. Is it not time that a correc- 
tion should be made ?— Mr. Francis M. Jackson. 

48. The Leeds Methodist Controversy, 1827-&C. — I have 
the following pamphlets which refer to this controversy, and 
I should be glad to hear that there are others relating to it. 

1. A Letter to the Ed. of the Leeds Mercury on the 
present unhappy Dissensions of the Methodists in 
Leeds, by Isaac Keeling. 1827. Printed for H. Spink, 
37, Briggate, by H. Cullingworth. 

2. A Statement of Facts .... in opposition to the 
Introduction of an organ into Brunswick Chapel . . . 
by John Barr. Printed by John Barr. Dated, Oct 
6th, 1827. 48pp. 
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3. Reply to the above by Isaac Keeling; published by 
H. Spink. Dated, Oct. 19th, 1827. 28pp. 

4. Letter to Isaac Keeling in reply to his letter to the 
Leeds Mercury by a Member of the Meth. New Con- 
nexion : Oct. 13th, 1827. 

5. Letter i. To Mr. T. A of K . Leeds, Oct. 

22nd, 1827. 8pp. 

6. Vindication of the Statement of Facts, being remarks 
on three pamphlets published by the Rev. Isaac 
Keeling, and the Rev. Thos. Galland: by John Barr. 
1827. 51pp. . 

7. Appeal to the Wes. Meth. Societies in Great Britain : 
signed by J. Sigston, J. Mallinson, M. Johnson, and 
Jos. Hodgson; Dec. 1827. 

8. Letter to the "Churchman" by a Church-Methodist. 
Leeds : printed by T. Inchbold. 1827. i6pp. 

9. Report of the Leeds Special District Meeting, held 
Dec. 4th, 1827 : containing the Resolutions, &c., and 
an appendix. 1827. 19pp. 

10. Address to the Methodists of Leeds delivered on 
Sunday, Dec. 9th, 1827, by Rev. John Stephens, 
president : Cullingworth. 1827. 24pp. 

11. Leeds-East Circuit. Letter by Messrs. Turton, Holling- 
worth, and Keeling. Leeds : May, 1828. 

1 2. Letter to Rev. John Gaulter on the late Occurrences at 
Leeds, by Robert Eckett. July 26th, 1828. 

13. Reply to various false statements in two letters published 
by two Methodist preachers in Leeds on the Disputes, 
by the Nonconforming Methodists. Leeds: printed by 
Barr, and signed by M. Johnson, W. Rinder, J. Hodgson. 
June 2ist, 1828. 

14. Remarks on the Resolutions of the Conferences of 
1828 and 1829, relative to the dissensions in the 
Society at Leeds. London : Westley and Davis, 1829. 

15. Conduct of Protestant Methodists in leaving the Old 
Connexion in a Second Letter by Daniel Isaac. Leeds : 
Spink, 1830. 

16. Protestant Methodism at Leeds, being a statement 
of the proceedings that have taken place in that 
Connexion, &c. Leeds : printed and published by G. 
Crawshaw, 1832. 

No 5. of above was no doubt written by the Rev. Thos. 
Galland, M.A., and a second letter was promised in it for Nov. 
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7th. It had 37pp., but I have not seen a copy. Does any 
member know of one ? I shall also be glad to hear what other 
pamphlets were called forth by this unhappy dissension. 

Is there anything published on the " Protestant Methodists" 
as they are called in several of these pamphlets ? — Bev. E, Martin, 

49. Can anyone prove who wrote " Methodism and the Church 
of England, a Comparison. By a Layman. London and 
Sydney : Griffith, Farran, Okeden, and Welsh. 189 1." Cr. 
8vo. : pp. viii. 184 ? The author professes to have been very 
intimately acquainted with Methodism. — Bev. B, WaddyMoss, 

50. The Dispersion of Mr. R. H. Love's Collection or 
Wesleyan Hymn Books. — Many incorrect statements have 
been made respecting the disposal of the late Mr. Love's 
collection of Hymn-books. I recently ascertained the real 
facts. 

1. The sale took place on Nov. 21, 1889, at Messrs. 
Sotheby's Rooms. 

2. The Charlestown Hymn Book was bought by a " Mr. 
James" for ;;^2o 10 o, with two copies of the re-print 
included. It was lot 523. Neither the purchaser nor 
the book has been heard of since the sale. It is sup- 
posed that the book went to America. 

3. When Mr. W. T. Brooke owned this precious and unique 
volume he lent it to the Rev. R. Green, that it might be 
re-printed by the Methodist Book-room. It was after- 
wards purchased by Mr. R. H. Love for jQ^. For 
some reason Mr. Love was not satisfied with the re- 
print, and Mr. A. N. Love (now living) made his father 
a transcript. I have this transcript. This book does 
not resemble the 1738 or 1741 publication in contents. 

4. Wesley's Psalms arid Hymns, i74i> first edition, with 
some items in Charles Wesley's own writing, sold for 
j^i 15. o. Mr. Wright, of Wolverhampton, possesses 
this volume. 

5. Mr. Love's beautiful collection of Hymn-books, published 
by J. and C. Wesley, in 24 volumes richly bound, was 
offered for sale; ;^23 were bidden for it, but a reserve 
of ;^25 was put upon it, and the books remained in the 
possession of the family. I have since purchased them, 
and added to them all that were necessary to make a 
complete set, excepting the 1737 and 1738 books; only 
one copy of the former and two of the latter are known. 
— Mr. B. Thursfield Smith. 
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51. Miss Jane Hilton joined the Methodist Society in 1764, 
married Mr. William Barton, of Beverley, in 1769, and died 
in 1825. Can any one send any particulars of this lady, her 
family, or the correspondence that passed between herself 
and the Rev. John Wesley, or indicate the sources of informa- 
tion ? — Re/v, James Redfeam^ Oakfield, SUsden^ KeiglUey. 

52. Can any member tell me where a copy of Winter's pamphlet 
on Toplady can be procured ? — Rev. H, Gh^een. 

53. Is anything known of a pamphlet of twenty-three pages on 
Letters thai passed between the Rer, John Wesley and Mr, John 
Atlay : London : printed and sold by Matthews, the Strand, 
&c. — Rev. E. Martin, 

54. What did John Wesley write in poetry, hymns, &c., after the 
field preaching began ? Could we get any actual piece of 
verse written by him ? So far from agreeing with Dr. 
Osborn that J. Wesley wrote more than was thought, I think 
he wrote less, and cannot catch him writing a verse. — 
Rev, J. Telford, 

Why does Mr. Telford think that John Wesley wrote less 
than is generally thought? In the Hymn-book only 235, 
236, 237, are ascribed to him (except the translations). Are 
there any distinguishing features in these hymns which may 
guide us in determining, from internal evidence whether 
any, and which, of those marked " W " are by John Wesley ? 
— Rev, R. Green, 

55. Answer to Query No. 5. — Mr. Martin will find an answer 
to his query in the Methodist Magazine for 1779, page 253. 
It occurs in one of several " Extracts from Letters wrote by 
the Rev. Mr. Wesley to a Member of his Society." The 
letter is dated, August 12, 1769; and the exact reading of 
the verse, and the circumstances under which it was sung 
as there recorded, are as follow : — " I believe we had the 
answer to many prayers at the Conference, particularly on 
the last two days. At the conclusion, all the preachers were 
melted down, while they were singing those lines for me. 

Thou, who so long hast sav'd me here, 

A little longer save ; 
Till freed from sin, and freed from fear 

I sink into a grave. 
Till glad I lay my body down, 

Thy servant's steps attend : 
And O ! my life of mercy's crown 

With a triumphant end." 
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The Conference was the interesting one held at Leeds, at 
which Boardman and Pilmoor offered themselves for work 
in America, and Wesley read his very important letter res- • 
pecting his appeal to the clergy, and the method to be 
adopted "to preserve a firm union between those who choose 
to remain together" — ^the first step towards preserving 
Methodism in case of Wesley's death. The verse is in 
Short Hymns on Sded Passages of Scripture (Poetical Worhs^ 
ix. 308), and is the second of two verses of different metres, 
on Ps. Ixxi. 9, " Forsake me not when my strength faileth." 
— Rev, R, Green. 
56. Some thirty years ago a painting, " The Triumph of Reli- 
gion," was exhibited in Manchester. It was executed by 
Mr. T. Walley. It represents Wesley preaching " in the 
main street," at Bolton, on the i8th of October, 1749 (see 
Journal), The canvas, measuring about five feet by four, 
contained upwards of fifty figures. Wesley is represented as 
standing on a chair near a window. A prominent figure in 
the group is that of a butcher, close to whom stands a super- 
stitious Roman Catholic, inciting him to violence ; but the 
butcher's wife is dissuading him by gestures and words. A 
callous sceptic and a bloated publican admirably typify 
infidelity and jealousy. Other figures are apparently deeply 
impressed, others scoffing or unconcerned. The chair on 
which Wesley stands was copied from one which used to be in 
the vestry of Halliwell chapel. An old-fashioned chest in the 
comer to the left is said to have belonged to Mr. Eskrick, 
whose descendants resided at Brownlow-fold, and who, 
tradition says, received by will Mr. Wesley's wigs. In the 
comer to the right lies a hand-bill announcing a cock-fight at 
one of the public-house pits. The picture throughout gives 
indications of the life and customs of the period. It has been 
reproduced in photograph (copyright), and I have a copy. 
Some time ago the original was in the possession of the 
Barlow family. Can any one say where it is now, and if 
photographs can be procured, and if so, where ? — Rev, F, M, 
Parkinson, 

\ 

It is our sorrow to announce the death of one of the earliest 
members of the Historical Society, Mr. J. B. Leslie, who died 
at his residence, 145, Camp-Road, Leeds, November 28th. For 
a long time Mr. Leslie was a diligent collector of Methodist 
rarities, and a frequent lecturer and writer on Methodist topics. 
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